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{ft*b^flghtes injure 2 SLAmitftiamen 

WiW^^-iA^rr^WBBfceBarihe Israeli- 

Ubanoa Anny (SLA) were wound- 

^ Iranian-bucked 

tScP^ zone w southern 
T** SLA said the two militi- 

“J 1 aWack 00 their patrol 

B^t y J?* 1 ?* Ct, ® c rrf &c central sector of 

“Be." the SLA said. 
5”™*“ said w na statement that its lighten bad 
JuUeti i wounded several" members of the SLA 
patrol on the Sujud-Rrtuui road. "A frock and troop 
transport ithicle wave destruyed during the aiwck” it 
sakL 



Fijian general to head UNIFIL 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Major-General Jioje 
Konouse Konroie of Fiji wilt be (be new commander 
of the U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon t UNIFIL). A 
L’.N. spokesman .said Wednesday that he succeeds 
Major-General SianLslaw Wozniak of Poland, who has 
headed the force since April 1995 and relinquishes his 
command on September 30. UNIFIL, now made tip of 
some 4.500 troops from nine countries, .was estab- 
lished in 1978 to restore the Lebanese government's 
authority over the southern part of the country after an 
Israeli incursion. UNIFIL comprises contingents from 
Fiji, Finland. France. Ghana. Ireland. Italy. Nepal. 
Norwav and Poland. 
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Haddadin, Sharon discuss 


of people should not call for boycott 

seeks to protect interests of Jordan has 
to contribute to its democratic process — King 



AJLOUN (Petra* — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday urged Jordani- 
an* to go to the polls on 
Nw. 4 to elect their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament, 
saying whoever seeks to. 
protect the interests of the 
country has to contribute to 
its democratic process. 

Addressing a public rally 
during a visit (o the Ajloun 
Gnvernoratc, King Hussein 
said: "Through Parliament, 
these representatives exer- 
cise their authority as ruler 
of the people. He who 
believes in.the people's. rule 
should not stand in the face 
of men and women by 
telling them not to take pan 
in. the democratic -and con- 
struction process. Whoever 
is keen on protecting 
national interest should 
realise his or her duty 
towards the country. Each 
citizen must elect a repre- 
sentative that can shoulder 
the responsibility" 

"We must respect each 
other’s views- and we 
should work together to 
build our country," stressed 
the King, adding that "the 
Jordanian people will give 
their answer through the 
polls which wiH be held cm 
schedule, and we expect to 
see only the most eligible? 
and the best elected 


because they will be repre- 
senting the interests or (he 
nation - whieh - should 
acquire die' utmost priority 
in the new.legistative coun- 
cil.’' said the King. 

King Hussein underfilled 
the need for Jordanians to 
work for the coming gener- 
ations. He said: “We have 
to exert our utmost efforts 
not Otily at serve our pre- 
sent dav people but rather 
to sc> ■ c the cuming genera- 
tions and we arc deter- 
mined to pursue efforts in 
strengthening our armed 
forces providing them with 
up-to-date weapons and 
equip our young people 
with knowledge to build a 
model state." 

Referring to demands 
made by speakers repre- 
senting die Ajloun local 
community. King Hussein 
promised that the govern- 
ment will study their 
demands which concern 
roads, community col- 
leges, a sports complex and 
other projects. He urged the 
public to give more concern 
to planting trees and forests 
in die gnvemorate of 
Ajloun which he said is the 
most attractive resort in the 
country. 

King Hussein, who was 
accoOTpamfcd'Oh' th'e"visifby 
His Royal Highness Prince 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to citizens in Ajloun Wednesday . 
visits to the Kingdom's govemorates in which he discusses with 


as part of his 
constituents 

their grievances and explains the Kingdom's policies. The King was received in 
the street upon his arrival by thousands of citizens cheering and waving at his 
car (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Hamzeh, Prime Minister 
Abdul Satara Majali, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sqwneh and other officials, 
inaugurated the electronic 
telephone exchange which 


services 14,713 telephone 
lines serving 47 town and 
villages. . 

Later, he inspected the 
new exchange and visited 
-the governor's office for a 


briefing on projec:.. : .-eing 
implemented cone t* n > I tie 

roads, education, !v.h!u 
agriculture, water, tou- . mi, 
telecommunications and 
social development 


Israel ends month-long 
blockade of Bethlehem 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Israel lifted' a month-old 
blockade of the Biblical 
town . of Bethlehem 
Wednesday, defusing what 
had become a principal 
fiash point for violence in 
the ongoing Israeli- Pales- 
tinian -crisis. 

.Taxis and . buses packed 
whh Palestinians streamed 
into Bethlehem from the 
West Bank through army 
checkpoints which for the 
past 28 days had sealed off 
the town, strangling its 
economy and important 
tourism industry, witnesses 
said. 

Bm : Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu left 
in place the major sanc- 
tions he imposed after a 
double, suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem on Judy 30 which 
left 16 dead. A ban on 
Rtlestiniansr entering Israel 


and a freeze on the transfer 
of more than S30 million 
owed to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Mr.. Netanyahu, who was 
visiting South Korea, said 
these measures would 
remain as long as Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
refused to take tough action 
against Islamists accused 
of anti-Israeli attacks. 

Israel maintained the 
harshest of the travel 
restrictions around Bethle- 
hem, where Mr. Netanyahu 
claimed Islamists who 
planned the Jerusalem 
bombing were hiding, even 
though the bombers them- 
selves have not been identi- 
fied. 

Bur the blockade brought 
the Israeli leader increasing 
international criticism, 
clouding his economic tour 
in Asia this week. 


The Vatican Tuesday 
called on Israel to lift the 
seal on Bethlehem, by 
Christian tradition the 
birthplace of Jesus and an 
important pilgrimage site. 

Jordan promised to send 
eight tonnes of medicine 
Thursday to help alleviate 
the effects of the blockade. 

Under weeks of siege, 
Bethlehem itself became a 
powder keg, with four 
straight days of clashes this 
week between stone-throw- 
ing Palestinian protesters 
and Israeli soldiers which 
threatened to deteriorate 
into worse violence. 

Israeli newspapers pub- 
lished photographs of 
Palestinian policemen aim- 
ing their rifles at Isr- 
aeli troops during 


(Continued on page 7) 



Gaza refugees continue 
protesting U.N. cuts 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian refugees 
demonstrated Wednesday 
for a second day through- 
out the Gaza Strip, ignor- 
ing calls by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
to halt protests against 
deep cutbacks in U.N. ser- 
vices to refugees. ■ 

Some 1 ,000 protesters, 
mostly students, protested 
outside schools run by 
U.N. Works and Relief 
Agency (UNRWA), the 
United Nations agency 
which helps Palestinian 
refugees, in Deir A1 Balah 
refugee camp in southern 
Gaza, witnesses said. 

Hundreds more gathered 
at UNRWA offices in other 
refugee camps in the Gaza 


Strip, shouting slogans 
demanding that the agency 
reverse cutbacks in ser- 
vices due to a $ 20 million 
budget deficiL 

Refugee committees 
have called a boycott of 
schools run by UNRWA to 
protest its decision to 
charge nominal fees for 
studies for the first time, 
preventing the school year 
from starting four days 
ago. 

Deputy Education Minis- 
ter Naim Abu Humus, 
appearing on Palestinian 
television Tuesday night, 
called on refugee lea- 
ders to end tbeir 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bethlehem Mayor Hanna Nasser tries, with others, tobreak through Israeli 
anny tmes Wednesday to hold a brief joint protest with P^eshram religto® 
and political leaders, over the nearly month-long closure of the Bibhcal West 
Bank town (AFP photo) 


Israel confirms arrest of 
Golan Heights woman 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli authorities con- 
firmed Wednesday that they 
had arrested a Druze 
woman from the Golan 
Heights on security 
offences, a detention which 
sparked violent protests on 
the occupied plateau. . 

“It is a very serious affair 
and is now in the hands of 
the courts," Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai said on the 
radio after a visit to the 
occupied plateau. 

Ilham Abu Saleh, a stu- 
dent at Damascus Universi- 
ty, was arrested several 
days ago as she visited her 
family on the Golan 
Heights and is being held 
on suspicion of “endanger- 
ing state security,” police 
officials said. 

‘Israeli security agents 
arrested Ilham at the house 
during the night” her 
brother Karim said on the 
radio. “About 15 of them 
entered and searched the 
entire house." 



Sham Abu Saleh 

A magistrates court in the 
northern Israeli town of 
Akfco earlier this week 
ordered Saleh held for an 
additional two weeks in 
preventive custody pending 
further investigation, they 
said. 

The court - initially 
ordered a ban on news 
reports of the arrest, but 
lifted the injunc- 
tion Wednesday after 

(Continued on page 7) 


Valley 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin 

Wednesday said that a com- 
prehensive plan to develop 
the Jordan Rift Valley 
.JRV) was presented to 
Krael this week. 

Speaking to Israel Radio 
following his meeting with 
the Israeli minister of 
national infrastructure. 
Ariel Sharon, Dr. Haddadin 
said that during the meeting 
the two sides agreed on the 
mechanism of the joint 
committees. 

The minister added that 
these projects “by no means 


would harm the rights of 
any third party. 1 mean our 
Palestinian brothers." 

“Last week, we have fin- 
ished our studies on these 
projects. We have dis- 
patched 50 copies of the 
study (o the Israeli side and 
we are aw'aiting the study of 
che big project, namely 
Unking the Red Sea with 
the Dead Sea.” the minister 
said. 

Dr. Haddadin emphasised 
the Dead sea "will be 
linked with the Red Sea 
through a canal and pipes. 
It is a large engineering 
project and as 1 said it has 
not been agreed upon so 
far." 

"We have also discussed a 


desalination project in 
northern Israel and the joint 
efforts to attract foreign 
financing," the minister 
said. 

Mjalli Wahbeh, a senior 
Israeli official at the min- 
istry' of infrastructure who 
attended the Haddadin- 
Shuron talks, said that Mr. 
Sharon gives priority to the 
implementation of ihe JRV 
projects. 

Mr. Mjalli, who visited 
Jordan a lew days ago and 
met with Water and 
Irrigation Ministry officials 
in Amman, said the 
“atmosphere between 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan refutes claim of U.S. 
pressure to conduct dialogue 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday refut- 
ed a claim by an Islamist 
leader that it started dia- 
logue with the Islamists 
only after being pressured 
by the Americans. 

Replying to a statement 
by the head of the Muslim 
Brotherhood planning 
. division. Imad Abu Diah, 
1 claiming that “the U.S. is 
pressuring the government 
to start a dialogue with the 
opposition" in order to 
persuade it to participate 
in the Nov. 4 elections, 
Minister of Stare for 
Information Affairs Samir 


Mutawi yesterday told the 
Jordan Times thar “the 
government of Jordan will 
decide according to the 
country's interests .” 

According to Dr. 
Mutawi, the second round 
of talks with the lslamic- 
ted opposition parties that 
six weeks ago announced 
their decision to boycott 
the elections “will start 
early next week, probably 
on Sunday, after Satur- 
day's regular Cabinet 
meeting.” 

The Muslim Brother- 
hood, however, has cast 
serious doubts over the 
success of dialogue and 
the government’s inten- 
tion to work out a compro- 


mise and meet at least 
some of the opposition's 
demands. 

“We cannot talk about a 
second phase of the dia- 
logue, because there has 
never been a fust phase.” 
Mr. Abu Diah said, 
describing the govern; 
ment-opposition recent 
talks as “a dialogue about 
the dialogue." 

“We waited a long time 
for the government to take 
action, and we have not 
heard anything serious so 
far,” he continued. 

In early July, when it 
made its historic decision 
to boycott the autumn 

(continued on page 7) 


Jordan, Israel say media’s stormy 
reports on water dam are untrue 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
and Israeli officials 
Wednesday denied media 
reports that a joint Jordan- 
i an- Israeli dam will be 
constructed on a territory 
claimed by Syria. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther Had- 
dadin, who was speaking 
to Israel Radio following 
his meeting with the 
Israeli minister of national 
infrastructure, Ariel 
Sharon, said the planned 
dam was a Jordanian pro- 
ject which will be con- 
structed on Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

“This is a Jordanian dam. 
Planned, financed and built 
by Jordan. Israel has noth- 


ing to do with it,” the min- 
ister told the radio. 

"The arrangements that 
will be discussed with 
Israel is when Jordanian 
workers enter Israeli terri- 
tory," during the construc- 
tion, “because the dam will 
straddle a Jordanian site 
and a part of Israel,” the 
minister said. 

Dr. Haddadin said that 
during his meeting with 
Mr. Sharon, the Israeli 
minister denied the Israeli 
press reports. 

“During our meeting, we 
made jokes and laughe'd at 
these reports. The media 
has started an endless 
storm," the minister told 
the radio. 

The minister was 
responding to Israeli media 
claims that Jordan and 


Israel have discussed 
building a dam on the 
Yarmouk River on Syrian 
territory occupied in 1967. 

Mr. Sharon reversed a 
policy of late Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin to imple- 
ment the project within the 
“Green Line,” the pre-1967 
boundaries between Israel 
and Jordan, the Israeli 
newspaper Ha’aretz wrote. 

Ha'aretz added that Mr. 
Sharon has consulted with 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu before making 
the decision to build the 
dam. which will trap 
waters of the Yarmouk 
River in the former demili- 
tarised zone of AJ Him- 
meh. The Israeli anno- 
uncement drew a 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNSCOM 


clears it on long-range missiles 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq said Wednesday that 
U.N. weapons inspection 
teams have determined 
that it is not hiding any 
prohibited long-range 
missiles or components, 
the official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported. 

“The laboratory analy- 
sis carried out in the 
United States and France 
on Iraqi missile compo- 
nents have confirmed the 
Iraq's position,” said 
INA, quoting officials 
close to discussions with 
the United Nations Spe- 
cial Commission for Iraqi 
disarmament 
(UNSCOM). 

The Iraqi officials 
accused former 

UNSCOM chief Rolf 
Ekeus of having “made a 
crisis” out of tiiis issue. 


“which could have been 
settled at the beginning of 
the year,” INA added. 

Mr. Ekeus, a Swedish 
diplomat replaced in July 
by Australia’s Richard 
Butler as UNSCOM 
chief, “acted on purpose 
to prolong the duration of 
the blockade,” the 
sources said in reference 
to the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Iraq last March sent to 
laboratories in France 
and the U.S. remains of 
Soviet-made Scud mis- 
siles claimed to be 
destroyed in 1991. 

UNSCOM sought to 
determine if Iraq really 
destroyed the missiles or 
if it presented locally- 
made components as a 


proof of their destruction. 

The U.N. watchdog has 
suspected Iraq of hiding 
more than 16 missiles 
because their original 
Soviet-made components 
were lacking in the inven- 
tory presented by the 
Iraqi authorities. 

Under the 1991 Gulf 
war cease-fire terms set 
by U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 687. the oil 
embargo would only be 
lifted when UNSCOM 
certifies that Iraq has 
destroyed weapons of 
mass destruction and the 
means to produce them. 

The weapons include 
nuclear, biological and 
chemical, as well as mis- 
siles with a range exceed- 
ing 150 kilometres. 
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Armed group axes family of 
to death in western Algeria 



ALGIERS (AP.) — An 
armed group axed to death 
a family of six, burned their 
corpses and set fire to their 
house in a village in west- 
ern Algeria, newspa'pers 
reported Wednesday.. 

in other incidents, six 
Islamists were killed in two 
separate clashes with gov- 
ernment security forces, 
while a series of bombs 
killed one person and 
wounded at least 20 people. 

More than 100 people 
have died since the week- 
end in massacres and 
bombings in one of the 
bloodiest weeks of ther 
entire summer in Algeria's 
long-running Islamist 
insurgency. 

The six-person family 
was killed early Tuesday in 
the village of Zehra near 
the town of Tlemcen on the 
border with Morocco about 
500 kilometres east of the 
capital Algiers, according 
to the independent daily 
Liberie. 

In other incidents, a 


bomb exploded Tuesday in 
the centre of the A1 Qmaria. 
a town about 100 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers, 
wounding at least 10 peo- 
ple. A bomb that exploded 
Tuesday morning on the 
railway linking the town of 
Al Khemis with the capital 
killed one person and 
wounded 10 others, the 
newspaper said. 

A third bomb exploded 
Tuesday afternoon near the 
gate of the Hospital Beni 
Messous, but there were no 
injuries. 

Following parliamentary 
elections in June, the gov- 
ernment promised to try to 
crackdown on Islamists 
who are believed to be 
responsible for much of the 
violence in Algeria. 

Government security 
forces have had limited 
success in their campaign 
to crush Islamists. 

But Tuesday, six suspect- 
ed Islamist activists were 
killed. 

Security forces killed 


four Islamists in Constan- 
tine in eastern Algeria, 
while on Monday two oth- 
ers were killed on the out- 
skirts of the same city. Lib- 
erie reported. 

It often takes time for 
reports of violence to reach 
the capital Algiers, and vio- 
lence earlier reported made 
Tuesday a particularly 
bloody day. 

Armed attackers killed 64 
villagers Tuesday, slitting 
the throats of most of them, 
in the latest massacre in the 
North African nation, wit- 
nesses said. 

The dawn massacre took 
place in Beni Ali, a village 
in the mountains about 60 
kilometres south of Algiers, 
according to the witnesses, 
who were travelling to the 
capital from the region and 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, for fear of 
reprisals. 

The recent upsurge of 
violence began after the 
June 5 parliamentary elec- 
tions. More than 1,000 peo- 


ple have been killed since 
then. 

The latest massacre came 
as the government again 
declared its determination 
to stamp out the violence. 

“I want to express the 
government’s determina- 
tion to combat this plague 
of terrorism." the govern- 
ment’s spokesman, Ham- 
raoui Habib-Cbawki. told 
state radio Tuesday. 

Many villagers are 
reportedly killed because 
the militants want to take 
revenge on those who have 
joined government-armed 
self-defence groups. 

The June vote was the 
first since the army can- 
celled 1992 elections to 
block a probable victory by 
Islamists — a move that 
triggered their 5-year-old 
insurgency. 

More than 60,000 people 
have died in the insurgency. 



ISRAELI DRILLS: Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai jumps down from a Merkava tank after he wag 
briefed by army officers during an Israeli army exercise on the Golan Heights Wednesday. The high land 
plateau that Israel occupied in 1967, is one of Israel’s main army exercise areas. Syria is demanding a return of 
the Golan as a precondition for peace negotiations with Israel (AFP photo) 
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MANAMA (.AFP) — 
Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustapha Tlass warned 
Israel Wednesday against 
launching an attack on his 
country, saving Israel 
would be made to pay a 
high price. 

“Israel would pay dearly 
for any stupid attack on 
Syria.” General Tlass told 
the Bahraini newspaper 
AM) bar AJ Khaleej. 

“If [Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter BenyaminJ Netanyahu 
and his clique are working 
to create conditions of 
war, Syria is not afraid of 
war.” he said. 

“It is ready to defend 
itself and prefect the inter- 


Syrian defence minister warns 
Israel against surprise attack 


ests of the country and the 
’Arab World,” he added. 

Gen. Tlass accused 
Israel of stoking tension 
in the Middle East with its 
hardline policies on the 
peace process and the 
Palestinian territories. 

“Israel has slammed the 
door on peace in the 
region and opened the 
prospect of war,” he told 


the Bahraini newspaper. 

“Netanyahu's govern- 
ment is playing with fire 
in its insistance on pursu- 
ing an aggressive and stu- 
pid policy." 

The defence minister 
called on the Syrian army 
last week to be on extra 
alert for any surprise 
attack. 

Israeli-Syrian peace 


talks broke off in Febru- 
ary 1996 and relations 
between the two neigh- 
bours soured after Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government took power 
several months later. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
rejected Syria's demand 
that the talks resume on 
the basis of exchanging 
occupied land for peace 


— namely the Golan 
Heights, captured by 
Israel in 1967. 

Gen. Tlass criticised the 
U.S., the main sponsor of 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, for failing- to rein 
in Mr. Netanyahu. 

“We are not the only 
ones to wonder about the 
silence and complaisance 
of the United States ... 
which is allowing Israel to 
destroy the peace 
process.” the general said. 

But he added that Syria 
still believes the U.S. has 
a useful role to play in 
salvaging the peace 
process. 


Iran newspaper says ball in 
Germany’s court to end row 


thers. letu 


Egyptian military court 
adjourns trial of 97 Islamists 


CAIRO (AP) — A mili- 
tary court hearing the trial 
of 97 suspected Islamist 
militants accused of wag- 
ing war against the secular 
government said Tuesday 
it will announce its verdict 
next month. 

Prior to adjourning, the 
military court in Haekslep. 
north of Cairo, said it 
would issue its verdict on 
Sept. 15. 

All of the suspects — 92 
men and five women — 
are charged with attempt- 
ing to topple the regime of 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Many defendants also 
face additional charges 
including participating in 
nine bombing attacks 
against banks and com- 
mercial centres in Cairo, 
attacking police guards in 


a prison, and participating 
in the 1994 assassination 
of Raouf KheireL head of 
the state security depart- 
ment responsible for com- 
bating the Islamists. 

Last Sunday, one of the 
accused renewed a call to 
end the violence. 

Mohammad Abdul Alim, 
a leader of the outlawed Al 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah, or 
the Islamic group, said his 
group maintains its July 5 
call for a ceasefire with the 
government. 

The government has 
rejected the ceasefire call, 
saying it will not negotiate 
with terrorists. 

Last Tuesday, suspected 
militants killed five police- 
men and a passerby in the 
attack in the southern 
Egyptian city of Manfalut. 


A letter left behind in a 
stolen vehicle following 
the ambush claimed 
responsibility in the name 
of the Gamaa, reflecting a 
widening rift within the 
group as to whether it 
should continue its violent 
campaign against the gov- 
ernment 

The Gamaa is Egypt's 
most active militant group 
and is blamed for most of 
the attacks that have taken 
place since Islamists 
began a campaign of vio- 
lence in 1992. seeking to 
replace the secular govern- 
ment with an Islamist one. 

The .violence has left 
more than l, 100 people 
dead. 


Iraq installing elevator 
in stadium for Uday 


CAIRO (AP) — Iraq is 
installing an elevator at a 
sports stadium for Uday Hus- 
sein. an Iraqi opposition 
group said Tuesday, apparent 
evidence that President Sad- 
dam Hussein's son has not 
fully recovered the use of his 
legs following an assassina- 
tion attemp t 

Uday was hospitalised for 
six months after unknown 
assailants shot him some 10 
times in December. Iraqi tele- 
vision earlier this month 
broadcast footage of Uday 
walking a few steps unsup- 
ported and limping on his left 
side. 

The London-based Iraqi 
Broadcasting Corporation 
said workers were ins tallin g 
an elevator to the top floor of 
Al Shaab International Stadi- 
um for Uday. 

Uday. who heads the Iraqi 


Olympic Committee, has 
invited Argentinian soccer 
star Diego Maradona to Iraq 
in early September to play 
alongside the Iraqi team 
against Poland's national 
team. 

There was no immediate 
word from soccer officials in 
Argentina as to whether 
Maradona has accepted the 
invitation. 

Uday apparently plans to 
attend the match. 

While Uday is touting the 
elevator as a gift for Iraq’s 
children, “the real reason is 
so that he can appear before 
the world during the match to 
prove that he is healthy,” the 
opposition group said in a 
statement faxed to the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

Before the attack, Uday 
was seen as President Hus- 
sein's heir apparent. 


TEHRAN (R) — An Iran- 
ian newspaper said Wednes- 
day it was up to Germany to 
work towards ending a row 
with Tehran over a German 
court ruling that top Iranian 
leaders ordered political 
killin g!; in Berlin. 

There has been no official 
reaction from Tehran yet on 
comments on Tuesday by 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kiokel that Bonn 
wanted to patch up its trou- 
bled relations with Iran. 

“Given Kinkel's latest 

statement, we are interested 

in ■ knowing what actions 

Gennanv has used in send- 
* 

ins the ball to our court... 
We ... believe that the ball is 
in Germany's court Bonn 
initiated the row. Bonn must 


remove it” the Tehran 
Times said. 

The paper said the court 
ruling in April “dealt a 
severe blow to bilateral rela- 
tions" between Iran and 
Germany. “Therefore the 
Iranian nation naturally 
expects Germany to make 
up for past mistakes.” 

Iran's new Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamal Kharrazi was 
quoted Tuesday as saying 
he was ready to meet Euro- 
pean counterparts to discuss 
their strained relations, if 
that was the wish of the 
European Union (EU) 
states. 

Iran's new president, 54- 
year-old moderate cleric 
Mohammad Khatami who 
was sworn into office on 


Aug. 4 after a landslide poll 
victory, has signalled a new 
era in Tehran’s attitude to 
foreign relations, calling for 
an “active and fresh pres- 
ence.” 

All EU countries except. 
Greece withdrew tbeir 
ambassadors from Tehran in 
the wake of the ruling by a 
Berlin court that Iran’s top 
leaders bad ordered the 
1992 assassination of four 
Kurdish dissidents ina_ 
restaurant in Germany. 

The ELI also suspended^ 
“critical dialogue" policy: 
with Tehran, a strategy, 
championed by Boon, 

involving keeping trade and 
political ties while also dis- 
cussing human rights 

issues. 
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Turkish minister to visit France 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish Foreign Minisrer Ismail 
Cem will make a two-day 
visit to France next week at 
the invitation of his French 
counterpart Hubert Vedrine. 
Mr. Cem’s ministry said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Cem's visit Monday 
and Tuesday is aimed at 
discussing bilateral ties and 
European Union (EU) 
developments with the 
French foreign minister, 
Turkish spokesman Omer 
Akbel said. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the Turkish minister will 
meet Tuesday with Mr. 
Vedrine and with junior 
minister for European 


affairs Pierre Moscovici. 

It will be Mr. Cem's first 
visit to France since a secu- 
lar government led by con- 
servative Prime Minister 
Mesut Mima? came to 
power following the resig- 
nation of a one-year-old 
Islamist-led government on 
June 18. 

The EU recently desig- 
nated those EU applicants 
most likely to enter mem- 
bership negotiations next 
year — the Czech Repub- 
lic. Poland, Hungary as 
well as Estonia, Slovenia 
and Cyprus — but left out 
Turkey, which had also 
applied. 

The move angered 


Ankara which said last 
month it planned to revise a 
January 1996 customs 
union with the EU in which 
both sides agreed to lift 
trade barriers in almost all 
trade fields, excluding agri- 
cultural products. 

Mr. Cem recently report- 
ed that Turkey’s trade 
deficit with the EU was $5 
billion in 1995 but that after 
the customs union accord 
took effect, it rose to $11 
billion in 1996. 

There are, however, no 
particular bilateral prob- 
lems between France and 
Turkey, both sides having 
referred to their relations as 
“excellent” 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 -Cartoons 

15:00 .America's Funniest People 

15:30 He Shoots He Scores 

16:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 .Trivial Pursiut 

20HJ0 Parenthood 

20:30 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 -KungFu 

22:00 -News in English 

22:30 -Feature Film 

23:59 — Step By Step 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:42 Fajr 

06:03 (Sunrise) Duha 

1237 - ...... Dhuhr 

16:16 ‘Asr 

19:11 ..... «..«>. ■......— ..^4 Qghreb 

20t32 ‘Is ha 

CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 77 1331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

EngGsh-speafting 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures expected to rise 
slightly becoming around 
average and winds northwest- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 17/31 

Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 15/33 

Jordan Valley 23/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 27. Aqaba 35 Humid- 
ity readings; Amman 30 per 
cem, Aqaba 35 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Bassam Karadsfceh -759200 
Dr. Rama Mazzawi ...894788 

Ik Sahnao Daboobi 776751 

De KhaGd M’addi .661144 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Aseona pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ....637660 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBED: 

De Ghazi Ta’amneh .—.250000 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AlLawzi 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy - 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

CivS Defence Department 

661 1 1 1 

Gv3 Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Cm] Defence Emergency —199 


Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department 

—630321 

Hotel Complaints ..605800 

Price Complaints -661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 II 

Tfefepbone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 ] 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority -..6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein . Medical Centre 


KfcaHdi Maternity. 6442 S 176 
Akfleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

Uni v ersity Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 

— — . . fmw * . . .— — — ..... — . — ....... . ■ 66 1 — / /9 

The" Islamic. Abdah 666126/37 

AJ-AhH. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

AI-Bashir 775111/26 

Army. Marks .391611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

—109)900560 

Ebn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(091990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 




813813/32 


402)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

('/Y7pT7->75 

^ 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02>247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)3 141 II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09ri)0 Jeddah (add) (RJl 

09i30 i—Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 - New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 — .Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:05 Bombay (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 . — Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

13:10 Kuwait (RJ) 

15:55 New York. .Amsterdam (RJ) 

17 JO -London (RJ) 

18:55 Doha (RJ) 

19:10 — — — Athens (RJ) 
19*-45 ...Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
19:45 Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain (RJ) 
19:50 Moscow (RJ) 

20£5 Kuwait (add) (RJ) 
23:15 — Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:25 ................. Kiev (add) (RJ) 


11:00 Al 'Arish (add) (PF) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV)' 

13:55 Doha (GF) 

14:30 .AJ 'Arish (add) (PF) 

14:40 -Shariqah (AH) 

16:00 Rome (AZ) 

19:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 ..... Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

01;20 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

05:40 London (BA) 

09:00 Dubai (EK) 

Royal Win gs (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10r05 ...Amman (QA1A) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marta Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19 JO - Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22£0 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marita Airport) 

(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

07:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:15 Moscow (RJ) 

lli35 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
12:10 .....Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
12>45 Amsterdam, New York ( RJ) 

13:00 — Doha(RJ) 

13:00 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:10 

■■IlNiilHlM.ani.,,,,,,, Paris (RJ) 


13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (KJ) 

15:00 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:15 Dhahran (RT) 

21.-00 Madrid (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 


21:20 LamacafRJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (W) 

22:00 - Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:25 _.Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta(Rf) 

01 KW Dubai (RJ) 

01:30 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 -Istanbul iTK) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09:10 London (BA) 

10l 25 Kiev (add) (6U) 

13:00 Al ’Arish (add) (PR 

14:30 Riyadh (SV) 

14:45 Bahrain, Abu Dbabi(GF) 
15 JO Annaba (Algeria) (AH) 

1 5 JO Al ’Arish (add) (Pfl 

17:00 ..—Roroe (A Z) 

21:10 TdAvivlLY) 

22.-00 Cairo (MS) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 — Beirut (ME) 

10:00 -.Dubai (EK) 

10:25 London (BAl 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
07:45 Amman (MadaAiiport) |RW) 

09:15 -Aqaba (RW) 

10 JO Amman (QAIA) (K'W 

17:45 Amman (Marta Aflpott) 
(RW) 

18:55 Tei Aviv (RW) 

2L30 .... Amman (QAIA) (KW 

2230 Aqaba (RW 
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Opposition groups demand 
retraction of official’s statements 
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VISIT TO VTC: Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Wednesday visits 
the Vocational Training Corpora tion (VTC) where he is briefed on the 


organisation's future pfaas and ib* role in sowing poverty and uncmplov- 
ment among citizens. Or. Majali called for preparing studies on the needs 
of the Jordanian labour market (Petra photo) 


ill in Teachers, refugees 
J protest UNRWA cuts 

er i i-iw i im AMMAN (J .T.) A decision by the United Nations Relief 
i si«*n ^ an< ^ Works Agency (UNRWA) to cot services to Palestinian 
Iran's - te refugees drew strong protests from teachers employed in 
amtuifc r ^ agency ’s schools and residents of refugee comps in Jor- 

^ fesii pfr a statement from a group of teachers affiliated with the 
Jordanian Democratic People’s Party (Hashd) addressed to 
countries es^ their colleagues described UNRWA’s plans as “clearly 
withdrew t reflecting its intention to abandon its role and shirk its 
tom Teteaar responsibilities {while} acting [as J part of a plot to liquidate 
i; njling b\ ihe Palestinian refugee problem within the framework of 
n that Iran's c what is called *a programme for the application of peace’ 
wderad £ ending by the year 2000." 

filiation of ft UNRWA earlier this month, due to a $26 million deficit 
dissidents b ; in its 1997 budget, revealed a plan to implement austerity 
in Germany. measures, including cancelling the appointment of 249 
also suspended^ teachers, cutting university grants, ending its hospitaiisa- 
dialogue" pcfc tion programme for two months, and possibly imposing 
ran. \ straa tuition fees on refugee school children at UNRWA’s 
-*J bi B® schools. " : .. 

lupins trait “Such moves can only be interpreted to mean that they 
\\ hrie al» i are pari of pressures to end the refugee problem and pave 
human risk the way for the settlement of the refugees in the diaspora,” 
the statement charged. 

It warned UNRWA that such moves could only serve 
Israel’s interests, and urged the agency to pursue its ser- 
hq v« on vices without, any reduction. 

i a iiu The statement called upon the Arab World and the world 

community to intervene and help the agency shoulder its 
. . ■ h jc humanitarian responsibilities toward the refugees. 
f n nM in mop Heads of refugee camp committees in Jordan meanwhile 

' isc Wednesday voiced their condemnation of the agency’s 
• plans to reduce health and educational services to the 

' •*>*”’* refugees. . ‘ ' 

■s j^retfl Ata Wufteidi, a spokesperson for the refugees in the 

‘ er * Baqaa camp. said his party demanded that no reduction be 

excludne . made in the. agency’s services, and detailed the commit- 
roducts. tees’ plan to send a Letter to UNRWA’s Commissioner Gen- 

n recent!}' era j Peter Hansen to express their concerns. 

TurLev s t® 


ih ihe fcL' . — : — — 

yiT* ! Supples to be sent to PNA areas 

it rotf W- 1 - ' 

|UU(S I ! 

hiweuL i ; AMMAN (Petra) — Upon directives from His Majesty 
J bilateral f ' King Hitssein, medical supplies will be shipped today to 
, France £ : Palestinian National Authority (PNA) areas. “The eight- 

.n-h >ides to 1 * : tonne shipment" will be dispatched Thursday,” accord- 
i fjitfir refobo*' j ing to Minister of Health and Medical Care Ashraf 

: Kurdi. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
1 1 opposition groups 
Wednesday arracked state - 
ments made recently by 
Minister of Interior Nuthir 
Rashid that they claim were 
aimed at disioninc their 
image, and demanded the 
government denounce 
these statements and pre- 
vent similar harmful behav- 
iour in ihe future. 

"The Minister of Interior 
has repeatedly slandered 
(he opposition parties.. .the 
last instance was during a 
Jordan Television interview 
last week in which the min- 
ister tarnished these parties 
in inappropriate terms 
which can by no means be 
condoned.*’ declared a let- 
ter sent to Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, 
signed on behalf of the 
oppos itinn croups by 
Mohammad Zu’bi, Ite.id of 
a coordination committee 
of the opposition parties in 
Jordan. 

The letter stated the fol- 
lowing: 

I. The unjust campaign 
spearheaded by the Minis- 
ter of Interior against the 


opposition parties contra- 
venes the Constitution and 
the National Charter. 

2. The timing of this cam- 
paign clearly defines the 
position of the government 
and refutes the govern- 
ment’s claim that it adopts a 
neutral position. 

3. The terms used by the 
Minister of Interior against 
the opposition panics harm 
die image of the govern- 
ment more than offending 
the political parties, and 

4. It seems that the minis- 
ter, while attacking the 
opposition parties, is 
unable to adapt u> the new 
democratic climate in Jor- 
dan. 

In ihe face of such behav- 
iour. the opposition parties 
can resort only to legal and 
democratic means to 
counter the minister's 
attacks, continued the let- 
ter. 

The statement also 
accused the minister of 
exploiting the official 
media to distort the parties’ 
image and uim the public 
against them. 


2 executions scheduled today 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan limes SlaJJ Reporter 

AMMAN — A man and a 
woman were scheduled to 
be executed at dawn today 
at Swaqa prison for the 
murders of two men in sep- 
arate incidents in 1996. 
according to judicial 
sources. 

Raya Musa, 33. was sen- 
tenced to death in Novem- 
ber 1996 by the Criminal 
Court after, being found 
guilty of poisoning her hus- 
band Ahmad Mirc’e on Jan. 
3/1996, with the help of 
her lover Hassan Fulehu 43, 
who received a life sen- 
tence. 

If executed as scheduled, 
Ms. Musa, the mother of 
nine children, will become 
the third woman to be exe- 
cuted in the Kingdom this 
year. 

In June, two women were 
hanged at the same prison 
for the murder of a 45-year- 


okl man in Mafraq in April 
199ft. 

Four months prior to the 
incident. Mr. Fuleh asked 
Ms. Musa to divorce her 
husband and marry him. 
court transcripts said. 

Knowing that her hus- 
band would not accept a 
divorce, the two plotted to 
kill him by means of ml 
poison and sleeping pills. 

• Mr. Faleh originally 
received the death sen- 
tence, but the Court of Cas- 
sation decided to commute 
his sentence to a life term, 
“as he did not actually poi- 
son Mr. Mire’e. but was 
merely waiting for the 
results.*” 

The second person to be 
executed today is Khalid 
Saqa. 27, who was sen- 
tenced to death by the 
Criminal Court after being 
found guilty of murdering 
his younger sister in 1996. 

According to court 
papers, die victim had dis- 


covered that Mr. Saqa was 
stealing money and jew- 
ellery from her house, and 
disclosed the matter to her 
family, stating she did not 
want her brother to contin- 
ue visiting her. 

On the morning of the 
incident. Mr. Saqa went to 
his sister’s house, argued 
with her. produced a rope, 
and strangled her. the court 
said. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued recently approving 
both sentences after the 
Court of Cassation ratified 
the Criminal Court ’-wu!- 
ings. 

The scheduled executions 
will be the 10th and 11th 
carried out in the Kingdom 
this year. 

Last year, 10 people were 
put to death in Jordan for 
committing various crimes. 






One of Jordan’s earlier fish farms started in the 1980’s (file photo) 

Official suggests creation of fish research station 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
head of the animal hus- 
bandry department at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Ibrahim Abu Atileh said 
Wednesday that Jordan is 
in need of on integrated 
research station to 
improve the ' quality of 
local fish and to advise on 
the best conditions for 
breeding different types 
of fish to meet the grow- 
ing demand of local mar- 
kets. 

Jordan last year pro- 
duced 533 tonnes of fish 
from local sources such 
as ponds and lakes and 
from the Red Sea. but 
imports for local con- 
sumption amounted to 
7,301 tonnes, Mr. Atileh 
said. 


The imported totals 
were broken down into 
4.589 tonnes of fresh Or 
frozen fish, 2,633 tonnes 
canned fish, and 79 
tonnes of dried and 
smoked fish: ' 

A research station could 
deal with problems con- 
cerning the fish industry, 
such as breeding and dis- 
eases, and could train 
technicians to deal with 
these problems, he 
explained. 

Lack of sufficient water 
and absence of Technical 
expertise in managing 
fisheries are among the 
problems currently faced, 
he added. 

According to Mr. 
Atileh, reservoirs and the 
King Abdullah Canal in 


the Jordan Valley could 
be utilised to breed fish, 
adding that should the 
available surface water be 
properly managed, Jordan 
could produce 3,000 
tonnes of fish annually, 
up from the current 350 
tonnes. 

Mr. Atileh said fishing 
in the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aqaba is limited, 
with only 26 kilometres 
of .sparsely populated 
waters available for fish- 
ing. 

He suggested that Jor- 
dan negotiate agreements 
with nations neighbour- 
ing the Red Sea in order 
to enable Jordanian fish- 
ermen to operate within 
the Arab regional water 
zones. 
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3 suspects arrested in 
medical association fraud 


AMMAN f J.T. i — Jordan 
Medical Association ( JMA ) 
President Ba>em Dajani 
Wednesday thanked the 
Anti-Corruption Depart- 
ment lor arresting three 
suspects allegedly involved 
in the embezzlement of a 
total of JD 724.000 from 
the association's pension 
fund. 

"In January 1996 the sum 
w as discovered missina 
from the association, 
prompting the JMA hoard 
to report the matter to the 
police, w ho immediately 
started investigations." Dr. 
Dajani commented. 

He told the Jordon Times 


that the theft of the funds 
was accomplished through 
manipulation of receipts. 

The suspects issued two 
types of receipts, one to 
JMA members and the 
other to the JMA board, 
each denoting different fig- 
ures. he elaborated. 

The Attorney General 
was informed upon discov- 
ery of the illicit operation 
and immediately opened an 
investigation into the mut- 
ter to determine the persons 
responsible, he continued. 

Subsequent investigations 
resulted in the arrest of 
three employees working as 
accountants and treasurers 


at the J MA office. Dr. 
Dajani said. 

The three were later 
released on bail, but after 
the public prosecutor 
realised the enormity of the 
embezzlement, he ordered 
the apprehension of the sus- 
pects. One was arrested 
immediately, while the 
other two remained at large 
until two weeks ago. he 
added. 

According to Dr. Dajani. 
the JMA has not yet recov- 
ered any of the missing 
funds, saying the case is 
now being examined bv the 

P 

judicial authorities* 
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Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf-Htineidi and the Ambassador of Japan Takayuki 
Kimura Wednesday sign a contract whereby Japan grants Jordan 50 million yen to 
purchase media equipment for the Jordan News Agency, Petra (Petra photo) 

Japan provides Jordan with grant to 

purchase modem media equipment 


AMMAN t J.T. > — The 
government of Japan has 
extended a 50 million yen 
(5426,087) gram to Jor- 
dan's national news agency, 
Petra, to finance the pur- 
chase of modem reporting 
and editing equipment and 
to help improve the 
agency's operational effi- 
ciency. 

The agreement was 
signed Wednesday at the 
Ministry of Planning by the 
minister of planning. Rima 
Khalaf-Huneidi. and the 
Ambassador of ’ Japan, 
Takayuki Kimura. 

The grant will finance the 
purchase of photographic, 
studio, and recording gear, 
and a host of related equip- 
ment and accessories. 

This donation falls within 
the framework of the 


Japanese Cultural Grant 
Aid (CGA) programme, 
first introduced into Jordan 
in 19S2. whose purpose is 
to encourage and support 
cultural (i.e„ not directly 
developmental) activities in 
the Kingdom and enhance 
the overall exchange 
between Jordan and Japan, 
a Japanese embassy state- 
ment said. 

Since 1982, Japan has 
provided 15 CGA grants to 
Jordan for a total of 601 
million yen <55.226 mil- 
lion). 

Past projects include the 
purchase of educational 
equipment for the Ministry 
of Education (1982). sports 
equipment for the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped ( 1 986), 
restoration of archaeologi- 


cal monuments for the 
Department of Antiquities 
(1988). and audio-visual 
equipment for the public 
library’ of Greater Amman 
Municipality ( 1993). 

Petra, officially estab- 
lished in 1969, is a depart- 
ment of the Ministry of 
Information. It has five 
deportments: Reporting, 

Editorial. Technical. 

Research, and Studies. 
With a workforce of 200 
people, including corre- 
spondents in various loca- 
tions in Jordan and in major 
capitals of the world, it 
processes about a quarter- 
of-a-mtilion words in Ara- 
bic and 10.000 in English 
daily. It has an annual bud- 
get of JD 700,000 (SI mil- 
lion). 


Conference ends with formation 
of association based in Amman 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A constitu- 
tion for the proposed 
Association for Professors 
of English Language and 
Literature at Arab Univer- 
sities was endorsed Tues- 
day at the University of 
Jordan, with Jordan unan- 
imously chosen as the 
headquarters for this 
coalition. 

The formulation of this 
association was one of 
two recommendations 
made at the First Interna- 
tional Conference on Ara- 
bic-Engtish Contrastive 
and Comparative Studies, 
which concluded here 
Wednesday. 

According to Lewis 
Mukattash, head of the 
Department of English 
Language and Literature 
at the University of Jor- 
dan, the idea for this asso- 
ciation was put forward at 
the 1982 Conference of 
Departments of English, 
also held at the University 
of Jordan. 

“The idea (of the organ- 
isation) is to [bring 
together] professors of 
language, literature and 
translation at Arab univer- 
sities to exchange views 
and ideas,” Dr. Mukattash 
told the Jordan Times. 


It is beneficial to know 
what academicians are 
doing and to be familiar 
with the study pro- 
grammes offered at their 
universities, he added. 

One problem faced by 
Arab professors of Eng- 
lish and literature, noted 
Dr. Mukattash. is publica- 
tion of their research 
papers. 

He claimed that local 
publication is of limited 
value since readership of 
these papers is small, and 
said professors of English 
seek international publi- 
cation. 

“Publishing research in 
international journals is 
not an easy task. It takes 
sometimes up to four 
years to have your paper 
published." 

The association seeks to 
remedy this situation by 
publishing a journal, pos- 
sibly with international 
circulation, he explained. 

Another major objective 
stated in the association's 
constitution was the pre- 
sentation of the Arab 
point of view abroad in an 
objective, explicit and 
confident manner. 

This idea was echoed 
during the inaugural 
speech given by Universi- 
ty of Jordan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh, who 


stated that the duties of 
departments of English 
language and literature at 
Arab universities should 
not be restricted to their 
traditional roles. 

Dr. Gharaibeh empha- 
sised the responsibility of 
these departments in tak- 
ing up national issues and, 
in particular, the image of 
the Arab Muslim in the 
world. 

A second recommenda- 
tion suggested that this 
international conference 
take place bi-annually. 

A Jordanian was select- 
ed for the post of associa- 
tion president, along with 
three other Jordanians to 
serve as members of the 
executive committee. 
Association representa- 
tives will be located in 
every Arab country. 

Approximately 1 50 pro- 
fessors and scholars from 
Europe, the United States, 
Africa, and the Arab 
World participated in this 
event 

The proceedings of this 
meeting wall be published 
in one or two volumes, 
said Dr. Mukattash. 
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Tensions show no sign of easing 
in divided Bosnian Serb Republic 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — 

I ne power struggle between 
"tval Bosnian Serb leaders 
no signs of easing> 
Wednesday one day after 
Bosnian Serb President 
Bujana Plavsic tried to 
enlist support from the 
army. 

A tense stalemate has now 
been reached with the divi- 
sion of the Bosnian Serb- 
run half of Bosnia into two 
rival camps cemented by a 
meeting between Ms. 
Plavsic and a number of top 
army generals Tuesday 
afternoon. Mrs. Plavsic won 
backing from half of the 
Bosnian Serb army's eight “ 
senior military commanders 
Tuesday but was also bitter- 
ly attacked by her hardline 
rivals who support her pre- ‘ 
decessor Radovan Kara- 
dzic, an indicted war crimi- 
nal. 

The pro-Karadzic Bosnian 
Serb assembly stripped her of 
ber presidential authority 
over the army Tuesday and 
ordered the government to 
draw up plans for the defence 
of the Bosnian Serb state. 

The hardliners also de- 
manded that Ms. Plavsic's 


supporters relinquish con- 
trol of radio and television 
stations and transmitters 
which they recently look 
over near her stronghold of 
Banja Luka, in northwest 
Bosnia. 

“If that does not happen in 
the next three days," 
Tuesday's parliamentary 
statement said.- the assem- 
bly had requested that the 
interior ministry and the 
prosecutor’s office to “use 
their legal prerogatives." 

Control of the media on 
which most people rely for 
information, is crucial to 
both sides in their battle to 
win support arAong ordinary 
Serbs. 

With support for the pres- 
ident shown by. military 
commanders in the western 
half of the Serb Republic. 
Ms. Plavsic has effectively 
completed the division 
across the three pivotal 
institutions, the police, 
media and the army. 

Out of eight top military’ 
commanders in the Bosnian 
Serb Army, four turned up 
for the meeting with Ms. 
Plavsic in Banja Luka. 

Two of the generals who 


attended Tuesday's meeting 
command the main army 
corps in the western areas 
where she can rely on sup- 
port. The meeting was also 
attended by the chief of the 
air force. 

The generals who stayed 
away, including the Bosnian 
Serb ; Array Commander 
Gen. jPero Colic, are in 
charge of military units in 
the extern section of the 
Bosnian Serb Republic 
where] Karadzic relies on 
his support. General Colic 
went on television later in 
the day to denounce what he 
said were attempts by Mrs. 
Plavsiq to "divide the army.” 

“MnJ. Plavsic has already 
divided the people and the 
police [and now she wants 
to divide the army,” Gen. 
Colic [said, but added that 
the army “remains united 
and is jkeeping its distance.” 

Mrs; Plavsic has been 
locked in a power struggle 
with allies of Karadzic for 
the Ia£t two months during 
which! time she has dis- 
missed parliament, called 
new elections and sacked 
the inferior minister. 
Meanwhile postponing 


Bosnia's municipal elec- 
tions because of objections 
from the hardline Bosnian 
Serb parliament “is out of 
the question.” an official for 
the international agency 
.supervising the vote said 
Wednesday. 

Bosnian Serb hardliners 
meeting Tuesday for a crisis 
session called over the on- 
going power struggle within 
the Serb-run half of Bosnia, 
said municipal elections 
should be postponed. 

Deputies said that the 
“military and security con- 
ditions” for holding the bal- 
lot scheduled for September 
1 3 and 14 were not in place. 

Johan Verheyden, a spokes- 
man for the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) the agency 
organising the poll said that 
decisions taken by the parlia- 
ment ’bad no validity ” 

The Serb's parliament was 
dissolved by Ms. Plavsic 
last month in one of the 
opening shots in her current 
battle with hardline allies of 
her predecessor Radovan 
Karadzic. 


N. Korean family of 3 
defect to South 1 Korea 


SEOUL (R) — A North Ko- 
rean family of three have 
defected to South Korea via a 
third country, Seoul's intelli- 
gence agency said Wednes- 
day. 

in a statement, the agency 
for national security planning 
said Suh Chang- Eun, 68, and 
her daughter Kim Young- 
Suk, 30, arrived in the west- 
ern port of Inchon Monday 
last week. Mr. Suh's son. 
Kim Ho- Rim, 33, landed at 
the same port Friday. 

The statement gave no 
details on how they arrived at 
Inchon. 

An official at the agency 
said the family came to 
Inchon by boat but declined 
to say which third country 
the family sailed from. 

“I guess it was difficult for 
the whole family to come 
together, so they came sepa- 
rately,” said the official who 
declined to be identified. 

The statement said the 
daughter worked on a farm 
and the son in a factory. 

The announcement of the 
family's defection comes 
after confirmation by the 
United States that North 
Korea's ambassador to Egypt 
and his brother and family 
have been granted asylum in 
the U.S. 

Jang Seung-Il, Pyong- 
yang's envoy to Cairo, is the 
most senior diplomat to 
defect from the North. 

According to the Ministry 
of National Unification, more 
than 800 North Koreans have 
defected to the South since 
1949. and the number has 
been increasing rapidly since 
J 993. So far this year 55 have 
left the Communist North for 
the South. 

North and South Korea 
have been divided since the 
end of World War II and are 
still technically at war after 
the 1950-53 Korean War 
ended in a truce rather than a 
peace agreement 

Meanwhile. Japanese Prime : 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto 1 
voiced concern Wednesday 
that North Korean diplomats' * 
defections to the United 
States may harm peace talks 
for the Korean Peninsula. 

“Now that four-way peace 


talks and' other negotiations 
have started moving ahead. £ 
hope it will have no big im- 
pact.” Jiji Press quoted Mr. 
Hashimotjo as telling repor- 
ters at his.official residence. 

Besides: the peace talks 
among the two Koreas. 
C hina and the United States, 
the premier also showed con- 
cern about a possible impact 
on Tokyo’s negotiation with 
North Korea on normalising 
ties, the news agency said. 

Last week in Beijing, Japan 
and North Korea agreed to 
bold further talks on resum- 
ing bilateral talks without 
setting a date. 

Washington announced it 
had granted political asylum 
to North Korea’s ambassador 
to Egypt Jang Sung-Gil, his 
wife, and brother Jang Sung- 
Ho economic counsellor at 
North Korea's general dele- 
gation in France. 

Mr. Jang Sung-Gil is the 
first North Korean ambas- 
sador ever to defect to a Wes- 
tern country. His defection is 
the most significant since 
that of North Korean propa- 
ganda chief Hwang Jang- 
Yop to South Korea in Feb. 

North Korea's first official 
reaction came Wednesday, 
when the Korean Central 
News Agency quoted a gov- 
ernment official as demand- 
ing the two diplomats be 
extradited and tried for leak- 
ing state secrets. 

In a separate development 
North Korea is withdrawing 
from a key U.N. human 
rights treaty in protest at a 
resolution, backed by the 
United States and other 
countries, accusing Pyong- 
yang of serious rights viola- 
tions. its deputy U.N. ambas- 
sador said here Wednesday. 

Han Chang On told a brief- 
ing that the resolution passed 
against North Korea last 
week could also jeopardise 
upcoming peace talks with 
South Korea slated to be held 
in New York. 

North Korea senr a letter 
Monday to U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan staling 
that the country would pull 
out from the Internationa] 
Covenant on Civil and Poli- 
tical Rights, Mr. Han said. 


Thai flood toll rises to 24 


BANGKOK (R) — Prime 
Minis ter Chavalit Yong- 
chaiyudh Wednesday 
toured flood-hit southern 
Thailand, where the death 
toll stood at 24, and ordered 
the urgent dispatch of food 
and medicine to victims. 

Mr. i Chavalit, Deputy 
Primej > Minister Sukavit 
Rangsirphol and Interior 
Minister Snoh Thienthong 
arrived in Chumpon. the 
province hardest hit by sev- 
eral days of heavy tropical 
rains, early Wednesday. 

The premier ordered offi- 
cials in Chumpon to send 
food and medical supplies 
to flood victims immediate- 
ly, especially to people liv- 
ing in remote villages. 

“The sty is quite clear 
this morning but it won't be 
for too long. Medicine must 
be sent to people affected 
by floods, and officials 
must try to help solve tbeir 
problems which might arise 
in the immediate future,” 
Mr. Chavalit said. . 

Mr. Snoh told reporters in 
Chumpon that the govern- 
ment had decided to initial- 
ly set aside 800 million baht 
(S23.53 million) to help the 
victims. 

Twelve people drowned in 
Chumpon and 1 2 others 
were killed in five other 
provinces over the past few’ 
days, an Interior Ministry 
spokeswoman told Reuters 
Wednesday. 

At least six other people 
were injured in the flooding 
that hit southern Thailand 
after several days of heavy 
rains that submerged many 
towns and cut off several 
roads and rail lines, the 


spokeswoman said. 

The spokeswoman said 
total damages had not been 
estimated, but the damage 
in Chumpon alone were 
probably about 1.7 billion 
baht. 

The Public Health Minis- 
try in Bangkok Wednesday 
sent 100,000 doses of med- 
icine for diarrhoea and foot 
diseases to Chumpon, a mi- 
nistry official told Reuters. 

It earlier sent 50,000 
doses of a similar medicine 
and a large amount of anti- 
venom-serum to the pro- 
vince, the official said. 

“The serum is .meant to 
help victims* of Malayan 
snakes. There are a lot of 
this kind of snakes in 
Chumpon and nearby 
areas," the official said. 

The flooding had cut sec- 
tions of highways and rail- 
way lines in Chumpon and 
Surat Thani in the mid- 
south. and halted train and 
truck service between the 
region and Bangkok earlier 
in the week. 

A rubber trader said that 
emergency measures taken 
by the government had 
allowed some trucks to get 
through by road to Chum- 
pon. 

Local television footage 
showed the water in some 
areas starting to recede. 

Some areas in the afflict- 
ed provinces were also 
without electricity and tele- 
phone services. 
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An Indian soldier takes aim on Pakistani troops at a border post in the Uri sector of 
the northern Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir. Indian and Pakistani troops 
exchanged artillery fire along their Kashmir border for the seventh consecutive day 
(Reuter photo) 

India : Firing will not hurt Pakistan talks 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
Wednesday reaffirmed its 
commitment to peace talks 
with Pakistan and said 
recent cross-border firing in 
Kashmir was unlikely to 
cloud negotiations set for 
next month. 

“Foreign secretary talks 
will go on," junior Foreign 
Minister Kamla Sinha told 
Reuters. She was referring 
to the third round of talks 
between the two nations' 
foreign secretaries set for 
September in New Delhi. 

At least nine people have 
died in an upsurge of firing 
across the border in divided 
Kas hmir over the past week. 

Indian and Pakistani 
troops traded small arms 
fire for the seventh consecu- 
tive day Wednesday, but 
Indian officials said the sit- 
uation was under control. 

Mr. Sinha was asked if the 
hostilities would affect the 
climate at the coming talks. 
“No, it will not now it is all 
quiet. No firing is going on 
at the moment. All is quiet 
on the western front. The 
talks will go on in tbeir full 
spirit.” she said. 

The foreign secretaries, 
who are the countries' high- 
est ranking career diplo- 
mats, held the first two 
rounds of talks in March 
and June. At the latest round 


in Islamabad, they an- 
nounced an agenda for 
peace talks that included the 
Kashmir dispute. 

'The firing will not have 
any impact on the foreign 
secretary-level talks sched- 
uled for next month," 
Defence Minister Mulayam 
Singh Yadav told reporters 
outside of parliament 

“India, by saying it will 
not let these events affect 
bilateral talks, is reaffirming 
its very, very deep commit- 
ment to continue the 
processes of reasoning with 
Pakistan despite knowing 
fully well the differences of 
views on Kashmir are quite 
intractable," former Indian 
Foreign Secretary J.N. Dixit 
told Reuters. 

Violence preceded the 
first two rounds of talks, 
which were launched after a 
three-year break in high- 
level contacts due to ten- 
sions over Kashmir where 
India has been fighting a 
separatist rebellion. 

In March, a day after India 
and Pakistan announced the 
resumption of talks, a Pa- 
kistani paramilitary Ranger 
was killed in firing with 
Indian troops across the 
border between Pakistan 
and the Indian state of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir. 

Before the second round 


of talks in June, Pakistan 
accused India of increasing 
tension by violating Pakis- 
tani airspace,-deploying bal- 
listic missiles near the.bor- 
der and killing a Pakistani 
r army major at the Kashmir 
border. 

India denied that one of its 
jet fighters had flown over 
Pakistan, and said the mis- 
siles had not been deployed. ' 

Analysts said the artillery 
exchanges in the past week 
had been unusually violent 
and widespread; but were 
not likely to affect the talks. 

“This means nothing for 
the talks." said Brigadier 
Vijai Nair, executive direc- 
tor of the Fonim for Stra- 
tegic and Security Studies. ■ 

Brig. Nair said Pakistan 
was eager to revive its econ- 
omy and stabilise its .politi- 
cal situation. Progress in the. 
bilateral talks with India 
would attract U.S. econom- 
ic support, he said. 

But he said the chances of 
any compromise in the near 
term over Kashmir were n3; 
‘To compromise on Kash- 
mir would be suicide," he 
said. 

India controls two thirds 
of Kashmir and Pakistan the 
rest, but both nations claim 
the entire region. 


U.S. seeks drug-intercept permission from neighbours 


SAN JOSE '(R) — ■ The 
United States wants to send 
military planes and warships 
to Central America and the 
Caribbean to help local 
police forces intercept drug 
shipments. Costa Rica's se- 
curity minister said Tuesday. 

The far-reaching plan aims 
to expand upon intelligence- 
sharing agreements the U.S. 
already has with many coun- 
tries in the region. Security’ 
Minister Laura Chinchilla 
told Reuters in an interview. 


Washington has asked 
countries in the region to 
allow U.S. warships and 
planes to use their territorial 
waters and airspace to track 
down other vessels and air- 
craft suspected of carrying 
drugs. 

The crews would include 
U.S. military personnel with 
qualified observers from 
countries who grant permis- 
sion to pursue suspected 
drug traffickers into local 
airspace or territorial waters. 


Mr. Chinchilla said. 

In the interview. Mr. 
Chinchilla showed Reuters 
documents outlining the 
U.S. offer and other steps the 
U.S. is proposing. 

The large scope of the pro- 
posal likely would have seri- 
ous diplomatic and political 
implications in small coun- 
tries long wary of the colos- 
sus to the north. 

“Even though in the partic- 
ular case of Costa Rica we 
are in agreement in principle 


with the U.S, offer, we have 
sent the matter to the attor- 
ney general's office so that it 
can offer an opinion," Me. 
Chinchilla said. 

An agreement to allow for- 
eign troops to operate within 
their national territory would 
violate the constitution of 
some of the countries in- 
volved. Therefore United 
States would need permis- 
sion from the local legisla- 
ture of some countries in the 
region." 


But the benefits, to the U.S. 
anti-drug effort are obvious 
cutting off the escape routes 
for drug traffickers who can 
avoid U.S. interdiction 
efforts by seeking refuge in 
the national waters -or air- 
space of a third country.. ’ _ 
Most countries in Central 
America and the Caribbean 
lack sophisticated air and sea 
defence systems* that can be 
used to hone in on (hug traf- 
fickers. 


IRA has shown ‘ genuineness ’ over ceasefire — Mowlam 


ON (R) — Britain’s 
m Ireland Secretary 
owlem said Wednes- 
te Irish Republican 
(IRA) had shown 
genuineness” in their 
ceasefire. 

As. Mowlam said she 
i yet ready to decide 
r the guerrilla group’s 
j wing Sinn Fein 
be allowed into talks 
province’s future, 
a positive picture as 
put to me by some 
the security services 
ay” she told BBC 


/lowlam said she 
we to consult Prime 
Tbny Blair before 
whether Sinn Fein 
>e admitted to the 


multi-party talks which 
resume on SepL 15. 

“By word and deed, they 
(the IRA) have shown a cer- 
tain degree of genuineness, I 
have no doubt about that,” 
Ms. Mowlam said. 

“But I still want to make 
the judgement in the round. 
I want to talk (o the prime 
minister, and 1 haven’t made 
as’ yet a final judgment.” she 
added. 

The IRA resumed their 
ceasefire in July after the 
government dropped a 
British insistence that the 
guerrillas start disposing of 
tbeir weapons before being 
admitted to talks. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments Tuesday an- 
nounced agreement on an 


independent international 
commission on (arms) de- 
commissioning which 
would operate alongside the 
talks. 

The move met with a 
mixed reaction from protes- 
tant political parties who 
want Britain to retain sove- 
rerignty over the pros ince. 

David Trimble, leader of 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
which has half the pn> 
vinces 18 MPs. said Lhe 
Dublin-London deal u-as 
inadequate. “The agreement 
itself has very little sub- 
stance in iC he said. 

But David Ervine, leader 
. of the Progressive Unionist 
Party which has links with 
Protestant guerrillas, des- 
cribed the agreement as a 


“historic document” 

"The question is ‘have they 
done enough to get rid of the 
illegal weapons,' and the 
answer is that they can't do 
much more given that it is a 
voluntary process.” he said. 

Britain and Ireland an- 
nounced Tuesday the form- 
ing of a new body intended 
to rid Nonhem Ireland of 
guerrilla arms and help 
secure a permanent peace 
after decades of bloodshed. 

Ministers said the “inde- 
pendent international com- 
mission on decommission- 
ing” would operate along- 
side full-scale talks due to 
start on SepL 15 and would 
have offices in Belfast and 
Dublin. 

Ms- Mowlam and Irish 


Foreign Affairs Minister 
Ray Burke signed an agree- 
ment on the commission 
during 90 minutes of talks 
in Belfast. 

Despite ceasefires, pro- 
Irish IRA and pro-British 
loyalist militias are refusing 
to hand in the weapons they 
have used in a 28-year war 
over the future of rule by 
Britain. 

But Britain and Ireland 
hope that the establishment 
of a commission to super- 
vise a handover of arma- 
ments will be a spur for 
multi-party talks that have 
been paralysed by rows over 
the illegal weaponry for 
more than a year. 

The ministers said they 
were honouring a commit- 


ment by their governments 
and they appealed to reluc- 
tant Protestant parties to 
bury suspicions about the 
September talks and take 
their seats in them. ' 

“It (the peace process) 
needs a leap of faith on all 
sides. We are giving it the 
best push that we can. Now 
we need some support from 
all parties around the table,". 
Mr. Burke told reporters. 

‘The signing of this agree- 
ment paves the way for the 
commission to be ready to 
commence work on a folly 
operational basis alongside 
die start of substantive nego- 
tiations on Sept 15," said. 
Ms. Mowlam. 

‘To achieve this goal, the 
two governments are also 


taking- a range of other steps 
including joint approaches to 
the U.S.. Canadian and 
French governments to help 

identify -members -of the 
commission,” she added ■- 

Furious Protestaiir politi- 
cians, speaking for the pro- 
vince’s pro-British majority, 
accuse London and Dublin of 
beading oyer backwards to 
appease the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) and spirit 
its political atm Sinn r .Fcra 
into the September talks. . 

Many Protestant ^politi- 
cians regard an IRA cessa- 
tion of violence, declared op. 
July 20, as only a short-term-- 
tactic and . are angry that; 
Sinn Fein is poised to come’ 
to the table before any: arms ' 
are surrendered. . — 


Group starts 

world’s 

■ ■ ■ 

tallest 

skyscraper 
in Shanghai 

SHANGHAI (R) — A 
Japanese group Wednesday 
defied a sagging Shanghai 
real estate market and broke 
ground on a - $630 million 
stysaraper that will become 
the world’s taUestbinlding- 
. As a Chinese array band 
"Maned martial music and a 
swarm of balloons sailed 
. skyward, Japanese ' corpo- 
rate leaders., foreign digni- 

■ taries arid city officials sym- 
. bolically poked the first 

shovels into . the soft 
Shanghai soil. 

“I believe success belongs 
' to' ~ those with vision,” 
' Shanghai's Vice Mayor 
.Zhao Qizheng .said during 
.foe ceremonies at the con- 
struction site in the heart of 
what will eventually -be the 
city' s financial centre. 

. jTbe Shanghai World 
Financial Centre will rise up 
from the new financial heart 
of the city’s Pudong district 
. and tower over the famed 
Bund — the old* pre- 
. Communist business centre 

■ along foe waterfront 
, . When foe office tower and 
hotel is completed in 200 1 it 
wfll c Fimh 94 storeys or 460 

..metres, making it eight 
metres . taUer than the- cur- 
rent .. world ' leader, the 
Petronas Towers m Kuala 
Lumpur. 

The main , backer of die 
project is a subsidiary of the 
privately held Mori 
Building Co: Ltd. but it has 
beeajoined by 36 other cor- 

■ porare investors, a virtual 
who's who of Japanese 
banks, trading - firms and 
insurance companies. 

A Mori official said foe 
cost of the building, cafcu- 
lated at current . foreign 
■exchange rates, " wilt, rise 
with internal construction 
work. One-third of the total 
will be raised from equity 
and the rest will have to be 
bonbwed. 

But the project, is moving 
ahead at a time when 
Shanghai has gone through 
hs first building boom and 
is now suffering from a glut 
of real estate. 

Empty ' and ' half-empty 
buildings dot the landscape, 
some of them abandoned 
for Tack of funds and ten- 
ants.” . ' — . . 

Work began on foe 
Shan ghai World Financial - 
Centre almost in foe shadow 
of the Jinmao Tower, an 88- 
storey skyscraper foar will 
hold its topping out ceremo- 
ny Thursday. . 

“Both buildings are going 
* to increase supply enor- 
mously, "said Sam Crispin, 
senior manager at prop* 
managers First 
davies. 

The Shanghai 
: Financial Centre win add 
335.700 square metres of 
total floor space onto foe 
market, which is struggling 
to absorb supply. 

The vacancy rate in 
Pn dong’s financial district 
is expected to soar to 43 per 
- cent next year though it is 
likely’ to drop to around 15 
per cent by the tiring the 
World Financial "Centre is 
ready. 

Minoru Mori* president of 
Mori Bunding Co. Ltd. 
brushed aside ' conc erns 
about the stre n gt h of the 
Shanghai real estate market 
saying his project would 
find plenty of customers. 

' “There seems to be a lot 
of empty buikfings in 
Shanghai but if you count 
the floor space ready to be 
occupied-foe vacancy rate is 
not: that = high." he . told 
reporters . filter the cere- 
monies. 

' T believe in 200 i when 
. the building, is completed, 
that will Be the second 
.boom for high quality build- 
ings," he added, “Then we 
will be ready." 

The great height of foe 
slender building and its con- 
. stmetiqn. on soft , soil will 
require special reinforce- 
ment,, addmg to construc- 
tion costs, moving materials 
to such hdghts also means 
■ further expense. 

^ Shanghai residents will be 
able- to distinguish foe glass 
■and metal covered, building 
.not only by its height but 

'* also its distinctive round 

;hole near foe top. 
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TTie town of Cork HiB sits at the foot of the ash $pewh$ Montserrat Volcano seen from Fleming HOI in Salem. 
Officials with the Montserrat Observatory say that the volcano is going through a period of nonexplosive dome 
growth (Renter photo) 

Montserrat chief says full evacuation ‘reasonable’ 


. ST. JOHN’S, Antigua (R) — Montserrat's chief minister 
^id Tuesday Britain might posh for a total evacuation of 
the Caribbean island because the society had been totally 
destroyed by volcanic eruptions. 

David Brandt said k was a “reasonable conclusion" dial 
London might seek a complete evacuation as a way to end 
the crisis caused by the Soufnere Hills Volcano, but called 
on the British government to support development of the 
island's uascarred northern end. 

“The business sector has been destroyed, there is not suf- 
ficient housing, the school system cannot operate because 
people are being sheltered in the schools, and it is a total 
destruction of the society” Mr. Brandt told a news confer- 
ence. 

The volcano burst to life in July 1995 and has devastated 
the southern half of rhe island. Fiery eruptions in June 
4 destroyed seven villages and killed 19 people, and hot rock 
flows in early August destroyed much of the capital, 
Plymouth. 

Mr. BraDdf, in Antigua for an emergency meeting with 
Caribbean Community (CARJCOM) leaders on how to 
tackle Montserrat's devastation, blasted Britain over its 
handling of the crisis and demanded it release funds to 
develop the north, the only area scientists consider safe. 

“It is wrong to give the international community the 
impression that we have given you £41 million ($65 mil- 
lion) and at the same time secretly slopping the spending of 
those funds," Mr. Brandt said. 

Montserrat authorities said Britain had frozen the funding 
while waiting to see how many islanders accept its offer of 
evacuation assistance. 

Britain and its colony have traded angry barbs in the past 
few days over handling of the disaster, with Montserratians 
saying London was doing too little and a British minister 
accusing its leaders of flouting “irresponsible fantasy fig- 
ures" for relocation compensation. 

Adults who want to settle on other Caribbean islands have 
been offered about $4,000 and children $ 1 ,000. 

Montserrat has lost more than half its population in the past 
two-years and on Saturday Britain’s Royal Navy began an 
official evacuation, but local officials said fewer than 100 of 
the 4,000-5,000 people remaining had left with most await- 
* mg the outcome of die battle over relocation aid. 

■ Me Brandt lamented that Montserrat’s centuries-old soci- 
ety — Columbus named the island in 1493 — might van- 
i«* 

“How are you going to put a financial measure on the dis- 
appearance of a whole country?” 

London Tuesday announced that George Foulkes, under 
secretary of state for international development, would visit 


Montserrat this weekend to ease tensions with the territory. 

Mr. Brandt, who became chief minister Friday following 
the sudden resignation of Bertrand Osborne, met Tuesday 
. with Jamaican Prime Minister PJ. Patterson. Grenada 
Prime Minister Keith Mitchell. Sr. Kitts and Nevis Prime 
Minister Denzil Douglas and Antigua and Barbuda Prime 
Minister Lester Bird. 

Mr. Patterson told reporters the CARICOM economic 
alliance was backing Montserrat's call for Britain to pro- 
vide more support. 

“We hope that the support of the British government will 
be more tangible, more immediately evident and more 
quick than has been the case so far,” he said, 

Antigua, 43 kilometres northeast of Montserrat, has given 
refuge to about 3,000 people displaced by the volcano, but 
says it cannot afford to shelter fleeing Montserratians. 

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook said Wednesday he 
had launched a review into how Britain treats its dependent 
territories in the wake of the dispute with the volcano-rav- 
aged Montserrat. 

“I will be making a major policy speech on the dependent 
territories next February. A priority for the foreign office 
between now and then will be to ensure we come up with a 
consistent policy,” Mr. Cook told reporters during a flight to 
South East Asia. 

Britain is mired in a row over the level of aid it is offering 
to the people of Montserrat, one of the 12 small so-called 
dependent territories which are all that remains of a once 
mighty empire. 

“We will go through the dozen territories and ensure there 
is a custom-made solution for each of them. We have to 
ensure there is no suspicion of any neglect,” Mr. Cook said 
in comments clearly aimed at the unhappy inhabitants of 
Montserrat, many of whom say Britain has forsaken them. 

Islanders have said Britain's offer of aid to those wishing 
to leave Montserrat is derisory, prompting British 
International Development Secretary Clare Short to 
denounce them as greedy and unrealistic. 

' “There has obviously been a failure of communication 
over the last few weeks, but not a failure of policy,” said Mr 
Cook, whose ministry has ultimate responsibility for 
Monserrat. 

On Monday, the British government announced the cre- 
‘ation of an action group to coordinate aid to the Islanders 
— a move widely seen as sidelining short after her hardline 
comments. 

Mr. Cook said Britain could only now turn its mind to 
reviewing policy towards the dependent territories because 
it had previously been concentrating all its efforts on the 
July 1 handover of Hong Kong to China. 


Philippine leader says no to second term 


MANILA, (AFP) — Fidel 
Ramos Wednesday renewed 
his pledge to step down from 
the Pla&ppine presidency in 
1998, amid growing protest 
led by his predecessor Cora- 
zoa Aquino against moves to 
amend the constitution. 

“I ; do 'not seek a second 
terra for myself,” Mr. Ramos 
told a regional conference of 


Asia-Pacific justices here. 

Ms. Aquino, who had 
backed Mr. Ramos in the 
1992 election, announced 
Tuesday that she and Roman 
Catholic archbishop, 

Car dinal J aime Sin would 
lead a tally next month 
against proposed moves fix' 
charter changes. 

Mr. Ramos reiterated. 


however that he supported 
Filipinos’ right to change the 
constitution and for lawmak- 
ers to call for a constituent 
assembly since this was 
“enshrined in the same con- 
stitution” 

“I nonetheless recognise 
and respect the people’s 
right to petition for constitu- 
tional change. No earthly 


power can ever take that 
away^from them,” he said. 

“It is likewise the right of 
the representatives of our 
people who have been elect- 
ed to congress to decide 
what is best for our future by 
way of enlightened laws and 
even amendments to our 
constitution,” Mr. Ramos 
added. 


Diajia hits out at press and Conservatives 


PARIS .^(R) — Princess 
Diana hirnot at the British 
press aatf the former Con- 
servative government - in a 
rare interview published in 
^UK^Wbdbesday, and said 
she would have left Britain 
long agcvbut for her sons. 

is ferocious. It 
Pardons nothing, it. only 
hums fbr mistakes. Every 
motive is twisted, every ges- 
j. tare rzijirised," Princess 
' Diana said m the interview 
with the French daily Le 
Monde, 

‘^Overseas, it’s different I 
am welcomed with kind- 
ness, I am accepted for what 
1 am,* she said, according to 
the French translation of her 

comments. - 

“In Great Britain it’s the 
opposite. And I think that in 
; my place, any sane person 
would have left long ago. 
But I cannot. 1 have my 
sons.” 

In a party political com- 
ment, very rare for a mem- 
ber of the royal family and 
j sure to Stir up controversy, 
r Princess r Diana hailed the 
new Labour government’s 
decision to push for a ban 
on anti-personnel landmines 


and attacked its Conserva- 
tive predecessor. 

She said the position of 
the Labour Party had al- 
ways been clear on the sub- 
ject 

“It will do a great job, Its 
predecessor was so hopeless. 
I hope we will manage to 
convince the United States to 
sign a treaty to ban land- 
mines in December in 
Ottawa.” 

In the interview, headlined 
“the princess with a big 
heart,” Princess Diana ad- 
ded: “Over the course of the 
years, I have had to leam to 
ignore criticism. But the iro- 
ny is that it has been useful 
to me in giving me a strength 
I didn’t know I possessed.” 

The 36-year-old princess 
has been in the public eye 
lately mainly due to a high- 
profile romance With Dodi 
AI Fayed, Egyptian heir to 
Hatreds Department Store 
in London. 

Newspapers around the 
world have splashed pic- 
tures of the couple nuzzling 
up to one another during a 
string of recent holidays. 

The latest batch of photos, 
published Monday, showed 


the pair caressing each other 
while Mr. Fayed’s yacht 
was moored at the Italian 
resort of Portofino. 

Princess Diana, divorced 
from heir-to-the-tbrone 
Prince Charles a year ago 
this week, has previously 
gone to great lengths to 
keep her men friends out of 
the public eye but appears to 
have cast caution aside in 
the case of Mr. Fayed, 42. 

The interview with Le 
Monde journalist Annick 
Cojean in London steered 
clear of her love life, focus- 
ing cm Princess Diana’s 
humanitarian efforts such as 
her cam paign against anti- 
personnel mines and fre- 
quent visits to hospitals and 
poor people in developing 
nations. 

Princess Diana said that 
she had felt her freedom 
become constrained when 
she joined the royal family. 
“Bom the day I entered that 
family, nothing.. .could be 
done naturally,” she said. 

‘ “1 feel close to people, 
whoever they may be. Right 
off, we are at the same level, 
on the same wavelength.” 
Princess Duma said. 


‘This is why I irritate cer- 
tain circles — because I am 
much closer to the people at 
the bottom than to the people 
at the top, and the latter do 
not forgive me. Because I 
have a genuine feeling of 
closeness with the bumblesL a 

“My father always taught 
me to treat everyone as an 
equal, and I am certain that 
(sobs) Harry and W illiam 
follow this example.” she 
said. 

Princess Diana said that 
being constantly in the pub- 
lic eye placed a heavy res- 
ponsibility on ho 1 , which 
she did not take lightly. 

“If I bad to define my role, 
I would use the word ‘mes- 
senger’,” she said, .explain- 
ing that she used her public 
appearances “to transmit a 
message, sensitise the world 
to an important cause, 
defend certain values.” 

“Nothing makes me hap- 
pier than to try to help soci- 
ety’s most vulnerable” she 
said. “That is a goal and a 
crucial part of my life, a sort 
of destiny. Whenever some- 
one in distress calls, I will 
hasten there, wherever that 
maybe.” 


Taleban forces claim gains 
north of Afghan capital 


KABUL (AFP) — In only 
four hours of fighting north 
of the Afghan capital, the 
Taleban ' militia have 

claimed the capture of key 
, ground from their northern- 
based opponents, a frontline 
commander told AFP Wed- 
nesday. 

Frontline chief Haji Abdul 
Malik said a number of vil- 
lages in the Koh-e-Safi dis- 
trict — 50 kilometers north- 
east of Kabul — ^-had been 
recaptured in the first Tale- 
ban advances in more than a 
month. 

“We captured Ahmad Za- 
hi. Jal-e-QaJa, Scandera and 
Saparay villages of Koh-e- 
Safi in the offensive.” Mr. 
Malik said. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of the claims was im- 
mediately available. 

The dusty district which 
guards a key northern en- 
trance to Kabul fell into the 
hands of the anti -Taleban 


Swiss 
sterilised 
mental 
patients — 
historian 

GENEVA (R) — Swiss 
doctors sterilised mentally- 
handicapped patients 
against their will under a 
law passed in 1928, a copy 
of which was requested by 
Adolf Hitler, a Swiss histo- 
rian said. 

Hans Ulrich Jost, a pro- 
fessor of history at the Uni- 
versity of Lausanne, told 
Swiss Television Tuesday 
night that many people . — 
nice out of 10 of them wo- 
men — were affected by the 
campaign, in the canton of 
Vaud. 

‘Even Hiller requested a 
copy of the law from the 
canton and from the gov- 
ernment in Berne as a basis 
Tex Nazi Germany’s own 
racist laws,” Mr. Jost said. 

“It is hard to say how ma- 
ny sterilisations were car- 
ried out based on the law 
but the number must have 
been high,” he added. 

Hie historian said the 
campaign resembled racial 
cleansing “sciences” prac- 
tised in Sweden and Nor- 
way after World War 1. 

Swedes have been 
shocked by recent revela- 
tions that Social Democra- 
tic Swedish governments 
sterilised 60,000 women to 
rid society of “inferior” ra- 
cial types and to encourage 
Aryan features. 

Mr. Jost said French-spea- 
king Vaud, in western Swit- 
zerland, was the only can- 
ton with such a law but said 
be believed similar forced 
ste rilisati ons were carried 
out is other parts of the Al- 
pine country. 

One young woman, two 
months pregnant, was rec- 
ommended for sterilisation 
because she was “feeble- 
minded, morally weak, idi- 
otic and promiscuous,” ac- 
cording to one document 
shown on television. 

It was issued by the Zu- 
rich University Polyclinic 
and dated 1944. 

Swiss media reacted with 
shock. 

“Sterilising people to 
force them to be sterile be- 
cause they are annoying to 
others and to create a pure 
race is an inadmissible 
practice,” French-language 
daily Tribune de Geneve 
said on its front page. 

The newspaper said the 
practice was started in Vaud 
by Swiss pychiairist Au- 
guste fore!, who arrived in 
the canton from Zurich and 
convinced officials there of 
the need for a “racial hy- 
giene” ramjiaigfi. 

The sterilisation law was 
passed in Vaud in 1928, 
Swiss Television said. Me- 
dia Wednesday quoted Vaud 
officials as saying the prac- 
tice was stopped more than 
20 years ago. 

Mr. Jost said Germany 
asked for a copy of the Vaud 

law in 1934 as a basis for its 
own racist legislation. 


after fierce fighting one 
week ago. 

Mr. Malik said 25 troops 
loyal to ousted government 
strongman Ahmad Shah 
Masood were killed and a 
further 30 were taken pris- 
oner. 

“We suffered no casualties 
as we managed! to outflank 
them.” Mr. Malik ex- 
plained. adding the usual 
militia assertion that oppo- 
sition “forces of evil and 
corruption" have no morale. 

Mr. Malik also promised 
more Taleban action on the 
frontlines that zig-zags 
north of the Afghan capital 
and at the closest point are 
within a mere 25 kilometres 
from the city centre. 

“Every inch and every 
rock of the country' is vital 
for us to take and bring 
Shariat (Islamic law)” Mr. 
Malik said. 

Meanwhile, Afghan sour- 
ces in Pakistan said Masood 


loyalists Wednesday opened 
a new front in eastern Af- 
ghanistan against the Tale- 
ban, launching attacks at 
four places. 

The opposition troops led 
by Commander Hazrar Ali 
attacked Taleban positions 
in eastern Ningarhar and 
Kuaar provinces, the Pakis- 
tan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) repented. 

The offensive was 
launched in Khewu, 30 kilo- 
meters north of the Ningar- 
har provincial capital Jala- 
labad. AIP said 

The fighting which spread 
to other areas was now rag- 
ing in Narang, Sarkani and 
Chowkai districts of Kunar 
province. 

At least six people were 
killed on both sides includ- 
ing a senior Taleban official 
whose jeep was hit by an 
artillery shell, the private 
information service said. 

Taleban authorities have 


rushed 400 mflitiamen to 
inforce their strength m 
battle zone, AIP quoted Ta- 
leban officials as saying. 

The Tkleban militia wbicti 
captured the east ern pf°" 
vinces last year before seiz- 
ing Kabul in Septembet; 
have been challenged p*®^*" 
ously also in the area by 
commanders loyal to the 
ousted government of for- 
mer president Burhanuddin 
Rabhani. 

The latest attacks coincide 
with pressure by Masood 
forces on the Afghan capi- 
tal. 

The opposition thrust on 
Kabul suffered a setback 
last week when their shad- 
ow prime minister Abdul 
Rahim Ghaforzai died in a 
plane crash at central 
Bamiyan province. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
is currently engaged in ne- 
gotiations to find a replace- 
ment, Afghan sources said. 


NASA satellite spins out of control 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— A recently launched 
NASA Earth-observing 
spacecraft is spinning out of 
control and may be tost al- 
together. the U.S. space 
agency said. 

The Earth-orbiting I-ewis 
spacecraft, which blasted 
off last Friday from Van- 
denberg Air force Base in 
California, was found to be 
spinning twice a minute 
when ground controllers 
contacted it early Tuesday. 

“Preliminary indications 
are that excessive thruster 
firing had occurred on one 
side of the spacecraft, caus- 
ing it to spin when it should 
be stable” the space agency 
said in a statement 

That has disrupted the 
spacecraft’s power-generat- 
ing capability, raising the 
potential of the loss of the 


mission. 

The spinning motion was 
preventing the satellite’s 
solar panels from pointing 
at the sun, causing its bat- 
teries to drain, four later 
attempts to contact the 
spacecraft 'were unsuccess- 
ful. 

The 385-kilogramme sa- 
tellite was built for NASA 
by TRW and was to have 
operated for a minimum of 
three years. The $65 million 
mission was hailed by 
NASA as a champion of its 
recently adopted “faster, 
cheaper, better” philosophy. 

NASA said the Earth- 
observing satellite had com- 
mercial applications for 
pollutant monitoring, analy- 
sis of endangered species 
habitats, and estimation of 
forest and agricultural pro- 
ductivity. 


The Lewis spacecraft was 
in a circular parking orbit 
and space ageDcy -officials 
said they bad at least three 
weeks to try to resolve the 
problem. 

“NASA and TRW are 
working hard to assess and 
better understand the situa- 
tion, in order to establish a 
recovery plan and try to 
resume the mission,” Sam- 
uel Venneri, chief Techno- 
logist at NASA headquar- 
ters said in the statement. 

There were also on board 
automatic systems that 
might be able to correct the 
problem and recharge the 
batteries, be added. 

Lewis is part of NASA's 
mission to planet Earth, a 
long-term multi -billion dol- 
lar Earth-observing pro- 
gramme. 


Hun Sen loyalists rain mortars on 
last Cambodian royalist bastion 


CHANGE CHOM (AFP) — 
Troops loyal to Cambodian 
strongman Hun Sen Wed- 
nesday began raining mor- 
tars and shells on the last ro- 
yalist outpost here after the 
besieged forces launched a 
guerrilla war against their 
rivals. 

The attack, the first by the 
stronger Phnom Penh troops 
here in three days, came 
after a long overnight lull in 
fighting for the town of 
O’Smach, which lies oppo- 
site this Thai border hamlet. 

Heavy weapons rounds 
fired by Second Premier 
Hun Sen’s Cambodian Peo- 
ple's Party troops rained 
down on the ramshackle, 
wooden buildings that line 
O’Smach’s only street, gut- 
ting the maricet and scores of 
buildings and leaving most 
of the trading town ablaze. 

Humes of black smoke 
rose up from the burning 
houses and shops in the hill- 
top town, still desperately 
defended by the troops of 
ousted First Premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

four soldiers ldyal to the 
prince were seriously 
wounded and taken across 
the bonder into Thailand, the 
Thai military said. 

“There is a lot of fighting 
but we are not sure what is 
happening or whether any 
side is attempting to move 
on the other”, a Thai military 
officer at the fenced border 
here said. 

The besieged forces of the 
prince responded to the lat- 
est barrage weakly, rally 
sending off a mortar or can- 
non volley occasionally 
ami d continuous fire from 
their better armed and 


equipped enemies. 

The latest outbreak of 
fighting here name as the 
Thai military said the royal- 
ists had changed their mili- 
tary tactics from the conven- 
tional to guerrilla in a bid to 
retain some military influ- 
ence in Cambodia. 

“(Prince Ranariddh’s) 
FUNC1NPEC soldiers have 
begun using guerrilla tactics 
to fight Hun Sen's men in 
this area,” Major General 
Chirasak Chirasak Prommo- 
pakom said. 

“We think that Rana- 
riddh's troops have begun a 
new military strategy to 
reduce the efficiency of the 
opposing forces of Hun 
Sen,” another senior officer 
who requested anonymity 
told AFP. 

“Last night there was fire 
coming from the Hun Sen- 
held town of Samrong and 
we believe it was the result 
of a guerrilla attack on Hun 
Sen,” the officer added. 

Samrong is located about 
40 kilometres south of 
O’Smach. 

The Thai officers said this 
was the first time (he troops 
of the prince, who was oust- 
ed by Mr. Hun Sen after a 
weekend of street fighting in 
Phnom Penh last month, had 
changed their strategy of 
attaclc 

The comments came 
despite a call Tuesday by 
Prince Ranariddh for a 
ceasefire and peace talks 
with Hun Sen’s government 

He said the gesture would 
be a “welcoming present” to 
mark the return of the 
prince’s father. King Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, to his coun- 
try Friday. But while the 


Phnom Penh government 
agreed to the call, it insisted 
that the royalist forces first 
lay down their arms, a con- 
dition angrily rejected by 
ousted Prince Ranariddh. In 
rebuffing Hun Sen’s condi- 
tions for a ceasefire, the 
prince said that to accept 
them would amount to “sur- 
render” and would leave 
them open to assassination. 

King Sihanouk, who has 
been receiving medical 
attention in Beijing since 
February, is to fly directly to 
the northern Cambodian 
town of Stem Reap, rite of 
the Angkor temple complex, 
Friday. 

In a separate development, 
•> the head of the Khmer Jour- 
nalists Association (KJA) 
said Wednesday that press 
freedom is in danger in 
Cambodia as many indepen- 
dent journalists have gone 
into exile or are afraid to 
speak out following last 
months coup by Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

Pin Samkhon, self-exiled 
president of the KJA, said 
opposition voices virtually 
had been silenced since Hud 
Sen ousted first Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh on July 6. 

I think all opposition and 
independent editors are out- 
side the country, said Mr. 
Samkhon, editor of die now- 
suspended Phnom Penh 
newspaper The Independent. 

He told a seminar organ- 
ised by the U.S.-based 
Freedom forum in Hong 
Kong that journalists had not 
yet been thrown in jail, but 
all who stayed were afraid to 
criticise the Hun Sen gov- 
ernment. 


Residents flee fighting in Brazzaville 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Fear- 
ful residents of southern 
Brazzaville have fled to 
nearby villages after Con- 
golese government forces 
stepped up attacks against 
supporters of former mili- 
tary strongman Denis Sas- 
sou Nguesso, state radio said 
Wednesday. 

Until Tiiesday, clashes had 
been restricted to the 
M'FIIou district in the west 
of Brazzaville and in north- 
ern parts of the capital. 


The exodus comes a day 
after government helicop- 
ters bombarded the Mpila 
district in the east of the ci- 
ty, controlled by Mr. Sassou 
Nguesso ’s supporters, on 
Monday. 

Monday’s raids were the 
first airborne attack by for- 
ces loyal to President Pascal 
Lissouba since hostilities 
broke out on June 5 after the 
head of stare sought to dis- 
arm his opponent’s Cobra 
militia ahead of now post- 


poned elections. 

Fighting in Brazzaville had 
previously involved heavy 
arms fire from multiple rock- 
et launchers and mortars, as 
well as automatic weapons 
and smaller guns. 

Bacongo and Makele-Ke- 
le, two districts in the south 
of the capital controlled by 
Bernard Kolelas, the Braz- 
zaville mayor and nrmriiainr 
in the conflict, have so far 
been spared serious vio- 
lence, witnesses said. 
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Refugees need 
to be rescued 


IN WHAT is definitely a negative measure that 
will make more diffic ult the lives of Palestinian 
refugees, the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), has decided to reduce ser- 
vices it offers to refugees. The decision is the 
result of severe budget constraints that the 
agency says make the maintenance of the cur- 
rent level of services not possible. 

Jordan has rightly rejected UNRWA’s deci- 
sion, warning of the alarming consequences the 
reduction of services offered to the refugees will 
result in. UNRWA should be enabled to reverse 
its decision. The international community and 
especially the traditional donor countries have a 
moral and political responsibility towards the 
agency and the people it serves. This is a respon- 
sibility that must be shouldered. 

UNRWA was established by the United Nations 
to exclusively deal with the Palestine refugees 
problem. Its mandate must continue until this 
problem is resolved in accordance with interna- 
tional law that upholds the refugees' right to 
compensation and or return. The notion that 
developed In the wake of the Madrid peace con- 
ference that UNRWA must be eventually phased 
out has devastating consequences for the 
refugees and the countries in which they live. 
The international community cannot expect the 
host countries to shoulder the burden of provid- 
ing for refugees alone. 

Jordan, the largest host and donor country to 
Palestinian refugees, has repeatedly stressed the 
importance of meeting the humanitarian rights 
of refugees. Its policy has been predicated on 
meeting the humanitarian needs and improving 
the living conditions of refugees not as an alter- 
native to the fulfillment of their political rights 
and aspirations but as a necessary prerequisite 
for realising these rights and keeping the issue 
alive. In all international forums, the country 
has urged donor nations to continue their finan- 
cial support for refugees. A few months ago in 
Amman, His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 
Hassan warned at a meeting of UNRWA’s major 
donors of the danger inherent in ignoring the 
issue of refugees which is incr easing ly becoming 
politically incorrect Prince Hassan called on 
donor nations to maintain their financial sup- 
port for UNRWA. This is a call that must be 
heeded. The Palestinian refugees are living 
under extremely difficult conditions that should 
not be made more nightmarish. Jordan, whose 
annual spending of about $350 million on 
refugees is equal to UNRWA’s annual budget 
and other host countries, simply do not have the 
financial means to meet all the needs of refugees. 

As the search for a political solution to the 
refugees problem continues, h umanitarian assis- 
tance to them must not be halted. Donor coun- 
tries should not deduct assistance they give to 
the Palestinian National Authority from their 
contributions to UNRWA. The West B ank and 
Gaza are only two of five areas of operation in 
which UNRWA operates. Refugees living in 
these areas of operation are entitled to a digni- 
fied life and to the vital services that UNRWA 
offers. 

The international co mmuni ty must move fast 
to rescue UNRWA and the people it serves. 
Abandoning UNRWA at this very sensitive point 
in the effort to bring about peace and s tab ility to 
the Middle East will help no one, neither the 
refugees and nor the cause of peace itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Arab AI Yawm criticised 
China for responding to Israeli Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu's desire and announcing that it will 
refrain from selling Iran any materials needed for 
its nuclear reactor. Saleh Qallab said that China 
will be the losing party in trade if it favours Israel, 
with its five million inhabitants, over Iran's 60 
million. Iran represents a vast market for China's 
products, unlike Israel, which is an industrial 
state with little need for China's products, the 
writer pointed out. He said under the founders of 
modern China, Beijing never wavered in provid- 
ing support for the Arab causes and the causes of 
nations struggling against colonial powers and 
seeking freedom, noted the writer. He said it is 
dear that Israel is a colonial power which main- 
tains its occupation of Arab lands and it is most 
surprising to see China siding by Israel and 
responding to its call not to provide Iran with the 
material needed for its nuclear reactor although 
Tehran has been reiterating its intention to use the 
reactor for peaceful purposes. China, said the 
writer, seems to have taken an unprecedented 
step, when it opted for political interests rather 
than stick to its ideological and economic inter- 
ests, when it favoured Israel. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdonbeh 


Tawjihi and the many traumas in its aftermath 


THE AFTERMATH of the 
tawjihi is a trauma for most 
parents and their children who 
pass the exam successfully in 
our society, in addition to the 
trauma, of course, which pre- 
cedes and accompanies h. The 
afte rmath is a time of deci- 
sions — ones which cause, for 
the many, a great deal of anx- 
iety, stress, pain and, often, 
torture and misery: what uni- 
versity to choose and what 
speciality? The speciality cc 
university you (as a parent) 
want or the one your 
son/daughter wants? The one 
your son/daughter really 
wants to attend (m case of the 
university) or choose On case 
of die speciality), or the one 
their grades in the tawjihi enti- 


tle them to attend or choose? 

Then there is ibe trauma of 
those parents from the capital, 
Am man, or its vicinity whose 
sons/daugbt&s are admitted to 
national universities in other 
govemoraies but who want 
them to attend the University 
of Jordan so that the children 
wiDrontmue to live with them 
at home and be under their 
supervision, forgetting (with 
the exception of those who 
harbour such preference for 
economic reasons — Le. that 
children who stay with their 
parents cost less than those 
who commute or live inde- 
pendently) that fti e experience 
their sons/ daughters gain 
when they commute or live in 
other go venwrates is extreme- 


ly valuable and precious. 

And there is the trauma of 
those parents whose children 
fail to obtain the grades winch 
enable them to attend national 

universities. Not those whose 

children get below 65 per cent 

and are not — in accordance 
with national admission regu- 
lations — allowed to file an 
application for admission at 
the national universities bur 
those whose children obtain 
grades above 65 (usually 
between 65 and 75) and who 
h ave no chance of being 
admitted, for toe competition 
is tough. 

These parents and children 
have probably a rougher and 
tougher time than the rest 
Unless these children coins 


through one of the categories 
which the national admission 
policy. makes an exception to 
(le. that of the remote gcwer- 
oorates. of the children of 
arm y personnel or teachers, 
etc., who may be admitted 
with a grade of 65, 69 or 72), 
they have no chance of being 
admitted to national universi- 
ties. The choice they have is 

ehher to attend private univer- 
sities or seek admission 
abroad (of course, many of 
them never think of joining 
community colleges, even 
though some of them do). 

What makes their trauma 
to ugh er is that for a whale, 
many of them think that if 
they pull the right strings, they 
may get admission to national 


universities — an assumption 
which though false they 
believe in their heart of hearts 
to be true. You attempt to con- 
vince a patent who approach- 
es you to help his son/daugh- 
ter get admitted (Le. those 
whose grades are in the rage 
of 65-75) that unless their 
sons/daughters ate entitled to 
be on one of the lists of (he 
exceptional categories 

referred to above, there is no 
way they will be accepted. 
Our national universities 
observe the rules and regular 
Dots of admission faithfully 
and meticulously. But such 
parents never believe youl 
Drawing on . their experience 
with other institutions and 
other applications, they think 


iftfaey push harder m ft* 
dnection of finding the tight 

string, they may be abk to 
pull it through; a felse hope 

and a misconception which 
causes them and those tbev 
bombard wfch visits and 
phone calls a gre& deal cf 
pain and embarrassment 

And there is the trauma cf- : 
those parents wbose chr l^ 
obtain high grades in fl* 
school certificate (say 97 pQ. 
cent) butgetalcw nakin §1 
WflM (say 70 pefS), JJ ■ 
(bey are puzzled by what hap- 
pened. 

As long as the tawjihi is 
with us (and one does not see 
a better alternative in the near 
future) such traumas win be 
with us for some time. 


‘ Will Jordan be the Singapore of the Middle East?’ 




By Izzat R. Dajam 


COMPARATIVE STUDIES 
usually offer best assessments 
due to die feet that set criteria 
and performance indicators are 
being benchmarked and refer- 
enced. And through compar- 
ing, for example, it could be 
found out whether Jordan and 
Singapore are alike or different. 

Both countries fell under the 
criteria and definition of 
emerging markets. It was only 
in 1986 that the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) 
started to exert efforts to pro- 
mote capital market develop- 
ment in the less developed 
countries which have low and 
middle per capita income. 

Jordan and Singapore could 
be said to have similar physical 
structures or modes of gover- 
nance; they certainly share sim- 
ilar structural and political 
input They each have a rela- 
tively small population base of 
about 4 million people. The 
inhabitants tend to be multi- 
ethnic in nature, with Chinese, 
Malay and Indians forming the 
bulk mix in Singapore and. 
Jordan having Armenians, 
Bosnians, Chechens and 

Circassians among the 
Jotdanian/Palestioian majority. 
Both countries seem to cherish 
happy co-existence and accept 
different religions as practised 
by fee differing ethnic groups. 
Politically. Jordan and 

Singapore have each been gov- 
erned by strong and progres- 
sive leaderships wife clear 
vision, wisdom and determined 
focus. 

Both countries endured long 
hardships after obtaining their 
respective independence, but 
managed to maintain recognis- 
able levels of domestic stability 
in an otherwise volatile region. 

It is in fee economic perfor- 
mance where Singapore and 
Jordan do Dot have matching 
results, wife markedly different 


economic output. Whilst 
Jordan's gross national product 
(GNP) per capita is about 
$ 1 , 200 , it is dwarfed by 
Singapore's staggering figure, 
in excess of $ 1 1 . 000 . 

Jordan's market capitalisa- 
tion. as registered in 1992, was 
$3.40 biffion, as compared to 
Singapore’s $49.00 billion. 
Whilst market capitalisation 
was spread across different 
stocks in Singapore, it was dif- 
ferent in Jordan, as it was con- 
centrated in fee ten largest 
stocks, which themselves held 
49 per cent share of fee total . 
market capitalisation, accord- 
ing to fee 1992 official data. 
This is due to fee tendency of 
many companies in Jordan to 
be held by families or by the 
government, wife fee number 
of shares available for trading 
or purchase limited. The num- 
ber of listed companies on the 
stock exchange in Jordan, for 
fee same period, was 103, as 
compared to Singapore's 213. 

There have been many fac- 
tors positively influencing eco- 
norrti^-v developments in both 
Jordan and Singapore. Trends 
towards lower death rates and 
longer life spans have had a 
dramatic impact cm education 
and experience levels, wife 
marked influence on economic 
abilities and aspirations. There 
has also been fee powerful 
impact of technology, wife die 
ensuing results of better com- 
munication and much 
improved productivity. 

Whilst data is not available 
for Jordan, fee number of tele- 
phones in 1991 was highest in 
Singapore amongst all other 
emerging markets, wife fee 
exception of Hong Kong which 
had the same figure, 500 tele- 
phones per l,CO0 people. In 
Jordan, fee rise in living stan- 
dards created a critical demand 
for telephone services, wife 
people often having to wait 
more than two years for tele- 


phones to be installed and whb 
exorbitant fees. 

Singapcre has excelled in 
implementing a modem eco- 
nomic philosophy in which 
market economic systems are 
most successful in stimulating 
economic growth. Its gross 
domestic product (GDP) for 
1995 was $121 billion, grow- 
ing at eight percent annually. 

Without further delving into 
die Jordanian factors, as they 
are known to most analysts and 
economic/political observers in 
the Middle East, I will tty to 
highlig ht fee significant criteria 
fear influenced Singapore’s 
miraculous economic develop- 
ment 

Lee Kuan Yew presided over 
fee government from 1959 till 
he stepped down in 1990, after 
which he remained as a semes’ 
minister. He ironically said fear 
since 1959, Singapore has had 
only “one” government dnring 
which time young men were 
brought into the government, 
given responsibilities and 
encouraged to gain experience. 
Core members of fee 
Singapore government today 
have experience feat averages 
over 15 years. They are instru- 
mental in mamtain mg if not 
developing, economic and 
administrative performances. 

Lee Kuan Yew attributed this 
progress to two basic factors: 

— A government which was 
clean, flee from corruption, 
capable and serious and whose 
accumulated experience result- 
ed in improved judgement. 

— A people who were united 
and worked together with 
employers and tire government 
to overcome fee difficulties the 
country faced, and backed 
tough government policies in 
order to overcome those diffi- 
culties. 

Singapore took advantage to 
fee most of its geographic loca- 
tion, bu3t up its infrastructure, 
upgraded its manpower and 


trained its people to meet fee 
needs of international trade, 
industry and services. To com- 
pete and survive wife no natur- 
al resources. Singaporeans 
became better trained, better 
educated, better organised and 
equipped wife better infrastruc- 
ture. They matte sure they 
remained better at doing things 
thqn their neighbours w hilst 
using fee same machines and 
similar infrastructure. 

Singapore always opted and 
streamlined its policies and 
approach to remain among fee 
utmost successful three coun- 
tries in fee Asia Pacific region. 
It took strong measures to 
make sure its tiger economy 
endures. 

The government of 
Singapore has invested heavily 
in education, naming and 
scholarships, benefiting people 
greatly. These people have 
been told that they have a spe- 
cial obligation and duty 
towards society. It was fee bet- 
ter educated who were given 
the opportunity to move fee 
country forward wife great 
co mmi tment to society. This 
was especially relevant for 
those in charge of government, 
professions or business. They 
were driven to place the inter- 
ests of society above their own, 
ensuring fee well-being of fee 
society as a whole. 

There was no room for any- 
one p rofi t i ng from his/her pub- 
lic appointment. Clean and cor- 
ruption-free government is 
Sin gapo re's most precious 
political and economic asset 
For this reason it was recog- 
nised that ministers who deal 
wife millions, if not billions, of 
d ollars should not be paid low 
salaries since low salaries are 
not attractive to able men who 
can be successful in their pro- 
fessions or business while they 
tend to draw hypocrites who 
sweet talk their way into power 
in fee name of public service. It 


Israeli demands to Arafat need to be realistic 


By Carmi Giflon 


TEL AVIV — As an Israeli 
intelligence officer I used to 
keep photographs in my office 
of Palestine Liberation 
Or ganis ation (PLO) officials 
who ware fee enemies of my 
people. Later, when I ran 
Israel’s internal security ser- 
vice, fee Shin Bet, I worked 
closely wife those same 
Palestinians to thwart our com- 
mon enemy: Islamic funda- 
mentalist terrorists . 

After the Oslo accords that 
Israel and the Palestinians 
signed in 1993, Israeli security 
officers initiall y found it diffi- 
cult to turn over sensitive infor- 
mation about terrorist plots or 
anus caches to our lon g-time 
foes. And the Palestinians bad 
a hard time arresting and inter- 
rogating their neighbours 
because it made them appear 
to be collaborators. 

But both sides swallowed 
fear distaste because cooperat- 
ing was fee only answer to ter- 
ror: Eventually we even ran 
joint operations — including 
one that led to an arrest for the 
bus bombings in Jerusalem in 
early 1996. 

Now fee mistrust is so deep 
that an American inrRlligmrp 

agent is needed to funnel infor- 
mation between fee 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) and Israeli officials 
about fee latest suicide bomb- 
ing in a Jerusalem market last 
month. 

In this atmosphere, relying 
solely on humiliating and bul- 
lying Yasser Arafat is not fee 
way to get him to crack down 


on terrorists and restore coop- 
eration wife Israeli intelli- 
gence. Some pressure on Mr 
Arafat is necessary. But it does 
not serve Israel’s interests to 
make him seem like a weak 
capitulator to Israeli Hmantfa 
or to create so much popular 
Palestinian resentment feat it 
strengthens fee hand of 
Harms . 

That is why it is counterpro- 
ductive to withhold tax rev- 
enues from the PNA, for 
example- That money pays fee 
salaries of fee Palestinian secu- 
rity officers whom the Israelis 
need to track down and step 
terrorists. 

When Israeli and Palestinian 


as a bargaining chip with the 
current Israeli government. He 
must be shown that this is 
unacceptable. So it made sense 
for fee U.S. envoy. Dennis 
Ross, to focus mainly during 
his recent visit to the region on 
pressing Me Arafat to take 
strong action against terrorism. 

Peace talks should not be 
restarted before Mr Arafat 
makes a solid effort to arrest 
terrorists and destroy fee net- 
work that supports them. Yet 
the demands made of him 
must be realistic. 

I grisli he could confiscate all 
ille gal weapons, clamp down 
on all anti-Israeli rhetoric and 
meej other demands of hard- 


“In this atmosphere, relying solely on 
humiliating and buUying Yasser Arafat is 
not the way to get him to crackdown on ter- 
rorists and restore cooperation with Israeli 
intelligence . Some pressure on Mr. Arafat 
is necessary. But it does not serve Israelis 
interests to make him seem like a weak 
capitulator to Israeli demands or to create 

so much popular Palestinian resentment 

that it strengthens the hand of Hamas” 


intelligence first started work- 
ing together after the Oslo 
accords, fee Palestinians had 
motivation but larked ability. 
Now they have ability but lade 
motivation. 

Mr. Arafat has played a dan- 
gerous, inexcusable game by 
using this security cooperation 


liners in Israel But he would 
not be able to do this and retain 
any credibility wife his people. 

Moreover, aa effective secu- 
rity dialogue cannot happen 
without political dialogue. If 
there is to be a crackdown on 
Palestinian terrorists, Mr 
Arafat must be aWe to demon- 


strate feat some benefits will 
accrue to those wbo are not in 
fee camp of Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad. The only bene- 
fits he can offer are economic 
progress and a peace process 
that is not continuously side- 
tracked. 

Before fee. Oslo accords, 
when Israel relied heavily on 
an often unreliable network of 
Palestinian in for m er s, - we 
could not do much to uproot 
fee Hamas terrorist infrastruc- 
ture. Suicidal young men wife 
access to sophisticated 
weaponry are extremely diffi- 
cult to stop. Mr. Arafat can do 
a better job against them, if 
only because, as Yitzhak Rabin 
used to say, be doesn’t have a 
Supreme Court or many civil 
libertarians to worry about 
* Just after some of fee worst 
terrorist outrages in 1996. 
when Israel responded by 
refusing to let in Palestinian 
workers, I sat together wife 
Palestinian intelligence offi- 
cers to plan strategies to find 
the perpetrators and prevent 
further attacks. That work 
required mutual trust It will be 
virtual impossible to do such 
woik again if fee political 
impasse continues. 

That is yet another reason 
why it is imperative for fee 
United States to step in as 
quickly as possible to get 

peace talks back on trade 


The writer was director of 
Israel's secret service from 
1994 to 1996. This article is 
reprinted from The New York 
Times. 


was also becoming increasing- 
ly impractical to depend solely 
mi the spirit of serving the 
nation to get good and able 
people to serve in government 
Singapore believed feat hi gh 
performance in any organisa- 
tion. but in government in par- 
ticular, depends on top-class 
Leaders. 

Top professionals are in short 
supply. Their skills are in 
demand by many firms around 
fee worid, wife high pay 
prospects. Conversely, at fee 
bottom end, fee market is 
flooded, ft was men and 
women from fee top profes- 
sional group that Singapore 
needed in government and 
look steps to draw into its 
ranks. 

Thus, Singapore came up 
wife a brilliant formula to 
encourage good and able men 
and women to join fee public 
service without sacrificing 
their financial livelihood under 
a corrupt-free environment 
Ministers’ salaries, together 
wife those of judges and civil 
servants, became pegged to fee 
salaries in the private sector 
instead of being fixed. Under 
this System, these people are 
paid two-thirds of fee salaries 
of the private sector top execu- 
tives, according to income tax 
returns, wife a two-year time 
lag. This was even accepted by 
fee citizemy at large as a viable 


The writer is currently & 
managing director cf Guiding 
Princiopies, a strategic, consul- 
tancy company. He con- 
tributed the abew article to the 
Jordan Times. 


LETTERS 


Love and sympathy 


To the Editor: 


THIS LET TER is on behalf of more than 300 inhabitants of 
Ostend wbo are all good friends of the Royal Jordanian 
Falcons and who wish to extend their sympathy to the team 
and Jordanian people for the loss of one of their friends. 

Now that the first impact of fee shock is over after feis ter: 
rible tragedy, we would like to put fee following into words: 

First and foremost, we would like to extend our deepest 
sympathy to fee wife, the family, fee team and fee many 
friends of Omar Bilal. This is a great loss for all of you, but 
also for everyone in Ostend who bad the pleasure of being - 
Omar's friend He was an appealing fellow who was much 
loved and appreciated We will miss our valuable friend 
dearly. 

We also wish to thank Her Majesty Queen Noor and 
Princess Iman for their much esteemed visit to Ostend It 
was regarded as fee highest token of respect for fee victims 
and their families. 

Tragedies, it seems, bring real friends even doser togeth- 
er. 

Indeed, for many of us, fee Falcons have always been the 
favourite team. Not only Because of their skill but also due 
to the style and flair with which they sought contact with the 
people of Ostend Real class! The dignity wife which the 
ream represented their country during fee remembrance ser- 
vice on fee day following fee accident demonstrated real 
courage and respect. 

This is how we have always known fee Royal Jordanian 
Falcons. A group of charismatic and friendly gentlemen, 
loyal to tfadr Kong and always ready to do the utmost in pro- 
prating their country, hi the most charming way possible 
they persuaded us to get to know mare about Jordan and its 
people. First impressions are important and in a very short- 
time they managed to rid us of all the prejudices which so 
many Western people are known to have. They taught us fee 
true character of fee Arab people on fee whole and in par- 
ticular feat of the Jordanians: a tolerant people, extremely 
kind and hospitable. Thanks to the RIF many of us had the 
honour and fee good fortune to visit Jordan which is some- 
thing we will continue to do in the future. 

Dear Jordanians, fee purpose of this Jester is to show you 
that friends in Ostend appreciate and support the RJF team 
mere than ever. An unfortunate tragedy is not going to 
change this. The demise ofOinarslwuktefeebegiiHiingof 
a more solid bond between the inhabitants of Jordan and 
Ostend What was started by the RJF must be built upon. For 
our part, Jordan will be promoted further in fee same mao’ 
ner that fee RJF always did. The foundation in Ostend of fee 
“friend’s circle El Ordoo” is meant as a greeting of honour 
to our great friends. 

Dear RJF, we anoerely hope we can welcome you in 
Ostend next summer. We miss you dearly and wish all 
Jordanians a wonderful future. 

You are always welcome. 
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means for ensuring fee best 
join the government and ftr 
m aintaining an equitable, cor- 
ruption-free governance envi- 
ronment. It is also true that 
pegging the safety scales to fee 
market means feat when fee 
market turns down during a 
recession, fee salaries of exec- 
utives in the private sector go 
down and so do the ministers’. 
This totally eradicated in Asa 
the concept that becoming a 
minister is big business. 

Lee Kuan Yew believed 
Singapore is not an cnfinay 
country and feus ordinary men 
will not be able to ran it The 
old guard, like Me Lee him- 
self. spent years selecting 
training, testing and preparing 
the key leaders in Singapore’s 
present government for fee job; 
This new breed has the ability 
to adapt fee system a? meet 
changing conditions. 

Jotdan possesses every crite- 
ria for success, yet fee results 
to dace have not been as 
encouraging. Tbe question that, 
tempts one is: WiB Jordan ever 
be fee Singapore of the Middle 
East? Only time can answer 
this. 
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The mandate of the Hew Securities Commission is a hefty 
one. Hand-picked by the Council of Ministers to cany out 
the mission are five commissioners chaired by Michel 
Mono, who leaves his position as deputy governor of the 
Certified Sank of Jordan, far the new full-time task. Or. 
Mono obtained Jus Masters andPhj>. degrees in econom- 
ics from tke University of Southern California in 1970. He 
served as chairman of tfte board of the Industrial 
Development Bank and the- Jordan Mortgage Refinance 
Company. He has been deputy governor of the CBJ since 
1989: Dr. Mono has represented Jordan on bilateral and 
multilateral committees within the framework of the Arab - 
Israeli peace talks. He h vs also Jordan's debt negotiator 
for the London Club (1989-93) and the Baris Club (1989- 
97) as well as the bilateral negotiations of creditor coun- 
tries of the Paris Club. As a member of the negotiating team 
with the International Monetary Fund, Dr. Marta has 
played a critical role in helping Jordan achieve monetary 
stability and economic reform. Along with him on the team 
of commissioners an: Deputy Chairman Hisham Tel, a for- 
mer minister of justice and of state far prime ministry 
affairs: Dr. Tayseer Abdel Jaber, former minister of labour 
and farmer under secretary general at the U.N. Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia, and most recent- 
ly director of the Arab Consulting Centre: Dr. Maher 
Waked, assist tint general manager of the Batik of Jordan ; 
atul Abdul Hamid Hiyari, director general of the General 
Supplies Department where he was in charge of the Central 
Tenders Committee. This commission is designed to pro- 
vide the enabling environment to achieve sound dealings in 
securities through the regulation, develop ment and moni- 
toring of securities and capitid markets in Kingdom. It is 
responsible for protecting securities holders, investors and 
the public from fraud and deception. The commission, thus 
is charged with regulating and monitoring the issuance of 
and dealings in securities os well as the entities that fall 
under its supervision. It will also be responsible for regu- 
lating the disclosure of information concerning securities, 
issuers, insider trading, major holders and investors. With 
the swearing in of the commissioners, the Amman Financial 
Market, as we know it , will no longer exist, and therefore 
AFM General Manager Wahib Skair will step down. 
Having been party to the finalising of the 1997 Securities 
Law, which created the commission , the bourse and the 
depository, Mr. Shair, who has headed the AFM for nearly 
the last 1J months (since the former general manager 
Ummaya. Toukan left to become ambassador to Brussels) 
says he will take his time in evaluating his future options. 
Previously, he ran his own auditing firm. As for the more 
than lOB employees of the AFM, they are expected to be 
employed by the new Securities Commission. 


ME tot 


ARRANGING TIES: Turning to diplomatic missions, a 
Royal Decree was issued last week to establish ties at the 
ambassadorial level with the Republic of - Moldavia. 
Another decree approved the transfer of Ambassadors Saleh 
Kabariti from Ankara and Fakhri Abu Taleb from Beirut to 
honie base. Siill two more decrees approved the appoint- 
ment of Otlunan Medhat Uzbek as Jordan's honorary con- 
sul in Istanbul and Mung-Bon Shing as Jordan's honorary 
consul in Seoul. 


ENVOY EN ROUTE: Although Jordan has no embassy in 
Seoul, South Korea has for several years maintained a full 
diplomatic mission in Amman. In fact it is presently under- 
going a change of ambassadors. South Korean 
Ambassador to Jordan Oh Jung-11 left Amman for Seoul on 
Sunday ending his three -and-a-half year tenure in the 
Kingdom.- Mr. Oh will be posted at the republic’s foreign 
mimstiy.-' Expected to arrive in Jordan shortly to succeed 
Mr Oh is first-time ambassador, Lee Kyung-Woo. At 50 Mr. 
Lee,- d graduate of the College of Law cf Seoul National 
University is a career diplomat who has served in Paris, 
Dakar, Chicago, Port Luis and London. From May 1993 to 
Augustjf996 he was protocol 1 secretary to President Kim 
Yomg-Scm. His appointment prior to being named ambas- 
sador to Jordan was as director general of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affai rs Middle East and African Affairs Bureau. 
Mr. fa te married and has two daughters. 


■ im'iiation of Minister of Tourism Akel Biltaji. the young 
career diplomat wasted little time in touching base with 
nearly all the powers that be in his former base. Mr. 
Aristegui was deputy head of mission of the Spanish 
embassy in Ammanfmm 1993-1996 when he was appoint- 
ed to his new position in the first Council of Ministers of the 
new Spanish government of Jos if Maria Aznar. He was in 
" Jordan to discuss tourism security, cooperation in the gen- 
eral field of security, looking beyund traditional methods of 
fighting crime, and to keep in touch with Jordanian politics 
as a key player in the region. 

*•*«- 

KEEPING THE LINK: Deciding on a major career move 
herself is Donrit Aloptieus-Siuhl. The area manager of the 
Untied Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is returning to 
the Swedish foreign service. After two years with UNICEF 
in Amman. Mrs. Alopaeus -Stahl will keep links with the 
U.N. by becoming the permanent representative of Sweden 
to the Rome-based United Nations organisation. Her office 
will be in the Swedish embassy and she will be in charge of 
dealing with the Rome-headquartered agencies of the U.N.. 
i.e. the Food and Agriculture Organisation, World Food 
Programme and International Fund for Agricultural 
Development. Prior to her UNICEF appointment Mrs. 
Alopaeus-Stahl was counsellor for multilateral affairs at 
the Swedish embassy in Nairobi and was deputy permanent 
representative of Sweden to the UNEP (United Nations 
Environment Programme) and HABITAT. Her husband. 
Michael, a political scientist, has been in Sweden heading a 
small college in development research studies. His research 
liberties will allow him to commute monthly to Rome. Mrs. 
Alopaeus-Stahl, meanwhile, awaits the arrival in Jordan of 
the UNICEF Executive Secretary Carol Bellamy. After the 
visit in earty October, she wilt leave for Italy. 

**** 

DRAW DOWNS: On the subject of changes at UNICEF, 
the restructuring programme of the United Nations, U.N. 
sources have told us, may very well lead to about 950 posi- 
tions of the agency’s 7,000 posts worldwide being cut . But 
U.N. officials are telling their staff the programme calls for 
replacing the scotched posts with approximately 500 new 
positions. What that boils down to is more responsibilities 
and duties for those who continue in the U.N. system. Here 
in Jordan, it is expected that nine UNICEF positions will be 
cut and replaced by four new posts. 

**** 

RE-ROUTING: Royal Jordanian, itself, is undergoing 

major self-evaluations and thus restructuring. In that vein 
the airline reports several principal staff changes. At the 
top is the resignation of Vice President of Finance Ghassan 
All ■ This 27 -year veteran of the national airline has been 
offered an Attractive job which will take him to Riyadh to 
work for Saudi Arabia ’s Prince Khaled Bin Sultan. Details 
of the position were not revealed. The decision to merge 
RJ's two affiliate airlines, the new Royal Wings regional 
carrier with the older charter service of Arab Wings, 
required only one general manager. The man selected was 
Royal Wings General Manager Ahed Quniar, which thus 
brought former Arab Wings Manager Ramzi Shwayhat to 
the Commercial Department. Another resignation at RJ 
Head Office was that of Assistant Vice President of 
Information Technology Mohammed Abdul Sartor. With 
about 15 years ofRJ service behind him, Mr. Sattarhas var- 
ious opportunities ahead. Two executives to return from 
North America are Area Manager Chicago Michel Bottlous 
and Regional Director Canada Ihsan Naghway. Mr. 
Boulous. who was honoured by Illinois Governor Jim 
Edgar for his efforts to bring RJ recognition in the Midwest 
as well as his endeavours to promote Arab culture in that 
region, has been assigned to the Finance Department, and 
Mr. Naghway is assigned to the Head Office. RJ operations 
in Canada — Montreal and Toronto — proved to be unprof- 
itable and are expected to be halted soon. 


and political expertise on the Middle East. Virginia, who 
will be buck in her native land, will probably return to nurs- 
ing. The couple's two older sons Taymoor and Rand are 
completing university studies in Australia. Mr. Hazou says 
the move is an experiment, and among his other ideas he is 
looking into opening an Arabic coffee shop, replete with 
argileh and perhaps some artefacts. Market research stud- 
ies indicate the concept has promise. The Toumas plan to 
leave Jordan at the end of September. Meanwhile, the post 
left vacanr by Mr. Hazou at UNICEF remains so. The title 
has changed to chief of the communications section, but for 
the past 10 months principals have not found any of the 
short-listed applicants sufficiently qualified to , take on the 
demanding position. 


TAKING THE STAND: In his first high-profile appear- 
ance since taking the reigns as director general of the 
Jordan Estates Corporation, Amer SJajali last week 
addressed a meeting of Arab pharmaceutical industry rep- 
resentatives. Naturally he highlighted the role of the Sahab 
Industrial City, which he said provides full facilities to some 
of Jordan a drug-manufacturing firms. He noted that there 
are 22 industries engaged in the manufacture of medicines 
(including veterinary and hygienic products) at Jordan's 
industrial estates. He said the total investment of these 
firms alone is JD 50 trillion. Mr. Majali, who ivar in the 
private contracting sector before accepting his new post, 
stressed that these firms are characterised by high quality 
and apply international standards to their products, thus 
enabling them to compete in the international market. 


MAKING THE GRADE: At the RoyaJ Court, Director of 
Information and Public Relations A li Faza ’a has been pro- 
moted. A Royal Decree issued last week raises his official 
rank from special grade to higher grade. Mr. Faza 'a has 
been at the Royal Court for five years, four of them in his 
present post. He obtained his BA. and MA. degrees in 
Arabic literature and in modem literary criticism from the 
University of Jordan. Prior to joining the Royal Court he 
was first a writer and producer of news programmes at 
Jordan Radio then was put in charge of the station’s cultur- 
al programmes. He has published four books of poetry and 
one on literary criticism. He is the recipient of the State 
Award for Literature. 


TESTING THE WATERS: Ramadan Rawashdeh is one 
ambitious journalist. As a reporter with Al Rai ’ he writes 
on various political issues. As a novelist, his book, Al 
Hamrawi, won him the 1994 Najib Mafouz Prize for Best 
Writer in the Arab World. Now he is exploring with family, 
friends and other supporters his chances at a shot for a seat 
in parliament for the Shobak. Ma’an, Wadi Mousa district. 
That district hct$’3 Muslim seats. Mr. Rawashdeh. who is 
34, married and has a son and daughter, will decide over 
the next few weeks whether he will join the campaign wagon 
or slick to words on paper. 


IT W54S A FARE MATTER: Airfare competitiveness 
brought El Al. the Israeli airlines. Us largest ever tour group 
of Jordanian passengers this month. The group of 100 flew 
to Paris on El Al from Amman via Tel Aviv. Sources tell us 
that some travellers are finding the low fares offered by El 
Al outweigh other inconveniences such as the arduous secu- 
rity check. 


BIENVENWO: Visiting Amman since Sunday and leaving 
today frGustavo de Arisregui, now director general of the 
cabinet tfthe Ministry cf Interior cf Spain. Here at the 


TRY-OUT: A former UNICEF staff member. Tuma Hazou. 
is heading down under with his wife Virginia and youngest 
son Rami Since late last year when he left his UNICEF 
post, then titled chief of external relations, Mr. Hazou has 
been free-lance consulting for various agencies in Amman. 
The Hazous are going to Auckland where Mr. Hazou will 
explore prospects of setting up a consultancy for business 


CHURCH BELLS : Exchanging wedding vows on 

Saturday will be Mouna Jumean and Stephen Brannon. Ms. 
Jumean, the daughter of Heyam and the late Col. Emile 
Jumean, and a graduate of Kansas State University, has 
been financial and administrative officer of the Regional 
Centre on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development For the 
Near East for the past three years. Mr. Brannon, the son of 
Marshall and Ann Brannon of the U.S. state cf Virginia, 
graduated with a Masters in Arab studies from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C. He has been working for 
the International Press Office of the Royal Court for three 
years. The couple plan to spend another year in Jordan and 
then chart their way to the U.S. in search of new horizons. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Striking a balance in women ’s studies 


Arab Women: Between Defiance and Restraint 
Edited by Suha Sabbagh 

.New York, Olive Brandi Press — Interlink Publbhing 
GroUpr)996. 267 pages . $18.95 

V 

ARAB WOMEN: Between Defiance and Restraint is both a conni- 
fxdicta to -women's studies and a critique of Western stereotypes 
- which portray Arab women solely as victims of Arab men’s back- 
wardness. As Suha Sabbagh writes in die introduction, “This andly- 
Jts saffera fiom the naivet£ of perceiving another culture through the 
prism of Western consciousness.” It focuses only on “hot spots, such 
as the harem, honour killings, female dnmmcision and veiling. 
Ultimately, this is linked to the power snuggle between the West and 
tbeAnb World: Arab women are used “as a stick with which to beat 
tbe Arab Wodd.- (which is) dehumanising first and foremost to the 
women of the Arab World. Such an attitude cannot be mistaken for 
fcmmisnfca, it is a degradation of this term.” 

Most of the 32 articles in the book are written by Arab female aca- 
demics!, residing in die U.S. or Arab countries. They set out to reverse 
prevalent stereotypes by examining women’s conditions in the con- 
text of an objective appraisal of Arab society, in order to reveal their 
hidden st rengths . and the problems that truly concern them: 
Education, work, pwmnri tights, etc. In order to accomplish this, the 
authors must strike a delicate balance as intimated by the title: 
Between Defiance and Restraint. They must present the objective 
socioeconomic and cultural reasons for the customs and structures 
which constrict women, without becoming apologists for die denial 

of womens rights. ’ 

Sabbagh achieves balance when explaining why few Arab 
women openly die extended family despite die restrictions 

this patriarchal unit imposes on them: “Wont down and ill- 

equrpped to «fe"i with women's growing needs, the extended family 
neverthe&K remains the best insurance system around.” 


However, Sabbagh goes too far in her quest to refute Western 
stereotypes when she writes: “There are no statistics about how many 
honour killings occur in the Arab World because (bey are an aberra- 
tion, occurring far less often than random murders in (the U.S.)." Of 
course, almost anything is an aberration when compared with U.S. 
crime rates, but it is foolish to say this is the reason no statistics Are 
kept on honour killings. Besides, such statistics do exist. Jordan £ a 
case in point. Rana Husseini’s investigative reporting far die Ionian 
Times, based on police records, shows that over the last decade hon- 
our crimes ranked highest among all murders committed in the 
Kingdom. Thus, they are not an aberration in tbe Jordanian crijne 
scale, and the police are concerned about them. Sabbagh would have 
done better to tackle this topic bead-on and explain its social causes. 
Data is available, as seen in the 1996 statement of tbe Director of 
Jordan's Homicide Department. Mujhim Fakhouri.'that 85 per cent 
of crimes against women are committed by men who are unem- 
ployed. 

Among the articles which most successfully balance between 
revealing women's oppression and strength are three by Bouthaina 
S ha' ban. In “The Status of Women in Syria,” she reviews the effects 
of advances made in education and jobs on a broad range of women, 
from the “superwoman” who manages her profession and her home, 
to die battered wife. In “Arab Women and Literature,” she shares her 
finding that tbe first Arab novel was written not by Hussayn Haykal 
( Zainab, 1914), but by a Lebanese woman, Afifa Karam, whose 
Badia Wa Fouad (1906) was published by Al Huda newspaper in 
New York. In *The Hidden History of Arab Feminism.” she reminds 
us that “the Arab Women’s League, with its clear pan-Arab vision, 
was formed in 1928, 17 yeais between the League of Arab States.” 
Moreover, articles published in Cairo, Beirut and Damascus prior to 
1915 "established an interesting link between the emergence of polit- 
ical movements for national independence and tbe awakening of a 
feminist consciousness in the Arab World, arguing that no country 
ran be truly free so long as its women remain shackled (an important 


connection that Arab women in the next generation failed to stress) " 

Tbe relationship between nationalism and feminism is also raised 
iii the section on Palestine, where Suha Sabbagh and Eileen Kuttab 
comment on the Declaration of Principles of Palestinian Women’s 
Rights, which was adopted by a number of women’s groups in the 
West Bank in conjunction with the PLO Women’s Union in Tunis. 
Tbe text of die document is included in the appendix of tbe book. 

Qne of the most interesting essays is by Hala Maksoud. Based on 
the Lebanese experience, she challenges die theory that “all wars 
have hastened the emancipation of women, either because of 
women's active participation in combat or because women were pro- 
pelled into tbe workforce to replace men.” On the contrary, sbe con- 
tends that “as a result of rhe breakdown of the social order, people 
clung to family and tradition Destruction of infrastructure increased 
women’s chores. “Women, instead of being free to construct new 
roles, were in fact consumed with old traditional roles and domestic 
du ties-- even if some Lebanese women felt empowered as a result of 
their personal participation in the war. this has not translated into 
gains for women, because they were not organised as women around 
an agenda.” All in all, they were sidetracked from work to develop 
their communities — “a precondition for improving the status of 
women.” 

The book also includes three contributions on Jordan by Alba 
Amawk An interview with Lola Sharaf, a brief article on women’s 
education and an analysis of women's rights to vote and inherit prop- 
erty in Islam. 

Containing articles cm Egypt, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Kuwait and Morocco as well, the book has a fairly broad scope. 
While only a few articles give in depth analysis, almost all are high- 
ly informative. Tbe book enables us to take stock net only of 
women’s situation, but also of tbe potentials and the weaknesses of 
Arab women’s studies. 

By Sally Bland 
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WITH SENTIMENTS of pride, I hail the great 
achievement of our prime minister, Abdul Sal am 
Majali, which would make the most sceptical of citi- 
zens an instam government admirer. .Amidst a series of 
happenings (things that suddenly happen to people, 
including the Press and Publications Law and other 
temporary and permanent damage building measures, 
Majali suddenly broke the jinx by putting his foot 
I down and deciding that Jordart will flip an hour back 
to wintertime on the 19th of next month. Even though 
this is not a flip forward, in this case I decided not to 
have a thing to complain about. 

On the contrary, if it wasn't for die socially regulat- 
ed and controlled manhood in charge of my glands, 1 
would have almost had a tear run down a cheek. 1 am 
very sentimental about this, not only because 1 feel 
that this is the greatest decision made by our prime 
minister, but because of the fact that I've had it with 
summer and if it wasn't for Majali’s power over the 
seasons, we might have been stuck in sunning mode 
forever! 

Yes, I've had it with all of those men and women, 
whose skin is dark enough by birth, getting even dark- 
er and the slap happy attitude that comes alongside 
vegetating in die sun only because it is a classy prac- 
tice that ought to be done in good mood What's 
wrong with gloomy days past and ahead? 

I've had it with people driving convertibles and me 
trying to figure out the poinL If an airhead is struck by 
the sun in summer only to get dizzier and gets show- 
ered with cold rain in the winter but never wakes up to 
smell the cake, when does die top come off? 

I’ve had it with having to drink your choice of Pepsi 
or Coke just because you shouldn't get caught drink- 
ing hot tea. I've had it with getting hot and sweaty 
even without the presence of a female or without hav- 
ing been struck by a Stealth virus that turns your sys- 
tem runny. Most importandy. I've had it with the same 
sun looking down at you and saying: “Hey, I am the 
same sun that rises daily in the Bahamas, Caribbean 
and Hawaii. How come everyone is ad covered up 
from head to toe?!!" It is about time for winter, and 
than* to none other but Majali! 

To tell you the truth, my state of mind has nothing to 
do with the seasons, neither am I really looking for- 
ward to winter. It is the feeling that as seasons come 
and go, all we've become experts at is government 
bashing. Not that governments don’t deserve it but the 
fact is that once a new government comes, all stop 
bashing the old and start at the new, under a general 
feeling of great loss! 

In other words, if you take how we bashed the heck 
out of Kabariti ’s government yet we are suffocated by 
nostalgia today, you may see the fear of the upcora- 
ming season of unknowns on our tanned faces! If we 
are going to cry over this government after we try out 
the next, shouldn't we have praised this government at 
least once during its lifetime?!!! If not for credibility, 
why not for the heck of it?! 

Planning ahead of time, 1 hereby praise the current 
government for the above and below: 

1- This government’s ability to deny. Cabinet mem- 
bers have shown a great ability to deny anything at 
anytime, and if challenged, they would deny their own 
positions! 

2- This government's ability to declare. Cabinet 
members have been able to declare that they will fix 
this and that without having to say how. 

3- This government's ability to ignore. Check out 
how many frustrated people are on Nets, or in the 
opposition. 

4- This government's ability to flirt. Under the pre- 
text of fixing relations with the brotherly or the 
cousinly, our government has been known to bold 
closed-door meetings with governments of the oppo- 
site sex — no incest intended. 

5- This government's ability to track. Wherever the 
government walks, you see its 'footsteps for decades to 
come, even when its no longer around. Graffito such 
as “Ed sour was here," or “Tarawneh rules" can be seen 
on walls of various institutions beside ones that say 
“Obeidat is on lop." “Thumbs up to Taher Masri” and 
’‘Bank on Kabariti." 

6- This government’s ability to fool: Also homous, 
baba ghanooj and falafel. 

Keep this list, you may need to praise the next gov- 
ernment pretty soon! 
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Are there hackers in Jordan? 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

COMPUTER CRIMES got the attention of the media for 
the first time in the mid-eighties. There were curious sto- 
ries of American teenagers tampering with the Pentagon’s 
main frame and accessing top secret information. In other 
example, young backers succeeded to beat bank’s super- 
computers security systems and became rich by transfer- 
ring to their own account, once every month, “only" a few 
cents from all other accounts in the bank. That is before 

being discovered and triecL 

The exotic part of these events was due partly to their 
novelty and partly to the fact that there were then no clear- 
ly defined laws to sanction such unusual crimes. Things 
have changed since, at least in the United States and in 
Western Europe. Laws have been updated and the felony 
has lost its glitter. Statistics from the computer world how- 
ever show that the rate of such crimes has neither risen nor 
fallen, though mere is now more “variety” in the type of 
infractions co mmi tted. 

As far as Jordan is concerned, the country so far has 
been virtually free of computer crime. Two factors cer- 
tainly contribute to maintain a healthy situation, though 
the second of them may be changing. The first is a gener- 
al climate of low crime rate. In spite of the reports that the 
media channel and that indicate that the said rate is 
increasing, Jordan remains a very safe place overall. Much 
safer that most other countries in the world The second 
factor is a little more complex and deserves some expla- 
nation. 

Accessing another computer to obtain protected infor- 
mation from it. to make unauthorised bank transfers or to 
plant viruses in its system cannot be done through magpc. 
not even black magic! It requires the second computer (the 
victim) to be linked to the first (the attacker) either in a 
local network configuration or via modem to another, 
more global network, like the Internet, typically. Any PC 
not connected to another machine is absolutely safe. 



Until 1996, roost personal computers operated in Jordan 
were in a stand-alone (that is not connected to any type of 
network) configuration. And yet, people who were misin- 
formed were afraid of attacks by other computers. With 
the widespread usage of electronic mail and the Internet, 
things are changing fast Users of PCs are discovering the 
advantage to be connected Indeed several suppliers of 
computer hardware in Amm an have confirmed that they 
are currently selling four times more modems than PCs. A 
clear indication that those who already had purchased a 
machine without modem are adding one to their system, in 
order to access other networks — again, mainly the 
Internet. 

The question therefore is: “Will the almost systematic 
link to the Internet increase the rate of computer crimes in 
Jordao?” Nothing so far allows us to think so. The few 
thousands Internet users in the Kingdom have not report- 
ed any incidents. Even in case such problems do occur, 
this would not necessarily mean that they originated from 
the country. 

It could be that the number of PCs in Jordan that are 
connected one way or another to networks is still very low 
and that no significant conclusion can be drawn at this 
stage. It could also be that the Kingdom is heaven-pro- 
tected from computer crime. At the rate the number of 
subscribers to the Internet is growing, we will soon know. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, August 28, 1997 


2:00 

2:10 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:30 

12:00 


The Holy Koran 
Cartoons 

America’s Funniest People 
He Shoots He Scores 

French Prog ramm es 

Le Journal 

French Progr amm e 

News headlines 

Trivial Pursiut 

Cinema Cinema Cinema 

Lois And Clark — Superman 

Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 

News In English 

Movie 

Step By Step 


7:35 Fresh Prince Of Belair 

8:00 Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

8:30 National Geographic 

9:10 Renegade 

10:00 News In English 

10:30 One West Waikiki 

11:15 Sisters 


Monday, September 1, 1997 


Friday, August 29, 1 997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Cartoons 

3:00 

French Programmes 

4:00 

Family Maters 

4:30 

NBA 

6:10 

French Rim 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

The Health Show 

8:30 

Hawkeye 

9:10 

Drama Series 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Mini Series 

12:00 

Movie 


2:00 

Holy Koran . 

2:10 

Cartoon 

3:00 

Gillette Sports Special 

3:30 

Deep Water Haven 

4:00 

Animal Show 

4:30 

Ocean Girl 

5:15 

French Programmes 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

Murphy Brown 

8:30 

Babylon 5 

9:10 

Highlander 

10:00 

News In English 

10:35 

Emergency Room (E.R.) 

11:15 

Homicide 


Tuesday, September 2, 1997 


Saturday, August 30, 1 997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:10 

Twinkle 

2:30 

Wishbone 

3:00 

Blue Heelers 

3:30 

World Of Geo 

4:30 

The Valley Between 

4:30 

TUt 

5:00 

French Programme 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

Ties That Bind 

8:30 

Prism 

9:10 

Time Trax 

10:00 

News At Ten 

10:30 

Movie 

12:00 

Ellen 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:05 Square One TV 

3:00 Dog House 

3:35 French Programmes 

4:00 Album Show 

6:10 French Programmes 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Coach 

8:00 Tilt 23.5 

8:30 Encounter 

9:10 Nature Of Things (Documentary) 

10:00 News In English 
10:30 West Beach 

11:15 Miniseries 


Wednesday, September 3, 1997 


Sunday, August 31, 1997 


2:00 

2:10 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

7:00 

7:30 


Holy Koran 
Cartoons 
Global Gardner 
Spell Binder 
Monsters Today 
Border Town 

French Programmes 
Le Journal 

News Headlines 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

7:35 

Neighbours 

2:10 

Cartoon 

8:00 

Soldier's Diary 

3:00 

Energy Express 

8:30 

Oprah Winfrey Show 

4:00 

American Chart Show 

9:10 

Spenser For Hire 

6:00 

French Programmes 

10:00 

News In English 

7:00 

Le Journal 

10:30 

Land’s End 

7:30 

News Headlines 

11:15 

American Gothic 


Some things we need to know 


By Samer Ghaieb Bagaeen 
Number one: 

According To tests conducted to measure the protection 
cars give to occupants and pedestrians in the event of front 
and side-impact crashes, some of the cars we drive do not 
protect us from serious injury in road accidents as much as 
they are supposed to. 

These same tests have shown that even some of the more 
expensive car brands did not offer greater protection from 
injury. 

For example, when one brand of car was rammed from 
the side, the driver's door struck the placed dummy's chest 
before the side airbag had fully inflated. 

Even though motor manufacturers and traders are argu- 
ing with consumer associations about these tests, we. the 
consumers, have the right to be informed of the truth about 
the safety aspects of the car we drive. 

Number two: 

Of the new ideas that are being thought of to beat the 
menace of drunk-driving, devices that disable cars if the 
driver is over the alcohol limit are being considered in the 
fight against drinking and driving. 

Number three: 

July 1. 1997 was the longest day of the yean Whereas 
every other day simply has 24 hours, it had a total of 24 




hours and 1 second. 

Due to the Earth's slowing rotation, this extra second 
was added so that satellite systems and high-speed data 
links would not find themselves out of step, depending on 
their time zone. ‘ & 

While the need for this extra leap second might not have 
been obvious with older timepieces, modem atomic cae- 
sium clocks are so accurate — to less than one second in 
300.000 years — that they can detea the varying rotation- 
al speed of our planet, caused by the interaction of tidal 
friction from the gravitational pull of the sun and moon, 

and the fluid composition of the Earth’s core. 

■ 

Number four: 

This was the 21st leap second introduced since 1972. : 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqedr 


BRUSH YOUR MEMORY 

BELOW are forty different plants. Study them for three 
minutes and tty to memorise as many as you can. 


JOKES 


SCORE: 

20-25 
26-30 
31-36 
37 A0 


Fare 

Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 


■ SHE: “In so many a party, people mistake my daugti^ 
ter as me." 

HE: ‘Ts your daughter fifty years old? 


* * * 


1. Cabbage 2. 

4. Cauliflower 5. 

7. Peas 8. 

10. Broad beans 1 1 
13. Tomato 14 
16. Onion 17 

19. Runner beans 20 
22. Potaro 23 
24. Purple sprouting 


Radish 3. Parsnip 

Carrot 6. Leek 
Brussel sprouts 9 
. Sweet com 
. Celery 
Lettuce 
Turnip 

Globe artichoke 


12 . 

15. 

IS. 

21 . 


Asparagus 

Beet 

Aubergine 

Pepper 

Swede 


26. Chicory 
29. Parsley 
32. Cucumber 
35. Water-cress 
38. Pumpkin 


27 

30 

33 

36. 

39, 


broccolli 

. Marrow 
. Courgette 
. Spinach 
Okra 
. Oat 

* * * * 


25. Lentil 
28. Cassava 
31. Jew’s mallow 
34. Mint 
37. Garlic 
40. Hemlock 


• “This is A pretty dress. It must have cost you a lot” 
“No, only five-minute crying." 

* * * 

• “Salma gets a man’s salary now” 

“Does she work at government offices?” 

“No, she's got married!!" 

* * * 


• “What do you think of Fatma’s fiance?” 

“I don’t know anything about him now, but his conduct 
was good when I was engaged to him. 1 
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(A) UNDERLINE THE ODD-ONE-OUT: 


* * * * 


ANT 


SPIDER BEE 


MOTH MIDGE 


* * * 


(B) INSERT A WORD WHICH MEANS THE SAME 
AS THE TWO WORDS OUTSIDE THE BRACKETS 

disc (. ) achievement 


LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** I hold him to be a fool. 

Innani a’taqid annahn ghabiyy. 


** Hold your tongue! 


* * * 


Oskot! 


(B) HELP THE PORTER 

CAN you unscramble the names to tell the porter where 
the parcels should go? 


** He’s in a hole. 


Innahu fee ma’ziq. 



** You've passed with honours. 

Laqad najahta betafowwoq. 


** Hold up your head, brother! 


Irfa’ ra'saka ya akhi. 


** This is the eleventh hour for you. 

Innaha akhir fursah laka. 


r^^erSsllor.e in the film 1 



mo 


tr * ii ■*; i 

— i » ■ _ ■ i f 


i LKt 


H . * - 14 

’■ " l! 

" uPr 

\ i . . 

i 

f V 1 I I 

j 7 S St 

b-\\ 

• V'-Z , 
if' 

: -'J; • 

m 

-1 - "-1 

■ w w 


** I’m not m a hurry. 


Lastu fee ajalaten mm amri, 


** It's a stroke of luck. 


Innaha darbatu huzc 




Congratulations! 


Thbaneenal 


* * * * 


* * * * 


THOUGHS FOR THIS WEEK 

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, per- 
haps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him 
step to the music which the hears, however, measured or 
far away. 

— Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) 

I suppose it can be truthfully said that hope is the only 
universal liar who never loses his reputation for veracity. 

— Robert G. Ingersoll, Amercian lawyer, politician 

(1833-1899) 

If you can talk brilliantly about a problem, it can create 
the consoling illusion that it has been mastered. 

— Stanley Kubrick, American movie director (1928-) 

Know the true value of time — snatch, seize and enjoy 
every moment of it 

— Lord Chesterfield, English statesman (1694-1773) 


HAPPY DREAMS 

• BURGLAR. A dream of contrary. Burglars in your 
dreai^ predict an increase in worldly goods, and if yon 
caught them, h will probably be by way of an inhe ritance. 

* ■* * 

• DARKNESS. Be prepared for a setback; however, if 
you managed to grope your way to the light, you will 
achieve great success. If you were walking in the dark, 
you will recover something you had given up for lost. 

* * * 

• DOORBELL. A symbol of pleasant excitement Ff you 
pushed it, you will soon have an interesting new friend; if 
you heard it ringing, you can except to have an oppottuni- 
ty to engage in a happy new activity. 



* * * 


• GIRAFFE. This long-necked creature in your dream is 
warning you not to meddle in other people’s affairs. 
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By Bob Thomas 
The Associated Press 
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BEVERLY HILLS; Califor- 
nia — It wasn't the 
Sylvester Stallone interview. 
He seemed subdued, even 
somber, nod more self- 
re veating than usual. . 

Yet tht appurent reason for 
his mood wasn’t disclosed 
until four days later 
Stallone's wife. model 
Jennifer Flavin, whom he 
married hi London on May 
1 7, had just suffered a mis- 
carriage. .The couple has a 
year-old daughter, Sophia 
Rose, who underwent suc- 
cessful surgery ibr a hole in 
iver heart last November. 

Though more serious than 
usual, Stallone spoke in an 
upbeat way about Jus Hfe af 


mideemury (he turned 5 1 on 
July 6): . . 

“I have a woman that I'm 
'Hilly in fovc with, a daughter 
that I'm obsessed with; 1 Teel 
healthy. 1 like the fact that 1 
had the opportunity to work 
with world-class actors, ... 

- I’m a very, very. kicky guy." 

He was referring to his 
new film. Cop Land, in 
which .be appears with 
Robert De Niro, Harvey 
Keitel and Ray Liotta. 

Although Stallone has 
been a top star since Rocky 
in 1976, the path has been 
anything but smooth. His 
first two marriages ended in 
divorce, and he has often 
been a target of the tabloids. 

"Then: were a lot or mis- 
takes, a lot of abuses, a tot of 
vanity and egocentric behav- 


action-hero image, talks of past mistakes 



Sylvester Stallone in the film Rambo 


iour that somehow spoil the 
good times, spoil your repu- 
tation, spoil your responsi- 
bility." he said. 

"Whether you like it or 
nor, you have a responsibili- 
ty, once you reach a certain 
level, to conduct yourself as 
a positive force. When 
you’re depicted as a man 
who’s thought of in one way. 
and you live a life of reck- 
less abandon and utter 
excess in every area, what’s 
the message? 

"Once you get to the top. 
abuse it, take advantage and 
have no responsibility and 
live for the moment and to 
hell with the future — that 
part I wouldn't enjoy. 

“Anyway, it's a lesson well 
learned. I'm not happy to 
say 1 lived through it. But 
I’m happy 1 survived it.” 

Stallone . attributed his 
adult troubles to his early 
life. He grew up in New 
York's .supertough Hell’s 
Kitchen, spending much of 
the time in foster homes 
since his parents could hare- 
ly support themselves. They 
divorced when the bov was 
IK 

Mrs. Stallone moved on to 
Silver Springs. Maryland, 
then to the low-rent urea of 
Philadelphia, and Sylvester 
was often fanned out to 
other families. He Liter 
claimed to have been ex- 
pelled from 14 schools in 1 1 
years. He spent two years at 
the American College in 
Switzerland and two at the 
University of Miami, where 
he studied acting. 

“I came from a rather 
tumultuous background,” he 
said. "I bad a fantastic moth- 
er who was never given the 
opportunity she wanted; she 
had to take can: of the house. 

"I never really developed 
any foundation where I 
knew how to conduct 
myself. Now 1 have learned 
the importance of stability. 
That was a tong lesson. A 
long lesson.” 

Stallone talked enthusias- 
tically about Cop Land: 'It’s 
the most gratifying thing, 
regardless of how it turns 


tun, to go back to the school 
of ensemble acting that 1 
hadn’t seen •dnee The Lords 
Of Flatbush (his first impor- 
tant ro|c. 1974). Everyone 
was part of the whole. And 
to be surrounded by all these 
actors that basically I .started 
out with.” 

The other three principals 
— De Niro. Keitel. Liotta — ■ 
come from the Martin 
Scorsese school of acting. 
Action-star Stallone had 
never before appeared with 
any of them. 

“It made me nervous — as 
well as made me listen 
more," he admitted. “Old 
dog. new tricks." 

Amazingly. Cop I -and was 
reportedly made lor 520 
million, which is normally 
what Stallone alone gels for 
a picture. How so? He and 
the oilier stars worked for 
minimum scale on this one, 
gambling on pieces of the 
profits. 

“I was attracted by the 
quality uf the writing by 
James Mangold (who also 
directed).’’ said Stallone. "1 
don't think that l was extra- 
ordinary. None of these ac- 
.tors would have done it if 
they thought they were just 
being used." 

You would expect a star’s 
agent to squawk about such 
a deal. Bui Stallone credits 
his then-agent Arnold Rif- 
kin of William Morris, for 
the idea. 

"It was u very bold, auda- 
cious move for him to go 
completely against type, 
against the tides, and against 
tremendous criticism from 
various patties with whom I 
had outstanding deals,” said 
the actor. 

What’s in it for Sly? 

“I’ve been basically in a 
holding pattern.” he reflect- 
ed. “The action films have 
been very good to me, 
they’ve provided a lot of 
entertainment. They also 
provide a lack of challenge 
in certain areas. 

“Physically they’re chal- 
lenging. But emotionally — 
they tend to leave that way 
in the background. Maybe 



Actor Sylvester Stallone and his wife Jennifer Ravin greet fans in Florida last month (Reuter 
photo) 


there’s not enough room. I 
think there is. but' quite often 
there isn’t. 

“It gets tu the point where 
you say, ’if it’s still about tlie 
money, then you're not real- 
ly an actor, you’re a busi- 
nessman. When is there 
enough money to answer the 
questions or the secrets you 
have about y ourself.’ Do you 
really have the sensitivity or 
the ability or even the ambi- 
tion that you think you 
have?' 

“It's one thing to sit there 
and talk about all the great 
roles that got away. It’s 
another to take the chal- 
lenge.” 

The right time seemed to 
be indicated by the omens: 
The birth of his daughter and 
the miraculous operation; 
his engagement to Jennifer 


Flavin: the 2lkh anniversary 
of Rocky. He was ready to 
take “the road less trav- 
elled.” 

Moviegoers will be seeing 
a different Sly in Cop Land. 
As Freddy Heflin, the sheriff 
of a New Jersey village 
where New York cops live 
with their families and plot 
crooked and murderous 
deeds, he is Paunchy, deaf in 
one car and disheartened by 
his humdrum job. He gets 
pushed around by the rogue 
cops — until the final battle. 

“To give credence to this 
character, there’s no way 1 
could repeat any of the old 
habits and make it work,” 
said the actor, who gained 
18 kilos of flab for the role. 
“1 couldn't still go to the 
gym and be conscious of 
what 1 looked like: Am 1 


making a physical impres- 
sion? “1 had to get away 
from the stereotype that 1 
had become accustomed to.” 

Throughout the years of 
Rock) 1 and Rambo. Stal- 
lone’s fortunes soared, mak- 
ing him the highest-paid stur 
in films. But his last three 
movies — Judge DredU. 
Assassins. Daylight — hove 
failed to earn more than $35 
million apiece domestically. 

Yet producers still seem 
willing to pay his S2U mil- 
lion fee. The reason: He 
remains a lop draw in the 
world market. 

"Thank heavens," he 
remarked. “That has been a 
lifesaver for me — also a 
source of confusion. ... I 
think that in America so 
much has to do with liming, 
releasing a picture at the 


rieht time and sellinc it well 
in advance. 

"That’s not so important 
abroad. If the audience like* 
a person, thev'll go in sec 
him ‘ because they can't 
spend that kind of money 
ion someone they don’t 
know).” 

Action Tuns needn't worry 
that Stallone is abandoning 
them. He has several action 
movies in the works, includ- 
ing maybe another Rambo 
role. 

’in any future adventure 
films. I'm going to try to he 
diligent and bring mure 
drama into i! and still have 
the action." he said. "David 
Lean l Lawrence Of Arabia! 
did it many limes. He had a 
story that you could almost 
recall frame by frame 30 
years later." 


Teen models crowd the catwalks in glamour-hungry Sarajevo 
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SARAJEVO (AFP) — In 
her short white dress and 
waist-hugging jacket, II- 
year-oJd Ada glides down 
the catwalk at the Radnik 
Cinema in Sarajevo like the 
real professional she craves 
to be one day. 

”1 have 'just signed a four- 
year contract with my 
agency and I hope to be a 
top model when I’m a bit 
older” she. .told AFP, as her 
father looked on dotingly. 

. Ask any girl nowadays in 
Sarajevo what she hopes to 
dn and die chances are she 
will say modelling. Fashion 
and beauty care are fast- 


growing sectors in this war- 
scarred city where the peo- 
ple are hungry for glamour 
and a taste of “la dolce 
vita” after years of blood- 
shed and hardship. 

Ada who is 1 .60 metres in 
height with wide dark eyes 
and Slavic features, said 
she had been recruited by 
Samosa. the biggest model- 
ling agency in die city. 

Riur agencies closed dur- 
ing the war, recently 
reopened and in line with 
trends in the United States 
and Western Europe, where 
14-year-old “Lolitas” grace 
the covers of top-notch 


fashion magazines, they are 
increasingly recruiting very 
young gins. 

Parents are only too will- 
ing to go along when girls 
are paid $30 for one fashion 
parade in a country where 
the average monthly wage 
is only $50. 

The cinema where Ada 
and a score of other hope- 
fulls waited to lake their 
turns on the catwalk, was 
given world prominence by 
die Miss Sarajevo film clip 
made by the Irish group U2 
during the siege of tbe city. 
The clip showed the girls 
holding a banner on which 


was written “don’t let them 
kill us.” 

But though Sarajevo is 
slightly off the beaten track 
as far as the fashion circuit 
is concerned, the selection 
criteria of Sarajevo model- 
ling agencies are as tough 
as any at the top U.S. and 
European agencies. 

“We use a selection 
process in several stages 
with a jury. What matters 
above all is their talent and 
personality" said Mirjana 
Keac, manager of Samosa 
and a former model herself. 

She said “several 
European agencies are 
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‘Symbolic ’ new Belfast concert hall 


By Liz Clark 

m 

THIS NEW concert hall and conference centre in Belfast 
opened on May 6 by the Prince of Wales, has been bailed 
as a symbol of tbe regeneration of Northern Ireland. 

Tbe domed £32 million Belfast Waterfront Hall isthe 
flagship building in a vast development project on the edge 
of the River Lagan, In the heart of the city centre. 

The I ^gflrthflnlr development has already attracted more 
than £80 million worth of investment from prrvate and 
Pubhc sectors, including BT Northern Ireland, and die 
Hilton Hotel Group, which is to build a 1 87-bedroom hotel 

adjacent ip -the Belfast Waterfront Hall. . 

The hall’s unique design encompass a mainauitonum 
diat.wiH'^ear up to 2J.35 people on three levels. Features 
include: Simultaneous interpretation facilities, comprehen- 
sive state^of-the-art sound and lighting systems, and pur- 

Pose-bpflt^pjcction. broadcasting and reco^gn»ms. 

A smMBr hair can accommodate up to 500 people, and 


there are 17 rooms for meetings of up to 120 people. 

Interest in the hall as a conference and exhibition venue 
has been shown by companies and associations all over the 
world. 

Built of Portland stone and traditional Belfast brick, and 
featuring extensive glazing, the Waterfront HaJJ has been 
designed to be used for business and leisure, to comfort- 
ably accommodate conference delegates and theatre-goers 
alike. 

For example, the ground Door searing is supported on 
air-cushioned wagons which can be removed or reposi- 
tioned if required, and the central floor is supported by 
hydraulic jacks which can raise the floor to various levels, 
to extend the stage, provide an orchestra pit, or make more 
exhibition space.. 

Extensive facilities for people with disability include 
access to all levels to the main foyer areas, cafeteria, bars, 
stages and auddtoria, and infrared transmission systems for 
the hard of hearing — London'Press Service. 
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interested in six of our 
youngest models." Most of 
Samosa’s models are less 
than 15 years old. The “old- 
est” is 23. 

Samosa's office on the 
first floor of a shrapnel - 
pocked building in the city 
centre, was piled with files 
containing hundreds of 
amateur photographs which 
serve as the model’s 
“book.” 

The future of these young 
models is tied up closely 
with that of the fashion and 
cosmetics industries. 

But the largest factories in 
these sectors, which were 


shelled during the war, have 
not yet returned to full pro- 
duction due to lack of cash. 

For this reason, most 
fashion parades are now 
held as pan of trade fairs or 
other crowd events and are 
a far cry from the exclusive 
shows of the international 
couture establishment. 

As a concession to moral- 
ists, the girls' contracts con- 
tain clauses obliging them 
to “get good marks at 
school" or “be careful 
whom they befriend" and 
strictly ban them from con- 
suming drags, cigarettes or 
alcohol. 


Beauty and fashion are 
hot news all over Bosnia 
and the pages of the popu- 
lar press are full of beauty 
contests and photos of 
young girls competing for 
titles like the country's 
“lovliest face” or such like. 

There is not yet any truly 
Bosnian fashion magazine 
but newspapers make up for 
this by using foreign fash- 
ion articles. 

Selma, 17 her long legs 
sheathed in vivid yellow 
trousers, said her dream 
was to model for the big 
couture houses. “I hope that 
one day all my efforts will 


be rewarded and 1 will be 
able to work in Paris,” she 
said. 

Selma recently showed 

■ 

off a collection of under- 
wear in one of the city's red 
and yellow-painted trams. 
Her performance drew the 
wrath of the guardians of 
Islamic morals in this city 
where some women have 
taken to wearins the 
lranian-style chador. 

“You have to keep on 
fighting against narrow- 
mindedness” she com- 
plained. 


Gregory Peck says cinema 
being destroyed as an art form 



MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AFP) — Veteran Holly- 

a n i. 


iTO 


has said that large corpo- 
rations were destroying 
the cinema as an art form. 

“The technology is ter- 
rific and the effects are 
terrific, but there’s some- 
thing missing in the hu- 
man element — I think 
it's rather tiresome” he 
said. 

Peck, one of the few 
remaining stars from 
Hollywood's golden era, is 
in Australia to film a 
cameo role for a television 
mini-series of the classic 
film he starred in, Moby 
Dick. / 

He was contemptuous of 
what he called “formula 
films” of the modern 
Holly-wood and said the 
success of recent off-beat 
and low budget Australian 
films, such as Shine, were 
proof “formula films” 
weren't necessarily the 
best. “It's been discovered 
a certain kind of film can 
be exported worldwide 
and can bring in enormous 
amounts of money,” he 
said. 

“When you have a giant 
conglomerate behind a 
movie, the fellows at the 
top are not really terribly 
concerned about tbe artis- 


tic element, they're con- 
cerned about the bottom 
line. 

“It's commerce for them 
... gratuitous violence just 
for the sake of titillating 
an audience -? I don't 
approve of it at alL'' 

Naming the Australian 
hit film Babe as the last 
movie he'd seen that sent 
him out of a cinema 
happy. Peck said other 
Aussie films like Muriel's 
Wedding. Priscilla: Queen 
Of The Desert, Breaker 
Morant and Dead Calm 
were proving movies did 
not need to fit the corpo- 
rate formula to be suc- 
cessful. 

“You make a contact — 
there is a human relation- 
ship between you and the 
filmmaker ... you walk out 
feeling you've had an 
experience, 

“(The film Babe) defines 
the word charm; 
absolutely charming and 
amusing despite the fact 
that the leading character 
was a pig.” 

Peck appeared to still be 
in mourning for the recent 
deaths of his friends and 
colleagues James Stewart 
and Robert Mitchum. 

“Yon manage to hang on 
to your equanimity when 
these fallows shuffle off,” 


Gregory Peck 
he said. 

“Those were Cary 
Grant's words: 'When my 
daughter has a child and I 


have a grandchild I will be 
ready to shuffle off*... and 
he shuffled off at the age 
of 84.” 
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Chinese pay high price for tobacco revenue 


By Benjamin Kang Lim 

Reuter 

BEIJING — Wang Jie 
puffed one pack of cheap, 
unfiltered Chinese ciga- 
rettes a 'day for 30 years. 
She will likely soon be a 
statistic — one of the hun- 
dreds of thousands who die 
each year in China from 

smoking- related diseases. 

The 65 -year-old retired 
aluminium plant worker is 
being treated for lung can- 
cer at the Beijing Chaoyang 
Hospital but does not even 
know. She lies in a ward for 
people with respiratory 
problems because her fami- 
ly doesn't dare to tell her 
that she has cancer. 

Wang is almost certain to 
become one of the 500,000 
people who die each year in 
China from tobacco-related 
illnesses. 

Her medical treatment 
will cost the state tens of 
thousands of yuan (thou- 
sands of U.S. dollars) — 
several times her contribu- 
tion to China's state tobacco 
monopoly. 

She is one of China's 300 
million smokers who have 
made the country's billion r 
dollar tobacco industry into 
the largest single source of 
state revenue for a decade. 

State revenue vs 
health cost 

“1 knew later that smoking 
wasn't good but I couldn't 


control it,” said Wang, sit- 
ting on her hospital bed in a 
ward she shares with seven 
people with respiratory 
problems. 

The costs to China from 
early deaths, lost productiv- 
ity and medical costs as a 
result of smoking now 
exceed its gains from tax 
revenue. 

China collected 41 billion 
yuan C$4.9 billion) in ciga- 
rette taxes in 1993, but eco- 
nomic losses caused by 
smoking totalled 65 billion 
yuan, World Health 
Organisation (WHO) fig- 
ures show. 

“It looks like the losses 
(from smoking) outweigh 
the gains/' Weng Xinzhi, 
vice-president of the 
Chinese Association on 
Smoking and Health, said in 
an interview. 

One in every four people 
in China smoke. China 
bums 1.6 trillion cigarettes a 
year, making it the world's 
largest tobacco producer 
and consumer. 

As part of China's fledg- 
ling anti-smoking drive, the 
Chinese capital of Beijing 
hosted the 10th . World 
Conference on Tobacco or 
Health on Aug. 24-28. 

The conference i would 
focus on the tobacco indus- 
try's expansion into devel- 
oping countries, the target- 
ing of women smokers, 
tobacco litigation and legis- 
lation. 

It remains to be seen 


whether the conference will 
make a dent in the industry. 

More Chinese to die 

from smoking 

The number of people 
dying from smoking-related 
diseases in China each year 
is expected to quadruple to 
two million by 2025, health 
officials say. 

The first three causes of 
death in the world’s most 
populous nation — cancer, 
cardio- vascular diseases and 
respiratory diseases — are 
all related to smoking, 
health officials say. 

Wang, dressed in blue and 
white striped .pyjamas and 
staring blankly into space, 
recalled how she became 
addicted. 

When cigarettes were in 
short supply and rationed in 
the 1960s, Wang asked her 
work unit for cigarette 
coupons to give to her hus- 
band who was a heavy 
smoker. 

To cover up her request 
for extra cigarettes for her 
husband, she was forced to 
start smoking herself in 
public. 

Cheap thrill fuelled 
habit 

“Cigarettes cost a few 
cents then...I can't remem- 
ber the brand" said Wang, 
reluctant to give details. 


“There were no good ciga- 
rettes in those days and our 
economic situation was not 
good/' Wang said. 

She kicked the habit last 
January and was hospi- 
talised this month after she 
lost her appetite, became 
too weak to walk and felt 
nauseous. Doctors declined 
to say how much longer she 
had to live. 

Wang took 30 years to 
learn her lesson, but hopes 
her family will catch on to 
the dangers sooner. 

“When I smell cigarettes 
now, I stay away," she said. 
‘Tve asked my (two) sons 
to smoke less and they have 
agreed" said the mother of 
five. 

Wang is unusual in a 
nation where few women 
smoke but in which most 
men are addicts. 

Not all convinced of 
dangers 

However former chain- 
smoker Sun Jianzhong, 42. 
a boiler plant workman, is 
more typical of the immense 
problem China faces if it is 
to cut its health bill. 

“I was very healthy...] 
never got sick," said Sun. 
whose smoking brought on 
lung and hean problems in 
I9S7. 

The plump, bespectacled 
Sun puffed up to two packs 
a day for 17 years. Despite 
breathing difficulties, an 
intermittent cough and sev- 
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Doctors Zhang Hongyu (centre) and Yang Yuauhua (left) study X-ray results as a despondent Wang Jie, 65, sits on 
her bed in a Beijing hospital. Wang, a retired factory worker who has smoked for 30 years, is being treated for long 
cancer and is soon likely to be a statistic — one of tbe hundreds of thousands who die each year in China from smok- 
ing related diseases (Reuter photo) 


era! trips to hospital, he did 
not give up smokine until 
1992. 

Now admitted to the 
Chaoyang Hospital, Sun's 
lips and legs were blue from 


lack of oxygen. Tubes 
hooked into his nose supply 
oxygen to his nicotine-poi- 
soned bod} - . 

He spent about 12,000 
yuan on cigarettes during 


the 17 years of his babit. His 
employers, a state-owned 
boiler plant, have paid 
50.000 yuan in hospital and 
medical costs. 

His illness forced him to 


give up work in 1994, but 
Sun remained pro-choice. 

“I'm not opposed to others 
smoking. T also don’t 
encourage others to smoke.* 
he said. 


Smokihg can trigger permanent increase in lung-cancer risk 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — 
Toni Baran gave up ciga- 
rettes in 1982. Still, to her 
it's no wonder that 30 years 
of smoking three packs a 
day probably did irreparable 
damage to her lungs. 

A new study suggests long 
term smoking throws a bio- 
logical switch, encouraging 
both healthy and mutated 
lung cells to multiply thus 
permanently increasing the 
odds of developing cancer. 

That's not news to Mrs. 
Banin, who now teaches 
stop-smoking classes in 
Honolulu. 


‘Tra not plastic, so 
where’s the surprise 1 ?" she 
said. “You can't do that kind 
of behaviour for that long 
and be surprised that there's 
a price to pay for it.” 

The University of 
Pittsburgh study, released 
last Thursday and published 
in tbe August issuej of the 
Journal of Respiratory and 
Critical Care Medicine, 
looked at lab-grown lung 
cells from 37 non-sinokers. 
light smokers and I heavy 
smokers. . j 

“Once this switch is 
turned on, it appears to be 


permanent, "Which may 
explain in part why long- 
term ex-smokers who have 
not had a cigarette in over 
25 years are still at high risk 
for getting lung cancer," 
said Dr. JU1 Siegfried, who 
directed the study. 

Heavy smokers were 
defined as those who had 
more than 25 “pack-years," 
smoking the equivalent of 
one pack a day for 25 years 
or two packs a day for 12 
and a half years. 

The researchers found an 
abnormal protein on the sur- 
face of lung cells from the 


heavy smokers. The protein, 
gastrin-releasing peptide 
receptor, attracts a type of 
hormone that stimulates 
cells to divide. 

The more cell growth 
you have, the greater the 
chance that one of those 
mutated cells will be the 
one that grows," Dr. 


Other researchers said Dr. 
Siegfried's findings were 
significant. 

Dr. Vincent Miller, a lung- 
cancer researcher at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Institute in New 
York, said the study is the 


first to explain why ex- 
smokers are twice as likely 
to develop lung cancer as 
those who have never 
smoked. 

Many smokers mistakenly 
believe that when they stop, 
their lungs will eventually 


become healthy again, said 
Dr. Frank Cuttitta of the 
National Cancer Institute. 
He said this study shows 
why that doesn't happen. 

But Eric Hunsaker of 
Pittsburgh, who has smoked 
cigarettes for nine years. 


said the knowledge that be 
may be on the way to dam- 
aging his lungs permanently 
would not make him quit. 

‘T don’t think any study 
will make you say. ‘gee. I’m 
going to stop smoking,”' 
Mr. Hunsaker said. 


Siegfried said. 

The harmful protein was 
not presfeht in the light 
smokers, but Dr. Siegfried 
said a larger survey would 
be needed to determine 
when irreversible damage 
sets in. 


Slow progress in lung cancer battle 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


CELEBRITY PROPERTY 
By Norma Steinberg 


ACROSS 

i Medina 
6 Er tei 

9 PdsnwAtafi dance 
13 Stint dam 
17 F ooic ss 
ia Constmdton titi 
rattle 

19 To data 

20 — otl a hm 
Kcterfft 


34 Legal motor 

35 Pay periods, 
utujtiy 

36 — Thomoi 
40 iGrstfatptia? 

43 K«g stopper 

44 Weddfrig 
■iwMcatfoni 


pans? 

23 QAemt OTti lWB 
unriCB? 

25 To — Is human* 
2£ Sly 

27 imptomants 
29 Display 
3ft lfttfrete 

32 BMtiigray 

33 Marti — 

DOWN 

1 RMmAahoM 

2 "CwmonTor 
Kama* 

3 Leads motor truck 

4 Poam 

5 Ptiirarize 

6 Ctari 

7 Soma aam ln p. 
tiXsr 

8 Snugfjea 

9 Ctastmaa 
decoration 

10 Swaftad ofroaB 

11 — Cruces 

12 Mai 

13 San Skrtaon 
owner 

14 Sooner stale: 


45 — 

46 Curvy letter 

47 Bright Bghi 

49 Eacti w 

50 Pnaeby refitment 

51 Raadahareoda 

53 SkfB aide data? 

56 Coloring 

57 — la tie 
95 fanout 

chtpuxrti 
59 Swa m 


80 Dmftie agent 

61 Hu tunidtiLtfi 

62 Prica-leu? 

63 Ducley or Gany 

05 Htiri quMif on 



aO’CD 

67 Sandwich, briofy 
7t) KevfcYi Im toocf? 

72 Otidtae 

73 tana 


89 Sandaiwiree 

90 Dmnro 

91 Heavy w av at 

95 MtatinnAve. 

pmnaflqr 

97 immense 

96 Govl gp. 

90 DuiAm 


22 UuV 
24 Gnudt 
28 Shade tree 

31 AGenfrwr 

32 Ctiquee 

33 Hopeless an 

35 DmunnlM 

36 Haifa roe* syuup? 

37 Rotative by 
montage 


15 Eta dap 

16 Bun 
IB SftOOdy 
19 G lane 


39 Thousands 

40 Friend In need 

41 Rounded pen 

42 Slop 

43 Foundtiton 

46 Utianchoty 

47 Plua brail 
46 PiytagtotiS 
49 Sheet of to 

51 Dlmspeci 

52 Ne — m aker, 
briefly 


74 Yes voles 

75 Dtwtiaied 

76 Romsine lettuce 

77 Pry 

78 Aiaboft garment 

79 Sonny's ex 

00 Betty's humdryT 
83 Stolen 
86 Enticed 
66 A Cota 


53 Provoked 

54 Drmmh 
Madras 

55 Word Off 

60 Dairy fern lomds 

61 July — 

SZ Oort* cnecaetar 

63 Perhaps 

64 Intf&n or Pacfflc 

65 Swel mdh pride 

66 Seng- — 

67 Fflfitiy members 
abpf. 

fiSPosfi 

69 Tiger Woods torn 

70 JeztiwTtgod 

71 Writing party 


76 AIM of muric 

77 Coweywfcto: 


79 Lottery udws, 
pertnpe 


100 Dmtfepuaal 
kerns? 

102 Eric's tumor? 

106 — Domini 

107 Be 

108 Under, porioaiy 

109 Fritiy dtcle 
member 

710 Hammer part 

111 Trantiifld 

112 Biohe 

113 Tebietand 

80 John Upcflie's 
vwn 

61 BuflcM 
82 Rato — Emerson 
04 Smoked ham 
85 God hand 
as Sightest 
87 Vase 

90 Carter 

91 SoariacTB Mowed 
- 62 FoBovf 

93 Gives abundantly 

94 Dbtdngris 

95 British composer 
90 Beach sight 

97 Wide wife 

100 Splgoi 

101 PsurBriyon 
Impiemertl 

103 Btiy — WSk&ins 

104 Computer tyvtan 

105 Modem arnenti 
weapon 



Diagramlesi, 19x19 
By Chock Deodene 


ACROSS 
i Miade spasm 
4 Stomatfi eaavoae 
6 Puget Sound port 


9 Monpaf 
10 tom bearer 
Forear m bona 
14 Aflame eporta 

venue 

10 Mnha 
18 KVtfL flbeT 
V9 Mice, cabbage, 
kale. etc. 

DOWN 

1 Crown 

2 'Addwns Famiy” 
couetn 

3 S tam p 

4 Not 

5 Smekadoud 

6 Bargain beoamed 


21 heartag 

23 OU’sojppocto 

24 RwMcvlgfwae. 
ao to apeak 

28 Burpiro or Vflgodi 

29 Clew 

3D Chneoftennli 
31 Red pint 

33 PtiU 

34 Draft etetue 

35 The — WctT 
(London dastic) 

36 WsmouaFc ri 


12 Bowie, to one 
15 Ra l a» v e by 
marrleoe 

17 Round of gurtilre 

19 Spoil 

20 Ena M rimer 

22 Fin an da l ctawne 

23 Monhar 


7 Henringww 

B m — ■ — 

EanDmce 

ID WBn (ttqu$ncy 
it AvtationiaeftK 


20 Ohiheliouee 
27 Coupcf— 

32 Pacnflyav 


40 Alarm hem 

44 Sofltily 

45 UgM bull writ 
<7 Phystoto, 

bmfltarty 

49 Grotto 

50 Vha -c or titi iwk 
sa Capital on the We 
94 EotiemdedptaM 

55 a B2ed-0l*ii 
57 Vaiusd rock 

56 HogHie mammal 
56 Wtttfvntai 

36 Mop 

38 CortBf^ 
hutirand 

37 Fating the pocher 

39 Pork oita 

41 Nbughom novel 
iwtai'Tba") 

42T&M — 

Moumurr 

43 Homian goose 

40 NBG morning 


fll Aston tariveJ 
6« Ugomtaiy 
Vecaif 
86 Hdo'sfeti 
66 Re anto 
07 NovaSst Totatoy 

68 Deadoch 

69 Coirotiva 
cftomicaf 

70 Nathvo to a 
region 

72 Waring bird 

73 Comaqrvtng 


40 3b* 

51 Beti bad. 

52 Odd GOOocMe 

53 DflCDiaM 
96 Sacred 

cere mo ny 
00 Cord 

61 Understood 

62 Narrative poem 

03 Newsm an Koppd 
66 Cteua perlMmar 
7i Noted period 


Last Week 9 * Cryptograms 

1. Could fmt figure made from enow, standing on lawn, be 
called “Abdominal” Snowman? 

2- Crafty helper did tacky work; he ueed forty pnali pins to 
bold torn wallpaper while paste dried. 

3. Big banana leaf was proper wrapping for two warm 
tamales. 

1 Frleky rooster and cheeky young hen found dancing chick 
to chiolu 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


l.PSPF B SPAK WAXMU DAKYZCHABH 
EPDXYl PAPA DCORE BTTOHP ZIP PFDCEPE 
UCAET TUCCTI" CA -2UPPZT” ZC WP 
-RXZZaP.- — By Duw H. McGonr 

m 

3.NOUQUS Y SKGUCCIS SUGUSSUT PI CZAPZ^C 
R Z AT IG TUPMPU DOQUC ZC CHRISTMAZPU 
NOZBCUC. — By Barbara J. Sugg 

3. BIG RIEZM VERB U TAf^K DUM, TALDUZZK 
UGUCVLM GZLM "YORLIGUTAUDZA” WDYUSA 
NV VTAUB OYNI VEL ZITTSEUSA? -ByiLCDoylr 

4. KTU ELORLE ONLY IRE SAID KNR1 OVER 
WTYO WRDTI YV AlNTWAY RUNAWAY- 

— By Kd BtsddJcrvon 
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SOLUTION OF LAST 
WEEK’S SUNDAY PUZZLE 
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DUBLIN (R) — When 
Declan 0‘Farrell was diag- 
nosed with lung cancer in 
1992. he thought he had 
been given a death sentence. 

Aged just 34, Mr. O' Far- 
rell had stopped smoking up 
to 30 cigarettes a day two 
months earlier, when he 
started coughing up blood. 
By the time he went to the 
doctor he could barely walk 
50 metres a day. 

“The first reaction was 
total and utter shock. The 
fact that I was 34 at the time 
meant there was general 
disbelief among my family 
and friends." he said. 

Five years later Mr. 
O" Farrell, a musician from 
Mullingar. 65 kilometres 
outside Dublin, is free of all 
signs of the disease and 
speed walks up to 32 kilo- 
metres a week. 

He has recovered largely 
with the help of cancer- 
killing drugs, known as 
chemotherapy, a treatment 
he said was “at times very 
painful and traumatic/' with 
side effects including severe 
weight loss, diarrhoea and 
fatigue. 

But very few of the 
350,000 people who will be 
diagnosed with lung cancer 
in the United States and 
European Union countries 
this year will match 
O’FarreH’s recovery. On 
current form, 87 per cent 
are likely to be dead within 
five years, and 95 per cent 
will eventually die of their 
disease. 

Biggest cancer killer 
in U.S and EU 

Like the battles of World 
War I. progress in the fight 
against lung cancer, now the 
biggest cancer killer in the 
U.S. and most of Europe, is 
marked in fractional territo- 
rial gains rather than great 
sweeping advances. 

In the two decades 
between 1973 and J 993, the 
numbers surviving for five 
years after diagnosis rose to 
just 13 people in every 100 
from 12, and compared with 

40 in a 100 for cancers in 

general. 

One problem is that symp- 
toms such as blood in spu- 
tum, and repeated bouts of 
bronchitis and pneumonia, 
are often not evident until 
the disease is well ad- 
vanced. 

However despite the grim 


record, the mood among 
2.600 physicians, radiolo- 
gists, scientists and carers at 
the - Eighth World Lung 
Cancer Conference in Dub- 
lin this month was one of 
cautious optimism. 

A handful of new drugs 
deve loped in recent years 
appear to offer the promise 
of nudging up survival rates 
and markedly improving the 
quality of life of sufferers, 
easing painful and debilitat- 
ing symptoms. 

Dr. Desmond Carney, sec- 
retary general of the Inter- 
national Association for the 
Study of Lung Cancer and 
an oncologist at University 
College. Dublin, said that 
10 years ago patients with 
non-small cell lung cancer, 
the most common form of 
the disease, were almost 
never given drugs. 

“We now believe we are at 
the stage where all patients 
with all types of lung cancer 
should be considered for 
chemotherapy/' he said. 

Scientists at the five-day 
conference said there was 
growing evidence that com- 
binations of new and old 
drugs were helping to com- 
bat the disease directly and 
also shrinking tumours, 
making surgery and radiolo- 
gy more effective. 

Among the drugs raising 
hopes are Bristol-Myers 
Squibb’s Taxol. Eli LDIy’s 
Gerazar. Smithkline Bee- 
cham's Hycamtin, Rhone 
Poulenc Rorer’s Taxotere, 
Vmorelbine, licensed to a 
number of companies by 
France's Pierre Fabre, and 
Irinotecan, licensed by Ja- 
pan's Yakult Honsha Com- 
pany. 

;*Dozens of clinical trials 
around the world are testing 
different combinations of 
new drugs and old faithfuls 
such as Cisplatin and Eto- 
poside. developed by Bris- 
tol-Myers. Drug interaction 
with radiation is also being 
studied. 

Modest but real 
improvement in 
survival 

David Johnson of the 
Vanderbilt University Can- 
cer Centre in Nashville told 
the Dublin conference that 
“new drugs and new drug 
combinations appear to 
provide a modest but real 


improvement in the survival 
of patients, including those 
with far advanced... dis- 
ease." 

Results from a number of 
Vanderbilt studies present- 
ed in Dublin showed sur- 
vival rates of between 40 
and 60 per cent, sometimes 
at two and three years after 
diagnosis, which scientists 
said allowed optimism that 
five-year rates would also 
improve. 

“These collective data 
indicate that the therapeutic 
nihilism of the past is un- 
warranted," said Dr. John- 
son. 

There is also growing 
optimism that break- 
throughs in understanding 
the genetic basis of lung 
cancer will open die way to 
powerful biotechnology 
drugs and accurate tests for 
early signs of disease. 

Threat of epidemic 
among younger 
people 

But for all tbe hope, sci- 
entists and doctors at tbe 
Dublin conference dearly 
felt powerless against the 
might of tobacco compa- 
nies and worrying signs that 
young people are talting up 
smolong in ever greater 
numbers. In the developing 
world the situation is even 


worse — virtually all 
Chinese men are estimated 
to be smokers. 

“Ninety-five per cent of 
lung cancer deaths are dae 
directly to cigarette smok- 
ing, and the great fear we 
have is that we ore facing an 
epidemic of this disease in 
young people, especially 
young women." said Dr. 
Carney. 

Epidemiologist Peter 
Boyle told the conference 
that “smoking in many 
respects represents a great 
failure of public health. 
Forty years after the haz- 
ards of smoking were 
established, cigarettes are 
still responsible for 30 per 
cent of deatbs in Britain and 
the U.S." 

With the evangelism of 

the reformed. Decl&n 

O' Farrell describes himself 

■ 

as “quietly contemptuous 
of smokers.” He won't 
allow smoking in his home 
and leaves when anyone 
lights up around him. 

“Three of my family were 
not shocked into giving up 
. smoking despite what hap- 
pened jo me, which high- 
lights how addictive the 
drug is." he said. 
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(A) Spider. 


(ft has eight legs; all the others have six). 
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(B) Record. 

( A disc is a record, and a record is an achievement). 

* v * 

(C) HELP THE PORTER 

YORK, 

HULL. 
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LEEDS 

BOLTON, 

BRISTOL. 


Pa 


* V for 


.AFP 


'tf-r ,i. 

1 11 - ■ — 
p .■ . jj 1 — 

■}% l?T- f - ' --CTS5- 
■' dre>- . 

: v ^ . - -i\TCT' 

T Tts:'- 

* Pales- 

?'• ■ p.-onot- 1 -'- 




JdaiTrefti 


itssure i 

[ .paid from P“? e 1 1 


to 


[ . ■ ■■■" ... 

.■ . - 

iV - ' h.. 

* . -n-' 

■ • ■ '»• • • , 

| .~-r - . ; 

f' r--.. j - j 

' ' • -'I' 1 ‘ 

■ .-/ ■ • : r ' * 


' ■* . JhV - ■ 


: --r ; ^ 

■w. 11 






_ ■«, . - 'j.* ■ . ^ 

. * ■* ■ 




i 1-* ■ ■■ 

1 ■ * V ■ fc- A I 


• ? .1 






\ I ■ s. 


: - ■ i*;, 

■ .L .«• , oil 

_ -■». ; ■ ■ z ~ p ; >r 

2 J r f I D J 

■ y\ m ..;i 


■ ■ — r 1 ' 


_ • ,-b ■ ■■ 

i i. l.L ■■ ■ * ' - 


• jp* 1 


J.! L •. ■ 7 . . ..T7..C - .miS 




Mel 




mfirms 
nest of 
lolan 
lights 
*oman 

^■Qtd from page 1 


Pri 

Sa 

to 

he 

i 

i*L 

in 

the 

nw 

ZC' 

rnt 

HOI 

the 

tha 

tioi 










J -V-' 
*• ■ 1 


J 
i laid 


raelis, Palestinians prepare Gaza refugees continue Israel ends month-long 

i Xl ■ _ _ • _ , TT XT . O 


for Gaza bomb attack protesting U.N. cuts 


NETZflJUM (AFP) _ 


fy Affipes held an unusual 
joint exercise near a Jewish 
settlement in the Gaza Strip 
Wednesday to evacuate dead 
and wounded from a mock 
bombing, officials said. 

die Israeli army was 
qux^ tp stress that “regret- 
tabfy” the operation did not 
amount to the kind of cooper- 
ation® the fight again# ter- 
rorism which Israe l jg 
demanding from the Pales- 
tinians as a oontfitjon for lift- 
ing painful economic sanc- 


tbepast. 

About 1 00 Pijjtartinian 
police and an equal number 
of Israeli sok&rs, including 
medical personnel and a 


Palestinian officials said 
the exercise began with the 
d et on a ti on of a inode bomb 
which “wountfcd” 14 Pales- 
tinians and 12 Israelis on an 
kradfr-craaroBcd road which 
leads to Netzarim — a Jew- 
ish settkmem in the heart of 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza and a 
frequent site of violence in 


oozen amouiances. evacuat- 
ed the casualties in an opera- 
tion that tot* half the 75 min- 
utes allotted to the exercise, 
seramy officials said. 

A year ago Israeli troops 
and Palestinian pniir» fou ght 
a deadly gunbatde on the 
same road during rioting 
which erupted after Israel 
opened a new entrance into 
’So archaeological tunnel near 
: Muslim holy sites in And) 
east Jerusalem. 

The rood was also hit by a 
suicide bombing last April 
which only killed the bomber 
and wounded several Pales- 
tinian passosby but missed 
the Jewish settlers who were 
presumably the target. 

An army spokesman -.faid 
Israel ‘Velcotnes the cooper- 


ation on humamtarian issues" 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), which 
fsrad has been pressing 
unsuccessfully to tauoch a 
widescale cnAdown on 
armed militant groups ' fol- 
lowing a double suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem last 
month. 

“Regrettably the exercise 
does not include cooperation 
against terrorist activity or 
the fight against terrorism or 
mielligence cooperation,” the 
spokesman said. 

Asked if the training was 
designed to prepare for a pos- 
sible new outbreak of fight- 
ing between Israeli and 
Palestinian police, • the 
spokesman would only said 
the aim was “to address any 
scenario where there would 
be a need to evacuate wound- 
ed or killed on the Netzarim 
road.” 


(Cont i nued from page I) 

strike “so that the entire 
school year will not be 
wrecked.” 

Over 150,000 Palestinian 
children attend UNRWA 
schools in the Gaza Strip. 

UNRWA provides aide to 
a total 3.4 million Palestin- 
ian refugees in' the Gaza 
Strip, the West Bank, Jor- 
dan, Syria and Lebanon: 

UNRWA has received 
just S207 million from aid 
donors and expects to have 
$220 million in hand at 
year-end, which leaves a 
$20 million deficit for the 
year, according to UNRWA 
head Peter Hansen. 

Other than charging 


around $15 a year fra: 
schooling, UNRWA has 
also bad to cut international 
staff by 15 per cent to 135 
and cancelled the hiring of 
250 new teachers needed to 
cope with 1L.000 new stu- 
dents this year. 

Other cuts include an 
immediate freeze on uni- 
versity scholarships, all 
cash emergency assistance 
for hardship cases and shel- 
ter rehabilitation. 

"There is now no other 
choice than setting these 
very cruel measures in 
motion. I am very sorry it 
has to come to this. There is 
no ocher way to save the 
agency,” Mr. Hansen said 
in Geneva Tuesday. 


Haddadin, Sharon discuss 
Jordan Rift Valley projects 


Jordan refutes claim of U.S. 
pressure to conduct dialogue 


(Continued from page I) 

elections, the Muslim 
Brotherhood demanded the 
abolition of the one-person, 
one-vote system, tbe freez- 
ing of controversial amend- 
ments to the Press and Pub- 
lications Law, the halting of 
what they deem as mea- 
sures aimed at curbing the 
role of ^political parties and 
professional unions, as well 
as constitutional reforms 
and tile raising of the ceil- 
ing of public freedoms. 

More recently, however, 
Islamic leaders have 
stressed on different occa- 
sions that the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its politi- 
cal arm, the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), would rescind 
their boycott decision 
should the government 
show willingness to meet 
part of thmr demands. 

“But this government has 
not taken any serious 


Israel 
confirms 
arrest of 
Golan 


woman 

t 

(Continued from page 1) 

the rector of Damascus 
University issued a protest 
letter over Ilham's deten- 
tion. - 

Her brother complained 
that authorities did not 
aHow TTbam to see an 
attorney.' - 

In tile letter addressed to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Atman and published 
by : the official Syrian 
News ■ Agency, Abdul 
Gharri. Maelbared con- 
demned a “wave of arrests 
co nducte d by Israeli 
troops” who have been 
occupying the Golan since 
1967/ 

Urider a U.N.-sponsored 
agreement, the students of 
the area are continuing 
their university studies in 
Damsacus. 

Mr. Maelbared asked the 
ILN. ?to weak to release 
the student and to end the 
attests and arbitrary acts 
perpetrator by the Israeli 
authorities. 

. Golan Druze staged a 
general strike and street 
protests Tuesday over 
Ilham's arrest 
Israel radio reported that 
police' reinforcements had 
been • sent - to Majdal 
Shams* the region’s main 
Druze town, to prevent 
further unrest 
Some 15,000 Druze live 
on the Golan, occupied by 
Israel m 1967. Most of 
them : haws rejected; Israeli 

nationality and* do. sot 

serve in the Israeli army. 


action,'’ Mr. Abu Diah said 
yesterday, adding that 
Prime- Minister Abdul 
Salara Majali “is just trying 
to give the impression that 
be is engaging in a dia- 
logue,” to keep “the West" 
at bay. 

“The U.S. and the West 
in general have interest in 
the (opposition-govern- 
ment] dialogue to be suc- 
cessful and the Islamists to 
participate in the elec- 
tions,” Mr. Abu Diah told 
tbe Jordan limes, adding 
that the Islamists' participa- 
tion in the November polls 
is a major requirement to 
the country's stability and 
democratic development. 

U.S. ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Wesley Egan was not 
immediately available yes- 
terday to comment on this 
statement 

Tension between the gov- 
ernment and the Islamists 
has mounted this week. 


Muslim Brotherhood's Ai 
Sabeel weekly declared on 
Tuesday that the govemm- 
net should “go home" if the 
dialogue with opposition 
parties fails. 

AJ Sabeel quoted Muslim 
Brotherhood overall leader 
Abdul Majid Thneibat as 
accusing the government of 
having “improvised a new 
stanegy, a so-called collec- 
tive dialogue,” involving 
all political parties, in order 
to avoid a direct confronta- 
tion with the Islamists, the 
back-bone of the opposi- 
tion. 

“We are not against dia- 
logue with the government, 
and we are not against the 
government conducting 
dialogue with whoever it 
wants, but we perceive our- 
selves as having a cause, 
and such dialogue should 
be conducted directly with 
us,” Mr. Thneibat said. 


( Continued from page 1) 

the two countries” is suit- 
able to start some JRV 
projects adding that the 
coming days and weeks 
will “witness the imple- 
mentation of some." 

The Israeli official, 
who is in charge of 
Israeli relations with 
Arab countries, said 
Israel had finished plan- 
ning some desalination 
projects but “these ven- 
tures cost huge capitals 
and need foreign financ- 
ing.” 

“During the visit of 
Prime Minister 

(Benyamin) Netanyahu 
to Japan... some Japanese 
firms expressed their 
interest to invest in these 
projects and to join a 
desalination schenre.” 

Mr. Mjalii said that 
among the JRV projects 
that would be imple- 
mented are “those which 
could be implemented in 
a very short span of 
time.” 

'There axe several pro- 
posals, such as linking 
Aqaba with Dead sea 
factories through a rail- 


Jordan, Israel say media's stormy 
reports on water dam are untrue 

(Continued from page 1) of a major dam structure on tourists, the s 


.wide-range of criticism from 
Byria and the Arab League. 

Spokesman of the Ianeli 
embassy in Amman. Roey 
Gilad, told tbe Jordan Times 
that Ml Sharon has denied 
the Ha’aretz report 
'The infrastructure min- 
istry today (Wednesday) 
denied the Israeli media 
reports published in the pre- 
vious days and said that Israel 
has no role in building the 
dam,” Ml Gilad said. 

According to the Joidan- 
Israeli peace treaty, singed in 
October 1994, Israel has to 
annually supply the King- 
dom with a 50 million cubic 
metres (MCM) of water: 

An additional 50 mem of 
water will be allocated to Jor- 
dan through joint water pro- 
jects, which would be 
financed by the two coun- 
tries. 

The $303 million Jordanian 
project stipulates the building 


of a major dam structure on 
the Jordanian-Syrian border: 
The dam will be 100 metres 
high and will give Jordan the 
ability to store about 225 
mcm of water from the 
Yarmouk River with an aver- 
age incremental yield of S5 
mcm per year. 

The dam will help satisfy 
both municipal and agricul- 
tural demands, as well as it 
win generate electricity. The 
financing of the project has 
not yet teen secured. 

Last June. Mr. Sharon and 
Dt Haddadin met in Aqaba 
and agreed on a plan to sup- 
ply Jordan with the addition- 
al quantity of water. 

Aqaba airport agreement 
to be agned Sunday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Israel will .sign oo Sun- 
day an agreement to operate a 
pilot flight Co the Kingdom’s 
southern airport of Aqaba, 
which will be used by the two 
countries to attract foreign 


tourists, the spokesman of die 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
said Wednesday. 

Roey Gilad, told tbe Jordan 
Times that Israeli minister of 
transportation, Yitzhak Levy, 
wifl arrive in Aqaba along 
with 30 other officials on 
Sunday. 

He added that a meeting 
will take place between Ml 
L evy and his Jordanian coun- 
terpart, Bassam Saket, which 
will be followed by a joint 
press conference. Dr Saket 
was not immediately avail- 
able for commenL 

According to a proposed 
plan, Israeli planes will oper- 
ate flights to Aqaba, which 
will be the only international 
airport in tbe southern 
regions of the two countries. 

Ml Gilad said that the 
Israeli minister of telecom- 
munication, Limor Livnat, 
was scheduled to arrive in 
Jordan on Wednesday, but 
delayed ter visit for “techni- 
cal reasons.” 
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1 GCSE, 'A'-Level, IB, SAT I t& II, TOEFL, GRE, GMAT, Tawjihi, 
Career & University Guidance, Essay and Research Help. 
CREATIVE TEACHERS: S.E.C. teachers are highly trained and 
experienced professionals dedicated to helping students succeed. 
CUSTOMISED COURSES: S.E.C. course work is tailored to each 

student's needs. 

DIAGNOSIS OF NEEDS: S.E.C. offers diagnostic tests to analyse 
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FOUNDATION: S.E.C. classes give you the content review, strategies and 

test-taking skills needed for success. 
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1 Small Classes: and Oynamfc-Teachars 1 

For more information please call us between 9:30-1:30 and 3:30-6:30- 
Telephone: 5526121 or 079/25946; E-MaiL* *weis@index^om.jo 
LOCATION: Um Uthaina, Haro's Office Building 

next to AI fssar Flower Shop & Tannoureen Rest 




blockade of Bethlehem 


road... among tens of 
projects that have been 
submitted, we will imple- 
ment those projects for 
which financing is also 
attainable,” Mr. Mjalii 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
wrapped up a visit to 
Japan on Tuesday, said 
the Japanese are not 
against having their 
funding and expertise 
harnessed for an Israeli- 
Jordanian water desalina- 
tion project. 

“The government of 
Japan is prepared to allo- 
cate funds and know-how 
to this end. They asked 
for a detailed proposal. 
Had they not wanted to 
go ahead, they would 
have said it was difficult 
or dangerous,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu following his 
meeting with Japanese 
officials. 

Among the desalination 
projects the Kingdom is 
eager to launch ^$100 
million project', that 
would provide the King- , 
dom with additional 50 
million ' cubic metres 
(MCM) of drinkable 
water. 


(Continued from page 1) 

the confrontations, raising 
fears of a replay of armed 
clashes between the two 
sides a year ago which left 
85 people dead. 

On Wednesday tbe 
streets were quiet as Pales- 
tinian police, in prepara- 
tion for the end of the 
blockade, prevented 

youths from approaching 
Israeli lines. 

The only confrontation 
came when troops scuffled 
briefly with Palestinian 
political and religious 
leaders from Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem who tried 
to meet on the Israeli side 
of the main army road- 
block outside the town. 

Mr. Netanyahu neverthe- 
less renewed his charge 
that Mr. Arafat was 
fomenting street violence. 
“We have solid informa- 
tion that the PNA is 
encouraging popular upris- 
ings to further aggravate 
the crisis,” be said. 

But Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy came out 
in favour of lifting the 
overall closure on the terri- 


tories, which prevents 
some 100,000 Palestinians 
from reaching jobs in 
Israel. 

Palestinian officials dis- 
missed tbe opening of 
Bethlehem, saying Israel 
must also end the remain- 
ing sanctions. 

“The lifting of the clo- 
sure on Bethlehem has no 
value,” said Palestinian 
Information Minister Yass- 
er Abed Rabbo. All the clo- 
sure measures must be 
ended and the money that 
was stolen from the Pales- 
tinian [National] Authority 
must be returned with 
interest.” 

Bethlehem area residents 
echoed that sentiment as 
they moved freely around 
their town for the first time 
in a month. 

“I hope this will speed up 
the peace process, but I 
don’t think so,” said 
Mustafa Abed, a school 
teacher, as he crossed from 
his home village into Beth- 
lehem's suburb of Beit 
Sahur. “Netanyahu doesn't 
want peace, he wants 
land.” 

While army checkpoints 


on main entrances were 
opened, side roads in Beth- 
lehem remained closed by 
concrete blocks and earth- 
en barriers placed there by 
Israeli soldiers. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
officials insisted they were 
engaged in sincere security 
cooperation with Israel and 
pointed as proof to an 
unusual joint disaster drill 
carried out Wednesday by 
Israeli troops and Palestin- 
ian police in the Gaza 
Strip. 

But the Israeli army 
insisted the operation was 
a “humanitarian exercise” 
which “regrettably ... does 
not include cooperation 
against terrorist activity or 
the fight against terrorism 
or intelligence coopera- 
tion.” 

Meanwhile, a poll 
released Wednesday said 
Palestinian support for sui- 
cide attacks against Israel 
increased by nearly five 
percentage points to 28.2 
per cent during the past 
four months of deadlock in 
the peace process. 


Israel demolishes home of blind 
man with ten children and wife 


(Continued from page 12) 

are pan of punitive mea- 
sures linked' to the attack. 

Wednesday’s home 
demolitions coincided 
with a Jerusalem region- 
al planning committee 
debate on the proposed 
construction of 54 settle- 
ment units for Jews in 
the nearby Arab neigh- 
bourhood of Ras AI 
Amud. 

Left-wting members of 
the city council lodged 
an appeal to prevent con- 
struction of the settle- 
ment on grounds it would 
spark mass Palestinian 


demonstrations and 
endanger the peace 
process and the lives of 
Jews living in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

While the government 
and tbe American owner 
of the land have 
expressed reservations 
about beginning con- 
struction in the near 
future, both would like to 
leave open the option. 

“The fact that the 
municipality destroyed 
houses in this area on the 
same day as this debate 
shows what kind of a 
neighbourhood they want 
to build in this area,” 


said Amon Yekutieli of 
the opposition Meretz 
Party. “This will bring 
Woodshed.” 

The planning commit- 
tee is expected to decide 
on the appeal on Septem- 
ber S. 

Tbe Palestinians broke 
off peace talks with 
Israel in March after it 
began construction on a 
new Jewish settlement in 
mostly Arab east 
Jerusalem, where ■ the 
Palestinians hope to 
establish the capital of a 
future state. 
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The Hard Rock Cafe 
Announces: 

Rocking Hours Stare at 12 (noon) until 
2:00am.. .That gives you 14 hours of 
Menu Bliss! 

For the restless few, reservations are 
now accepted for groups of 4 and more, 
from 10am onwards. 

However, the Hard Rock still operates 
under a First Come, Hist Serve Basis. 


l ysERvi 


LOVE ALL 



SERVE ALL 


AMMAN 


For more information, 
please call the Hard Rock Cafe, 
Amman, Tel. 079-4574? 

The Offer Still Stands^, 
"Love All Serve Afl” 








8 Economy 


economic miracle 


World Bank 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Asia’s continued econom- 
ic prosperity could be 
threatened by the continu- 
ing problem of poverty, in 
which some 900 million 
Asians live, the World 
Bank said in two reports. 

While in East Asia 
poverty has decreased 
with unprecedented eco- 
nomic growth, India’s 


development rate has been 
much more modest and 
the country has 300 mil- 
lion people in poverty, the 
reports noted. < 
The reports show that 
poverty has fallen dramat- 
ically in East Asia — 
down 27 per cent from 
1975-85 and a further 35 
per cent from 1985-95. 
The declines have been 


attributed to macroeco- 
nomic stability, the accu- 
mulation of human and 
financial capital, the 
opening of markets and a 
high-level of personal 
savings. 

The decline in poverty 
in East Asia is the steepest 
ever seen in the develop- 
ing world, the bank said. 

While in 1975 six out of 
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TEL.: 601 554 


Tickets Sold at : 

• THE PLACE Tel. 5515903 

• BOOKS @ CAFEE Tel. 650457 

• HOUSTON’S RESTAURANT Tel. 700610 

• GENEVA HOTEL Tel. 8581 00 


• STALLIONS Tel. 812003 

• Gl. RHO. MA. Tel. 863624 / 644522 

• PHILADELPHIA HOTEL Tel. 607100 
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10 people in the region 
lived in poverty, that 
number has been dramati- 
cally reduced to two out 
of 10 today. 

The most populated 
countries in the region, 
China and Indonesia, 
together accounted for 92 
per cent of those living in 
poverty in the region in 
1975. 

Since then, China has 
seen its poverty rate 
plunge 63 per cent while 
Indonesia’s rate fell 82 
per cent. 

Even greater reductions 
were seen in Thailand, 
where the poverty rate fell 
90 per cent and in 
Malaysia. 95 per cent 
Social indicators such 
as life expectancy, infant 
mortality, and number of 
school-age children 
attending school also 
went up, the bank noted. 

But the East Asia study, 
entitled “Everyone’s Mir- 
acle?,” says efforts need 
to be redoubled to fight 
poverty. 

“After three decades in 
which rapid growth and 
reduced inequality were 
the hallmark of the East 
Asian economic miracle, 
inequality is becoming 
more widespread,” the 
bank said. 

There is still widespread 
poverty in countries in 
transition such as Cambo- 
dia, Laos, Mongolia and 
Vietnam, where the poor 
are concentrated in rural 
regions. 

In addition, the b ank 
found that poverty is con- 
centrated among some 
social groups, especially 
minority groups, in coun- 
tries such as Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Thai- 
land. 

Finally, countries like 
China and . Thai! and are 
seeing an increased dis- 
parity between develop- 
ing urban areas and stag- 
nant rural ones. 

The disparity threatens 
to not only lower the rate 
at which poverty is being 
reduced but also put a 
brake on the growth rates 
of these countries by 
threatening their social 
cohesion, the bank 
warned. 

Noting the recent turbu- 
lence on financial and 
currency markets caused 
by the Thailand crisis, the 
bank's report adds that 
“any impact on growth 
which could translate into 
slowing progress in 
reducing poverty would 
be cause for great con- 
cern.” 


Peanuts 

SOME PIRATES JUST 

landed on the BEACH ! 

A REAL NASTY 
LOOK IN 6 BUNCH! 


I WONDER IF 
THEY'RE HERE 
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Poverty persists in Asia despite 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 “On — Old 
Smoky” 

6 Total: abbr. 

9 Domino 

13 Adds — 

14 “Serpk»" author 

16 Healing plant 

17 City on the 
Seine 

18 Gumbo 

19 Full of antics 

20 Sinatra’s 
musical 
arranger 

23 Splitsvffle 

24 Part of nJb. 

25 Harper \Aafley 
org. 

28 Bossy souid 
30 Metallic dross 
32 Neutral 
pigments 

34 Long vestments 
36 Hormone 

38 Follows secretly 

39 Compromise 

42 More mean- 
spirited 

43 Antitoxins 

44 Give out 

45 Scents 
47 — Blanc 

49 Murals, e.g. 

50 Opp. of ant 

51 Verne captain 
53 Algerian port 
55 Hale and 

heafthy 
59 Carson's 


i i2 f3 I 4 fs 


1 59 |60 161 
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14 



■ 

18 



21 
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31 
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43 



46 
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47" 



52 
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56 

62 




65 
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68 




9 no 111 112 


157 158 


by Raymond Hamel 


62 Aleutian island 

63 “—Dad" 

64 Antelope 

65 School near 
Windsor Castle 

66 — Gay 

67 JaneorZane 

68 Newt 

69 Kingly 

DOWN 

1 Mountain lake 

2 Woodwind 

3 He played "The 
Emperor Jones" 

4 Pinguid 

5 Papal capes 


6 Cupid 

7 Taking 
advantage 

8 Slow, in music 

9 Labyrinth 

10 Chicken — long 

11 Family member 

12 Vital 
15 — say 

(unfortunately) 

21 Baseball's Ryan 

22 MBk: pref. 

25 Favorite one 

26 Bank figure 

27 Maintain 

28 Tree snakes 

29 Owner of the 
*Qiicago fire" 
cow 

31 Does stage ■ 
work 

33 Mecca trek 
35 Which winder 
37 Submarine 


Puzzle solved: 
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□□□□ □□□HQBDEE3E’] 

□HHOasd 

■■■so □□□□□qdI 

fganQ 0 qdqq □□□□ 

{□□□□□□□□ □□□□□ 
BGHSHEQQEacia 
■□□□□□a □□□□ 

□BQDQ □□□□□□□□ 

□□□□ 

pgQQ □□□□□ mnum\ 

□BOB DE3BQO BBanl 


0 15 97 Trib une Mwfea Servicaa. Inc. 
Ail rights reserved. 

40 Esfehan 56 P< 

resident & 


56 Polly, to Tom 
Sawyer 


rr 13 Mancha’ 57 Dancer Montez 


ja , wmiiwoi mm n 

46 Bnsttes 58 Of an epic time 

48 Certain molecule period 

52 Framing choice 59 Chronicle 

54 Hersey town 60 Miscalculate 

55 Shrewd 61 Humorist Bill 


I HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 

FOR THURSDAY, . 

AUGUST 28, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You should not 
believe everything you 

' hear today, since some of 

it could be second-hand 

I information. A feOow 
associate may be con- 
fused. Use your charm 
with others to strengthen 
friendships which have 
lasted.. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You may not like 
a labour condition today, 
and it is best to trust this 
instinct Labour to clarify 
[ this. Friends should prove 
cooperative at this Tiny 
thereby you can handle 
any difficulties. Labour at 
trying to be happy. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Turn up the 
charm and beauty today, 
dress well, thereby you 
will become successful. 

J Get your important duties 
under control and post- 
pone plans for pleasure 
until your difficulties are 
solved and there is peace 
with you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) A clever 
loved one can help you to 
solve a difficulty in an 
unexpected manner today, 
so seek out the answers 
from him or her. Great 
potential exists for cooper- 
ation among fellow asso- 
ciates at this time . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You should not suc- 
cumb to distractions 
today, so keep your mind 
upon doing whatever is 
expected. Concentrate on 
i one issue, listen to an 
expert on the subject 
Work and shop alone, 
since only you can decide 
what you want 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Seize the 
moment to labour on some 
creative affair for which 
you have much talent at 
this tune. Have fun with 
humorous friends ‘ lata 1 
this, evening, thereby you 
will enjoy being with 
close friends and loved 
ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You should 
not make any important 
agreements today while! 
some confusion exists, [ 
however do try to labour 
- on home affairs which you 
have put aside. Avoid an 
irresponsible scheme 
which could backfire in 
your face. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Focus on 
what you are confident in 
today, and don't concern 
yourself about an issue 
which puzzles you. Steer 
clear of a person who is 
frustrated and let him or 
her be by themselves to 
cool off and regain their 
composure. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Re main cheerful today 
and try to put straight a 
friend who may be short- 
sighted at present Busi- 
ness interests will flourish J 
if they are well attended I 
and not allowed to disap- . 
pear which could happen I 
I in the days ahead ■ I 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Avoid a worldly disagree- 
ment in the morning today 
so that you do not get dis- 
tracted in handling your 
career activities to their 
logical conclusion. You 
should rely upon higher- 
up for assistance with a 
new project 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Be polite 
yet firm with those who 
would ■distract you in the j 
morning. An adviser can be 
of assistance to you today, 

however a newcomer is not 
| You may meet someone j 
quite irresistible, quite ine- 
I sistible, so make the effort 
to be with this person. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Put aside 
promises you are not sure 
how to handle today, and 
see those who can give 
you good advice. Focus on 
personal health, exercise 
which can be beneficial to 
your physical well being, 
and emotional stale. 
Birthstone of Aiigust: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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Syrian trade delegation wraps up visit to Iraq 


BAGHDAD^ . A 

Syrian trade delegation 
ended ai.flve day risk here 
Wednesday after signing 
conmieis to food to Iraq 
and agreeing to do mure to 
boost -/./economic ties 
between the nvo former 
flies. 

The 12-strong delegation 
signed several agreements 
with Iraqi import compa- 
nics u» Tuesday for the sale 
of food products, mostly 
vegetables, : the daily A1 
Jumhuriya said! 

Trade Minister Moluwv 
mad Mahdi Saleh attended 
the sighing otrerauay wt 
said Iraq wants ' to 
"strengthen trade coopera- 
tion with our Syrian broth- 

„ M 


errs. 


“The next step will sac a 
broaden inn of cooperation,** 
he added.' 

Mohammad Malki, the 
head of the Syrian, delega- 


tion. said Syrian business- 
men were keen to consoli- 
date economic *t its with 
their neighbour, l 
■ The delegation, met Mr. 
Saleh and Iraq's ministers 
of foreign affairs and oil to 
discuss ways to boost trade 
relations, an Iraqi official 
spokesonan 

Iraq, under U.N. econom- 
ic saqcfionN since the 1990 
invasion, of Kuwait, was 
authorised in December to 
sell rwo billion dollars of 
od 10 finance imports of 
food and medical supplies 
under an -dil-for-food" 
accord wifli the United 
Nations. 

Syria and Iraq broke off 
relations in 1980 because of 
Damascus's support for 
Tehran in the 1980-1988 
iran-iraq war. They closed 
their border two .years later. 

However, lies have 
warmed is die past three 





Official report estimates 
number of tourists to Jordan 

to rise to 1.5m in year 2000 

■ 

** ACCORDING TO official estimates, the number 
of tourists expected to visit the Kingdom in the year 
2000 will be around 1-5 million. A government 
report chi tourism shows that the number of hotel 
rooms is expected to reach 18,000 by the same tar- 
get year. Amman, Petra and the Dead Sea were seen 
as the main sites most of the tourism investments.. 
The report also estimates an increase in the number 
of the labour force working in the tourism sector to 
reach 15,000 persons by the year 2000. These esti- 
, mates include those working directly in tourism 
facilities. 

As a result, various activities, including traditional 
industries manufacturing touristic products, will 
noticeably progress to be in line with the forecast of 
an increase in the number of tourists. “The expected 
rise in tourism activity and tourism investments, will 
put additional pressure on the water, communica- 
tions and other services," the report indicated. “As 
such, the role of these services should be activated 
and its production efficiency raised to face the com- 
petition of regional tourism." 

The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) sees the neces- 
sity of giving the Ministry of Tourism and Antiqui- 
ties wider authority and greater flexibility as well as 
ensuring that there is no duplicity between the laws 
and regulations of the ministry and other institu- 
tions. 

The RSS proposed establishing a “tourism cham- 
ber” that will include all main tourism activities and 
support services in order to cooperate and coordi- 
nate all these elements for the better performance of 
the whole sector. 

Meanwhile, sources at the Ministry of Tourism 
said approvals were given to set up 20 hotel projects 
over the coming years at a total cost of about JD39 
million. At present, 47 hotel projects are still under 
implementation at an estimated total cost of JD246 
million. The projects are expected to provide 5,286 
rooms and 1,077 beds (AJ Ra'i + AJ Aswaq). 


months after a Syrian trade 
delegation travelled to 
Baghdad to break the ice, 
and the border ha* been 
reopened to businessmen. 

Earlier this month the 
United Nations has allowed 
Iraq to import goods via the 
border with Syria. 

Iraq is taking purl in 
Syria's International Fair in 
Damascus, which opens 
Thursday, for the first time 
in 17 years, while Syria is 
to participate for the first 
lime in the Babylon cultural 
festival in Iraq next month. 

The influential Babel 
newspaper, run by President 
Saddam Hussein’s son 
Uday, has called for closer 
Iraqi -Syrian ties to counter 
a growing military alliance 
between Israel and Turkey. 

Meanwhile. Iraq’s Trade 
Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh left for Syria 


on Wednesday, fuelling 
speculation The two Arab 
states might soon resume 
diplomatic ties, severed 17 
years ago. 

A trade ministry source 
said Mr. Saleh would attend 
die opening of an official 
trade fair in Damascus on 
Thursday and see what Iraq 
could buy from Syria under 
;m oil-for- food deal with 
the United Nations. 

The source also said Iraq 
signed with Syrian busi- 
nessmen on Tuesday a con- 
tract to supply Baghdad 
with 25,000 tonnes of puls- 
es under the oil accord. 

“Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Mehdi Saleh left for 
Syria today to attend Dam- 
ascus international fair 
which will be opened on 
Thursday,” the source told 
Reuters. 

"His visit comes within 
efforts to boost trade tits 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
GlAseEfffri I 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. AUGUST 21. 1997 
By Ihmius S, Pierson, Astiobger, Carroil Richter Fouiuiarian 

ARIES: (March 21 to April J9| Practical affairs may 
challenge your sense of responsibility to something else. 
Use your insight today to realise a loved one's un ver- 
balised need, and this should be recognised. This evening 
will be good for going out on town. 

TAURUS: l April 20 to May 20) An important outside 
affair needs attention today, however, first finalise your 
budget, thereby you will have extra funds. Avoid an irate 
fellow associate, however, listen closely to a new contact 
for his or her advice. 

GEMINI: (May 22 to June 21 ) Settle an old debt today, 
then study a new project which is profitable and thereby 
you can become quite successful. Use your ability to see 
both sides of any difficult situation to help a fellow asso- 
ciate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) Listen to 
those with practical instincts today for new iasight. Later, 
apply careful thought to a creative idea, so that you will 
gain recognition from a bigwig. Avoid extravagance later 
this evening, thereby you can have extra funds. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) A higher-up is in an excel- 
lent position today to assist you if you make your desires 
known. Avoid a counter-productive situation between a 
loved one and outsider. Otherwise a difficult situation 
could result. 

VIRGO: (August 22 ro September 22) Conditions prove 
favourable today for cutting down on expenses, thereby 
you can have some extra funds. Follow through on a new 
contact at this time and it will enhance your whole day for 
the belter. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make your plans 
for a special event today, which you have in mind. Imple- 
ment a special project you have in mind with the assis- 
tance of a practical person, who has some suggestions for 
the days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This morning 
plan how to make your borne more harmonious and fes- 
tive for those who you invite in. Later this evening, listen 
to a trouble fellow associate who need answers. You 
should not let outside pressures weaken your resolve. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Sup- 
port a fellow associates plans to to expand today, then you 
can be more efficient at your career activities. You should 
not shun a personal duty or you disturb a love one or a big- 
wig who can be beneficial. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Help your 
mate to solve his or her meaningful monetary affairs and 
thereby you can make the situation more pleasurable. This 
ma y involve adjusting your own accounts. Forget the 
advice of others. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Avoid a dis- 
agreement with a prominent person or you could 
encounter a difficult situation. Today is a good time to lis- 
ten to your mate's advice. Advances are made towards ful- 
filling a wish later this evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Accept the invitation 
today to go on a short trip with a close friend. Forget about 
attending an event later this evening which could be 
counter-productive and could lead to quite a difficult situ- 
ation. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


between The two coun- 
tries,” he added. 

Iraq and Syria decided 
three months ago to reopen 
their borders for trade, 
closed in 198U when ties 
were cut because Damascus 
siUed_wiih Iran in the 1980- 
88 lraq-Iran war. 

Since June the two Arab 
countries, ruled by rival fac- 
tions of the Ba’ath Puny, 
have been exchanging eco- 
nomic teams. 

Officials from Iraq and 
Syria have hinted of a pos- 
sible diplomatic rapproche- 
ment between the two 
countries. 

Iraq’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf 
has recently called for bel- 
ter relations with Syria and 
an Iraqi newspaper urged 
the two Arab states to estab- 
lish military' cooperation. 

Representatives of more 
than 40 Iraqi companies left 


earlier this week to Syria to 
attend Damascus trade fair 
and try to conclude deals 
under ihc oil pact. 

The oil deal, which allows 
Iraq to sell $2 billion worth 
of oil over six months in 
exchange for food and med- 
icine. went into effect last 
December and was renewed 
for vix months on June S. 
But Baghdad delayed 
exports for the second 
phase until two weeks ago 
to modify plans for aid. 

Iraqi new-spapers said on 
Wednesday the ministry 
signed another contract 
with Syrian companies to 
supply soap under the oil 
accord. They said the sign- 
ing ceremony w as attended 
by Saleh. 

During the first six 
months of the deal Iraq 
signed contracts with Syria 
worth S20 million to supply 
wheat and pulses. 


Riyadh studying 

privatisation of airline 


DUBAJ I R t — Saudi Defence 
Minister Sultan Bin Abdul 
Aziz said Tuesday the oil- 
rich kingdom was studying 
privatising various aspects of 
its public sector. 

Asked to comment on busi- 
nessmen's request to set up a 
domestic airline company. 
Prince Sultan, who is also 
second deputy prime minister, 
said in comments broadcast 
by Saudi Television: 

’’A month ago, there was a 
decision which was sent to 
specialised committees to 
study privatisation.. .and this 
includes all government sec- 
tor...'*. He gave no details. 

Saudi Arabia's government, 
alter .a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Ring Fahd earlier 
this month, said it was com- 
mitted to giving the private 
sector a bigger role in the 


world's largest oil producer 
and exporter, but the cabinet 
gave no details. 

Earlier this month, newspa- 
pers reported that the chair- 
man of the Jeddah Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
said Saudi businessmen had 
recently informed the national 
airline they were interested in 
setting up a domestic carrier. 

The Saudi Gazette last 
week quoted the head of 
Saudi Arabia's business com- 
munity as saying he backed 
the creation of a private 
domestic airline in the king- 
dom. 

The national airline, with 
Ii5 million passengers annu- 
ally. is spending $6 billion on 
61 new Boeing and McDon- 
nell Douglas aircraft, deliver- 
ies are due to start this month. 
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“Our software developers are working on 
a compression program that will let my 
boss fit six wooers into one cubicle.” 


TH*r SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and AigWon 


Unscramble these lour .Ajmbfas, 
«0 letter to each square, to form 
fcur ordinary words. 

FUDTNE 1 


Almost 

there 

i 

. i i 


I canlmlt to . 
see the view 


J. 


M 


KEPOD 



NEEWAK 


t 

Priritwiswar ham : TO 


C77/T* - 


WHY THEY 
CUM BEP TO THE 
TOP OF THE 
MOUNTAIN. j 

Now arrange (he dieted letters to 
tom the surprise answer; aa sug- 
gested by the attowe cartoon. 



(Answer, tomorrow) 


Sfflumay's I JtmWas: BIRCH FLUTE -SJSSb 

~*4 Answer What the miner ^whin his partws(ote. 

their gold — THE SHAFT 



Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold 


At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
Phone552711S Also in Brazil 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

* One ft Two Bedrooms ‘ Fully 
Equipped Kitchenette* * Duly & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Raw 


STUDIO DRIB 

Professional qualify in 
1 hour service jj 

Develop your colour filgi 
at our shop and get: „■ 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger, \ . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm: 

Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 
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The place to be if its on CD 


* We buy , * 
sell & trade 


CDS 




LARGEST S 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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arrivals Daily 
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Shmeisani. next to shmeisani post office 

Tel. 700624 -Fax 604183 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
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to Airport and Back 
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Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 
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IJ.S. Open 
Agassi advances; 
Martinez ousts Capriati 


NEW YORK (API — For 
two crisp sets, a faster and 
less flabby Andre Agassi 
finally played as if he want- 
ed to be on a tennis court as 
he brandished flashes of his 
l '94 championship run at 
the U.S. Open. 

Then they played the third 

Agassi looked slow, slop- 
py Impatient. and when he 
1 bunked an overhead against 
the back fence on set point, 
e'.en his bride. Brooke 
Shields, cursed in disgust at 

>urtside. 

In the end. Agassi walked 
away Tuesday night with a 
o-l. 6-J. 4-6. 6-3 victory 
..\er No. 130-ranked wild 
card Steve Campbell, and 
convinced no one that he’s 
ready to launch another 
drive toward the title from 


uncomfortable, but man- 
aged to settle down enough 
to pull out the match in the 
fourth set. 

After losing the first 
match of a tournament 
seven times this year in 
compiling a miserable 9-10 
record coming into the 
Open. Agassi was pleased 
with his performance. 

“For all those who can’t 
make the distinction 
between when I’m playing 
and when I’m not. I’m play- 
ing," Agassi said. “The fun- 
damentals of everything that 
I need to improve on are 
there. Now it's become a 
matter of fine-tuning. ... It’s 
nice to be there. It's been a 
long time. 

“I've got to say. when I 
got out there I remembered 
the dance." 


Hingis couldn’t resist flick- 
ing drop shots against her 
pregnant foe. 

Hingis didn't get to be No. 
1 by extending sympathy 
Toward other players, so it 
was not too surprising 
Tuesday at the U.S. Open to 
see her pull out all her tricks 
against a 15- week pregnant 
Tami Jones in a 6-0. 6- 1 
rout. 

“When I read she was 
pregnant, I said, 'well, OK. 
I’m going to face two oppo- 
nents at one time." Hingis 
said with a laugh. “It was 
weird playing someone who 
is pregnant. It's different. 

Jones — formerly 
Whitlinger-Jones — had a 
little more roundness to her 
belly, was slower than usual 
and out of breath more. Her 
doctor told her it was safe to 



Tenth seed Arantxa Sanchez- Vicarip. from Spain, hits a 
return to opponent Kerry- Anne Guse, from Australia, 
during their first round U.S. Open match. Sanchez- 
Vicario defeated Guse 6-2 6-4 (Reuters photo) 




Spain's Conchita Martinez returns a backhand to Jennifer Capriati of the United 
States during her first round match at the U.S. Open in New York. Martinez defeat- 
ed Capriati 6-1 6-2 to advance (Reuters photo) 

play as long as she drank 
lots of fluids to avoid dehy- 
dration. On a warm, muggy 
day at the Open, Jones guz- 
zled as much water as she 
could hold. 

“It was quite an experi- 
ence" said Jones, who lost 
the first set in 16 minutes, 
“it was a bit intimidating 
concerning my condition, 
but my husband thought 
what a great way to go out, 
playing in the new Arthur 
Ashe stadium, playing 
Martina Hingis, it’s a good 
story for our child." 

The 42-minute march was 
the last in singles for the 28- 
year-old Jones, who will 
play once more in doubles 

Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten, the ninth seed, serves to “ her ^ ome state °f 
opponent Geoff Grant of the United States during their 
first round U.S. Open match. Kaerten is the French 
Open champion (Reuters photo) 



Carlos Moya, from Spain, pretends to shoot at the chair 
umpire after what he thought was a bad line call 
against Frenchman Guillaume Raoux. Raoux, who is 
unseeded, upset Moya 6-4 7-6 6-2 (Reuters photo) 

Wisconsin before concen- 
trating on motherhood and. 
settling down in Cincinnati. 

With her whole family in 


the stands, Jones went out 
with the idea of simply- 
enjoying her last match, no 
matter the score. 

“I kind of joked with the 
baby and said, ‘this is our 
debut,’ and talked about how 
exciting it would be,” Jones 
said. “It’s definitely some- 
thing to remember." 

It was another day to for- 
get for one of the former 
stars of the women's tour, 
Jennifer Capriati, who fell 
6-1. 6-2 to No. 7 Conchita 
Martinez. As in so many 
other matches in her 
attempted comeback. 


Capriati lacked control and 
quickness as she sprayed 45 
unforced errors — nearly 
twice as many as Martinez. 

Capriati spoke again about 
her need to find a new coach 
to refine her game and help 
her win the close games she 
loses so often these days. 

In other women’s match- 
es, No. 3 Jana Novotna. No. 
4 Iva Majoli, No. 5 Amanda 
Coetzer, No. 6 Lindsay 
Davenport. No. 9 Mary 
Pierce and No. 12 Mary Joe 
Fernandez all won in 
straight sets. 

Aubrie Rippner, a 17- 
year-old Californian making 
her pro debut, beat Natalia 
Medvedeva 6-2, 6-2. 


an unseeded spot. 

Agassi, who has plummet- 
ed in the rankings to No. 63. 
was playing his first Grand 
Slam’ match since losing in 
the semifinals here a year 
ago. He showed he can still 
drum groundstrokes into the 


Most of the top men in 
action advanced in straight 
sets, including No. 2 
Michael Chang. No. ’ 3 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, and 
former Wimbledon champi- 
on Richard Krajicek. Two 
seeded players from Spain 


comers, deliver deft drop ‘ r lost in straight sets to play- 


shots. and return serve with 
power and accuracy — but 
is sorely lacking in stamina 
and sustained intensity'. 

Campbell, who won only 
eight matches ail year, was a 
rather accommodating 
opponent the first two sets, 
serving meatballs to Agassi 
and letting him do pretty 
much what he wanted. 

Agassi yielded only six 
points in one six-game 
stretch, and led 4-0 in the 
second set before Campbell 
held serve for the first time 
in the match. 

Agassi rushed between 
points, seemed tired and 


ers from France as 
Guillaume Raoux beat No. 
S Carlos Moya, and Amaud 
Boetsch beat No. 16 Albert 
Costa. 

No. 1 1 Thomas Enqvist 
withdrew because of an 
undisclosed illness. 

Sixth-seeded Alex 

Corretja of Spain, who near- 
ly knocked off Pete 
Sampras in a magnificent 
four-hour quarterfinal 
match last year in the old 
stadium, needed four sets to 
down Marc Rosser. 

The top women also had 
an easy day. 

Cruel or not, Martina 



Second seed Michael Chang of the United States keeps his eye on the ball during a 
match with Patrik Fredriksson of Sweden in the first round of the U.S. Open (Reuters 
photo) 


Ferrari 

chief 

keeps 

cool 


MONZA LAPP) — Ferrari 
boss Gianni Agnelli 
warned the fans on 
Wednesday not to expect 
an easy victory for Michael 
Schumacher in next week's 
Italian Grand Prix here. 

Agnelli, whose famil y 
control the Fiat car empire 
which includes Ferrari, 
arrived at Monza by heli- 
copter, accompanied by 
Ferrari President Luca di 
Momezemolo. 

“Schumacher told me it’s 
going to be a very difficult 
race, and that other cars 
will have an advantage on 
this circuit," said Agnelli. 

“There are a few things 
-that can be improved with 
the aerodynamics, but I 
don't know if something 
can be done in 10 days. 

“I just saw that they've 
already changed the front 
of the car and were doing 
tests." 

Schumacher and his part- 
ner Eddie Irvine return for 
the 68th Italian Grand Prix 
here on September 7. 

After four victories this 
season and a lead in the dri- 
vers’ and the constructors’ 
championships. Ferrari 
fans are now convinced 
their team can win both 
world rides. Eleven thou- 
sand of them turned up 
here just to watch 
Tuesday's first day of test- 
ing this week. 

But Agnelli was wary 
about making any predic- 
tions. saying: “For the 
moment, we’re in good 
shape.” 

Asked the best news he 
had received from 
Schumacher on Wednesday 
morning, he quipped: 
“Thai, for the moment, 
Schumacher is staying with 
us." 







players’ strike 

VENICE (AFP) — The Italian footballers union (AIC) J 
gave its foil support on Tuesday for a strike call in 
Spain to protest against the growing number of non; 

European players. • 

Spanish players want to limit the number of not 
European Union nationals in the Liga, and 'AIC 
President Sergio Campana said he backed the pi 
“We’ve expressed our full solidarity with the S 
players union.” said Campana. “We’ve regularly beetS 
in contact with them, since we, too, have recently hadfis 
to confront the same problem.” 

The AIC has so far won its battle in the Serie-A fo^ 
maintain a limit of a maximum of three non-EU play- 
ers per team on the pitch at the same time. 

“Faced with calls from the League for the number of - 
non-EU players to be increased, our position has been 
to firmly close the door, and to inform the narin ^i 
football federation that we would be.pre pared to go on 
strike if the rules were to be changed,” Campana said. 

“We know full well that the League will try again 
later, but we’re ready for any confrontation. We just ' 
hope we won't be the only ones to care about the iden- 
tity and the tradition of Italian football." ' 



Adams out of Sept. 10 
England qualifier 


LONDON (AFP) — 
England defender Tony 
Adams has no chance of 
being fit for England’s cru- 
cial World Cup qualifier 
against Moldova at 
Wembley on September 10, 
according to Arsenal 
Manager Arsene Wenger. 

The news will come as a 
blow to England coach 
Glenn Hoddle, who has 
already been deprived of 
the services of star striker 
Alan Shearer, who has a 
badly damaged ankl e, until 
the new year. 

Centre back Adams, a 
dominant figure for 
England in recent years, 
started the season .with a 
two-match ban after being 
sent off in the last match 
last term against Derby 
County, and has not played 
since then. 

He was troubled for most 
of the campaign by an ankle 
problem and although this 


has now healed, he is cur- 
rently sidelined by a 
cracked rib sustained in a 
pre-season reserve friendly. 

Wenger again left him out 
of the line-up to face 
Leicester City at Filbert 
Street on Wednesday night 
and said: 'It will be two 
weeks before Tony can play 
any sort of match. Playing 
for England, for me, wo 
be impossible. ' 

“He has had another 
reserve game since the rib 
injury but he tried to play 
again too early and it is still 
a problem. 

“He is very frustrated and, 
mentally, it is very difficult 
for him but we must all be 
very patient because the 
ankle took a long time to 
get right and now that is 
OK." 


AOC to decide 1998 
Bangkok Games fate 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) has called an 
emergency meeting to discuss strip- 
ping Thailand of its right to hold the 
Asian Games in December next year, 
officials said Wednesday. 

The planned meeting of the coun- 
cil's executive board in Kuwait on 
September 23 came to light in a letter 
sent by the OCA to the Olympic 
Committee of Thailand (OCT), the 
officials said. 

Bangkok's Asian Games Organising 
Committee (BAGOC) has been 
plagued by a series of resignations, 
disputes over sponsorship contracts 
and accusations of political meddling 
and racism in the run-up to the 
Games. 

“Concern is heightened by the lack 
of tangible progress in the preparation 
of the Games and also by the highly 
antagonistic attitude of BAGOC 
towards the OCA” OCA chief Sheikh 
Ahmad A1 Fahad A1 Sabah said in the 
letter. 

“I urge you to do all in your power 
to regain your rightful authority and 
control over the organising .commit- 
tee," the sheikh urged OCT chairman 
and army commander General 
Chettha Thanajaro. 

Since a spate of resignations this 
month there have been no OCT mem- 
_ bers serving on BAGOC — a situation 
^the Asian Olympic council says 
"breaches the constitution governing 
the running of the Games. 

The 7.500-aihlete Asian Games is 
the biggest sporting event in the 
region and second only in size to the 
Summer Olympics. 

In a separate .letter, OCA secretary- 


general Randir Singh has written to 
BAGOC head, the powerful Thai 
Deputy Prime Minister Sukhavich 
Rangsitpol, asking him to clarify 
allegedly racist statements attributed 
to him in the Thai press last week, 
officials said. 

Relations between the OCA and 

a 

BAGOC soured dramatically earlier 
this month when Sukhavich refused to 
accept a compromise plan over the 
resignation of a Thai OCA official 
who had helped to generate a record 
$82 milli on in sponsorship and licens- 
ing fees. 

It is understood the executive board 
does not have the power to strip 
Thailand of the right to host the 
games, but a negative vote would 
probably be' endorsed by the general 
assembly of the 43-member OCA 
which must vote on the issue. 

At one of the two venues in the 
north of Bangkok, two empty fields 
now stand where a stadium is due to 
be built. Work on a flyover leading to 
the site and nearby accommodation 
blocks for the athletes has been start- 
ed but is far from complete. 

But a BAGOC official fold AFP on 
Friday the work would be finished on 
schedule, saying critical work on an 
underground piping system was com- 
plete and the rest could be finished in 
a matter of months. 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


ni// 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634 144 
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Steven Spielberg ’s 

THE LOST WORLD 
(JURASSIC PARK) 

Starring : Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 

Jim Carrev ... in 


n 




CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


^s. 


PLAZA 



CINEMA 


T£L:677420 

CONCORD 


Tom Bringer ... in 


The isri* ovisb 


CONCORD -1* 
of Ch« a 



LIAR LIAR 


THE SUBSTITUTE 


nm«r im hove 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

■l. 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30) 


coscoao - 2 - 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 5:00. 6:30.8:30. 10:30 


ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 
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Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

The satirical play 


AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations cell 625155 


/ 



n* 



— AT 


.V 


ipt Mariner*' \nd* 

i,rs 

kttin-: .it tin- :n 



«t hoping to *isn H 


:T 




_ j ; ji 


j J-: 


i -■ 


i(li dub Austi 


. >.i\ - 


■i 


R;:- 


-I- J- 




% Botafogo swind 


\ L . : «... 


i r 


j 


■TV 


H i«i 




‘1 ; 
tlv r .. 


.1 




-i.:r n , 1 i 


• ii. * r, 

T. lc 


L. 


— t 
*1’. . < i' rrft 

• j >:r 

: ~ -■ s jn 

■ ■ i ■ ■ 

a h.-. "f 


Pv : * ■ r v 

■ 1 ■ ■ ^ V t 


■*' Fcrn.-r.-j 

^ L'j -■ 


• ». 




\ J 




• J -l. 

'.v.y, Kil 


\ *■ ■ i 


U r, 

? ■ ■>_ ■ r '■ 

V if' 1 

'■H I £ | ■ 

, . 

- 




r x 


:hr 


_ a l 


'.X 1 J •*, n 
- . ■ 


■' s r..:: 


srrso: 


. j 


4 ■" 


ii ■. .«■ 


1 w . 


. I 


ne ■ 
■ ■ 

t j * 


J-=r 



* it 



<»n P ° R 3» 

-T * 








■*- » 


s 


' J - 1 — ' * m ' . * \ . 

V*- ' 

■-T < '- • 


,»■« _ , 




k 

p 



Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, August 28-29, 1997 


11 


IC) 
■■ in 
OIJ- 

m 

Pn- 

pit 

** 

a 

to 

V 

to 

Hal 

on 

lid. 

ain 

iter 

ten- 


0 


s cir- 

*y j 
i in « 
eiidh- 

m 

■ 

rittqg 

hce 

Rfcai 


j* ft* 
inplaj 

Mayiai 

would 

mate 

the lib 
o pte 
is nil 

idasd, 
ifficok 
all he 
;c tit 
'.me to 
ihai b 


■d to ■ 
Thai I 
i\ich 

arift _ 

isiced i 
;eei i 

I 

I 

and , 
jriiff ! 
edio ! 
r tfe ' 
ficiai ■ 
xotd | 
reitf- 

I 

.-vard ^ 
scrip 

t ibe ; 

.voiild : 

.-neP 1 , 

0 CA ; 

n ; 

■ 

Juew | 
in e * | 
jario* 1 ■ 

. sisri' ! 

J 

PP m 
Ted* ' 

on 3,1 

> ^ ! 
died i fl ' 



!0 

day- 

55 



As Seattle Mariners 1 Andy Sheets slides Into second base, Boston Red Sox short- 
stop John Valetm throws to first, completing a double play in the bottom of the 
third inning at the Kingdome in Seattle. Seattle won the game 8-2 (Reuters photo) 


Shearer 
could be 
back in 
action in 
November 


LONDON |R> — Alan 
SI fearer could he back in 
action in November. New- 
castle Chairman Sir John 
Hall said on Wednesday. 

The England sinker had 
not been expected to return 
until the new year after suf- 
fering a had pre-season 
injury. 

But Sir John told BBC 
radio: He's making 

progress. 1 think it was slat- 
ed probably Novcmber-ish 
or something like that, the 
doctors seem to be indicat- 
ing.” 

Shearer was die world’s 
most expensive soccer 
player at 15 million pounds 
($24.1 million) when he 
joined Newcastle from 
Blackburn in 1996. 

But he has suffered vari- 
ous injuries in his career 
and in a pro -season tourna- 
ment game against Chelsea 
he badly damaged some 
ankle ligaments and had fa 
undergo an operation. 

Sir John said: “He’s going 
to see a specialist Shearer 
will still miss England's 
last two World Cup quali- 
fiers. against Moldova next 
month and Italy in October. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Celtic clinch UEFA place 
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Prost hoping to sign Hill 

PARIS (AFP) — Formula One team boss Alain Prost is 
hoping to sign Damon Hill if the two can agree on money 
it was reported here on Thursday. *1 want the best driver 
possible on condition that he is not too expensive. 1 have 
tay budget and 1 am sticking (o it," Prost told L’Equipe 
newspaper. Both Hill and Prost are believed- to be holding 
talks this week to see if an agreement can be reached. 
Peugeot, who supply Prost’s engines, are keen to have a 
high profile name alongside Frenchman Olivier Panis 
who signed a new two-year contract with the team last 
week. Prost has worked with Hill at Williams and has 
made no secret of bis respect for the 37-year-old defend- 
ing world champion. 

Dutch club signs Australian 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — Dutch first division club Heeren- 
veen Tuesday signed Australian Raphael Bove from Syd- 
ney’s UTS “Olympic cl ub. Bove, a 20-year-old defender or 
midfielder who has made 10 appearances for Australia's 
Olympic Games- squad, signed a two-year contract with 
Heerenveen. 


Bogus Botafogo swindle Spaniards 

MADRID, Aug 26 (AFP) — A phantom team passing 
itself off as famous Brazilian outfit Botafogo endured a 
disastrous tour of Spain, losing a string of friendlies as the 
real side went about its business in the Brazilian champi- 
onship. The penny dropped when “Botafogo”, thrashed 6- 
0 by a Salamanca side short of match practice prior to the 
start of the Spanish season, laboured to a 2-2 draw against 
third division Lorca after losing 2-0 to second division 
Logrones. The visitors’ cover was blown when Botafogo 
Preside at. Fernando Mendes told die Brazilian media thar 
his team bad not left die country, never mind been any- 
where near Spain — which is thousands of kilometres 
away. Logrones President Jose Manuel Fernandez played 
down the incident. “It's not so serious. We wanted to play 
a friendly and we’re satisfied.” he stud. “We don't mind 
who we play.” No-one has yet discovered the identity of 
the bogus Brazilians, whose current whereabouts is 
unknown. 


GI.ASGOW (Ri — Glasgow 
Celtic produced a stunning 
second-half display lo beat 
Austrian side Tirol Innsbruck 
6-3 on Tuesday and claim a 
place in the UEFA Cup first 
round with a 7-5 aggregate 
win. 

Trailing 2-1 from the first 
leg of their preliminary round 
tie. the Scots Wew the lead 
twice in the first half with 
goals from Simon Donnelly 
and Andreas Thom cancelled 
out by effoits from Christian 
Mayrleb and Francis 
Sebereyns. 

But in the next 45 minutes 
the Scottish side found the net 
auulher four times, including 
two in die dying minutes, to 


produce a dramatic conclusion 
lo the evening. 

Donnelly swept home a 
penalty alter 68 minutes to 
restore Celtic’s lead and two 
minutes later Craig Burley 
gave them the crucial two-goal 
advantage. 

The 47,000 crowd at Park- 
head were beginning to cele- 
brate when Innsbruck pulled a 
goal back through gumott 
krinner eight minutes from 
time. With the aggregate score 
all square at 5-5, Innsbruck 
were ahead on away goals. 

Morten Wieghorst got 
Celtic's fifth of the night and 
Burley put the tie beyond 
doubt with his second in the 
last minute of the game. 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HtftSCH 


MAKE NO MISTAKE 


North-Sooth vulnerable. North 
deals. 


NORTH 

4854 

97658 

OQJ93 

+A4 

WEST 

*K763 

OAKJ10 

07652 

4-7 

SOUTH 

*AQ 
<7Q984 
OAK 104 
*KJ5 


After a ore-diatmmri opening tad Vy 
Sooth and a ooe-heart response, 
our dunce of rebid would be a jump 
to two no trump to protect South's 


EAST 

*41092 

OS 

OS 

+ Q 1098632 


Hit bidding; 

NORTH EAST SOOTH WEST 
3* 3NT 


Opening lead: King of U 

Ultra-weak preempts are a two- 
edged weapon. While they might 
propel the auction to uncomfortable 
heights, they do provide a blueprint 
of the holding In aid the enemy in 
the play. 

Without East's preempt, them is 
a reasonable chance that North- 
South might bare reached an 
namakflMe four-heart (ftntwrt 


■“w 


tcnaces from a lead through. That 
would haw* led lo the flan* ihree- 
no-tmmp game rather than four 
hearts, but declarer would have 
worried more about the outcome 
since the location of the enemy 
cards would be unknown. 

West led the king of hearts, then 
shifted to a club. How would you 
the hand? 

the defenders are experienced 
players, you can claim your contract 
and they will concede. If not, go 
through the ritual. Play low from 
dummy and win the trick as 

dies pfy as posstZria. Cross to the ace 
of clubs, return to the long of dia- 
monds! cash the remaining high 
dub and ran the West is 

down to nothing but hearts and 
spades, and. once the defender has 
at most three hearts, the remaining 
cards arc spades. Simply lead a 
heart ftaa dummy and, if East fol- 
lows, cover with the queen. West 
can cash as many heart tricks as 
the defender holds, but than must 
lend a spade into your nyor tense*. 
Ton make nine tricks regardless gf 
who holds the king of spades, losing 
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The French Cultural Centre is now open for* ' 
registration to all levels in French Language. 

Registration runs till 1 / 9 / 97. 

Courses will be held from 2 / 9 till 30/9/ 1997. 


5 days a week I Morning & Evening Courses I 3 hours daily 


T.i- '4 


rm 
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Fees : 70 JD. 


riow fordeta jls^tthe French Cultural Get 
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FOR RENT 

(ATT: CD, REG. OFF.) 

Furnished or unfurnished ground floor of a villa, 200 
sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious salon, telephone, garage, perm, water 
supply. Location: between Mecca and Madina Str. 
i Tel, 644993. S517877. 079/4S567 (Dr.Katbeh) 
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1997 Toyota Prado like new.- Fully 
loaded; full options, difty:# ree> I 
JD2i;000. 

Tel .079/26297 
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Wihdat meet Faisali Thursday 
in delayed Shield final 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Kingdom’s soccer champions AI Wihdat 
meet Al Faisali Thursday evening in the delayed Jordan 
Soccer Federation < JSF) Shield final. 

Both teams have met ten times in past Shield matches 
with Al Faisali winning six times. 

They met twice in the 19S7 and 1993 finals with Al 
Faisali on both occasions. 

Thursday's final match was due to have been held May 26 
but was indefinitely postponed because of Al Fai soli’s 
request to enlist foreign referees for the highly-awaited 
match grouping the countries top two teams. 

While the JSF regulations bar foreign referees from offi- 
ciating local matches, Al Wihdat did not at first object to 
Faisali 's demand but the JSF did not reach a decision, 
which led to the indefinite postponement of the match. 

Citing JSF rules which state that any club refusing to play 
a final match be considered a loser with a 3-0 result. Al 
Wihdat then issued a statement stating that they would not 
play the match and consider themselves the winners. 

Following that. Al Faisali asked for a JSF genera] assem- 
bly meeting which also led to a change in the ticket sales 
formula. However, Al Wihdat rejected the new formula and 
decided to boycott the Premier League and Jordan Cup 
contests. 

After meeting with JSF President HRJH Prince Abdullah, 
the club only decided to return to competition offer the JSF 
brought back the old formula regarding revenues, which 


JSF Shield record 
f runner-up in parenthesis) 


1981 

Jazireh (Wihdat) 

1982 

Wifadar (Amman) 

1983 

Wihdat (Ramtha) 

1984 

Amman (Hussein) 

1985 

Amman (Faisali) 

1986 

Jazireh (Faisali) 

1987 

Faisali (Wihdat) 

1988 

Wihdat (Hussein) 

1989 

Ramtha (Wihdat) 

1990 

Ramtha (Hussein) 

1991 

Faisali (Wihdat) 

1992 

Faisali (Hussein) 

1993 

Ramtha (Qadissieh) 

1994 

Hussein (Faisali) 

1995 

Wihdal 

1996 

Ramtha (Hussein) 


allocate 35 per cent to the two clubs contesting the match. 
35 percent to be split between the remaining eight clubs in 
Premier League, 25 per cent io the JSF and 5 per cent to the 
first and second division clubs. 

The formula rejected by Al Wihdat had less revenue for 
the clubs contesting the match, and more to the JSF. 

Al Wihdat and Al Faisali will play again next Friday in a 
delayed Premier League match when the fourth week of the 
competition resumes Sept. 1 following u two- week break 
because of Al Wihdat’s participation in the .Arab Cup Win- 
ners* Cup in Egypt. 


MIDDLE-DISTANCE 
runners Hicham El 
Guerrouj <L} of Moroc- 
co and Gabriella Szabo 
(C) of Romania laugh as 
runner Frankie Freder- 
icks (R) of Namibia 
jokes with a gold ingot 
at the Berlin ISTAF 
althietics meeting, 
August 26. El Guerrouj, 
Szabo and Fredericks 
won the biggest jackpot 
in athletics a share of 20 
one kilo bars of gold. 
The gold bars are divid- 
ed between those who 
win specific events at 
the four most lucrative 
meetings in the $port 
(Reuters photo) - - 



CLEARANCE SALE 

on aii items in the 

HOUSE OF ANTIQUES 

Abdoun, Omar Al Mohtaseb Centre 

Tel. 824698 

Open daily - including Friday - from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


BE YOUNG 
BE HAPPY 

BE A CHEER .. 



Elite Cafe 


'Jvcrino hotel ?62944 


oon 


HOSH RL -FUHHIS 

NOW OPEN 


Where taste and aromas of 
the traditional Arabic village 
kitchen transport you to 
ancient times. Offering 
spectacular views of the 
beautiful valley of Fuhais. 

HARAT AL-RUWAQ 

For reservations please call 

729152 or 079/58688 
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Don't miss 

(he Dana NATURE Breakfast! 

* Fri. 29 Aug. at 8-1 1 ami. in Amman 

* at the Wadi Dana Nature Shop 

* in the Jordan River Designs garden 
First Circle, 7th nun left off Rainbow Sl 

Try this season's harvest — , 
fresh from Dana's terraced gardens § 

* village bread * green grapes * fruit yoghurt 

* local eggs * oil & za' alar- bread ", Mongoush * 

* grape leather molbon * dried tomatos * 
raisins* herbal teas * served with Jordanian 
cheese, lebaneh & olives 

Taste the jams! 

* apricot * plum * fig * grape * apple 

Or ganically grown — no pesticides! 
Reserve now! Cali 613081/2 (4-7 p.m.) 

* afttts JD5-500 * drilden JD4 * csteedby books@cafe 

helping nature helping people 
* In Jordan’s largest nature reserve 
The Royal Society forthe Gonaewation of Mature 


GROUND FLOOR OF A VILLA 

FOR RENT 

Area 300 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
maid's room,, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
independent central heating, garden and garage. 

Please call Tel.: 5523220 or 863159 




WANTED 


A local contracting company Is looking for a full- 
time Secretary/Office Manager. English and 
Arabic, verbal and written, fluency is a must. 
Word Processing and Spreadsheet skills 
required. Offering attractive remuneration. 

Please reply by faxing CV to 
679583 and/or calling 079/24231. 




International Community School 
Khilda. Amman 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
English curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged 
between three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff are U.K.-qualified. There is extra provision 
for tile support of non-English -speaking children. Several 
subjects are specialist taught 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progross of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 7th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July & August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 

writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

For further details: Tel. 5521070-Fax: 5527109 


RECRUITMENT 


Construction Management Company 
wishes to recruit Senior Architects for 
prestigious hotel projects in Jordan. 

Candidates must have a minimum of Ten 
years post graduate experience the 
majority of which should be on 
International projects, preferably Hotels. 

a 

/ 

Please reply in writing including 
Curriculum Vitae and present salary to 

Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 5315 
Amman 11183 
JORDAN 
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Israel demolishes home of blind 


man with ten children and wife 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli bulldozers 
demolished three Arab 
houses in Jerusalem 
Wednesday, including the 
home of a blind and handi- 
capped Palestinian man. his 
wife and 10 children, wit- 
nesses said 

Ali Abu Swayy, 40, scuf- 
fled with police and munic- 
ipal workers in a vain 
attempt to stop the destruc- 
tion of his tin-roofed stone 
house in the Wadi Kaddum 
section of Arab east 
Jerusalem, the witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Abu Swayy, who said 
he lived in the house with 
his wife and 10 children, 
was briefly detained by 
police to allow a bulldozer 
to raze the building. 

Surrounded by police and 
paramilitary border guards, 
bulldozers also destroyed 
two others houses which 
were under construction in 
the same neighbourhood 
and residents said nine 
other families in the area 
had received demolition 


warnings. 

Israeli police spokesman 
Shmuel Ben-Ruby said the 
houses torn down 
Wednesday had been built 
without municipal con- 
struction permits. 

But Palestinians protest 
that Israel, in a bid to pre- 
vent the growth of the Arab 
population in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which both 
Palestinians and Israelis 
claim as their capital, sys- 
tematically refuses requests 
for building permits. 

“You should know ihut 


your prime minister is lead- 
ing you to war with these 
actions, you will pay a high 
priced shouted Fathi Jabari 
to the police as they tore 
down the walls of two 
houses being built by his 
brothers Tayseer and 
Yasser. 

His sister. Widad Jabari, 
complained that the family 
had received no warning of 
the demolition. 

“Suddenly the soldiers 
arrived and the bulldozers 
began destroying the hous- 
es,” she said. 

“I asked a city official 
who was here where the 
warning was and be showed 
me a letter dated a few days 
ago, but I refused to take 
itT she said. 

The Israeli government 
has stepped up its policy of 
demolishing unauthorised 
Arab housing in east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank since a double suicide 
bombing last month in 
Jerusalem which killed 16 
people, including the 
attackers. 

Prior to the bombing 
there had been a lull of sev- 
eral months in house demo- 
litions, apparently in an 
effort not to further sour 
already tense relations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

But since the bombing, 37 
houses have been razed in 
Jerusalem alone, along with 
nearly 20 in the occupied 
West Bank, prompting 
charges that the demolitions 


Israeli army shuts down 


mosque, charity office 


(Continued on page 7) 


BANI NAIM ( AFP) — The Israeli army closed on Wednesday 
a mosque and an Islamic chanty office in tins West Bank village 

near Hebron, charging the facilities were run by the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas), officials said. 

An array unit arrived at dawn in Bani Naim and sealed the 
mosque and four rooms which served as offices for the Islamic 
Charity Association, an army spokesman said. 

A school for orphans run by the Islamic charity in the same 
building was not closed, residents said. Bani Naim is in a zone 
where the Israeli army controls security bur civilian affairs are 
run by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 

The army said it found Hamas propaganda in the charity 
offices, including leaflets praising suicide attacks against Israel. 
The offices were ordered dosed for an initial period of two 
months, the army spokesman said 

But the president of the charity, Noah Manassarah. denied any 
connection to Hamas and said any inciteful documents must 
have been planted by the Israeli soldiers. 

The array said Wednesday's operation was part of broader 
crackdown on Hamas's infrastructure. 

Investigators have yet to identify’ the bombers or offer concrete 
evidence linking the attack to Palestinian groups, but Israel has 
blamed Hamas. 

Haptas. the biggest Palestinian movement opposed to peace 
accords with Israel, has claimed responsibility for most major 
bomb attacks against the Jewish state over the past four years. 

The group maintains a widespread network of schools, clinics 
and social welfare offices across the Palestinian areas which 
Israel charges are used to build an alternative power structure to 
PNA and to recruit militants for attacks against Israel 

Despite the lack of concrete evidence linking the Jerusalem 
bombing to Palestinian groups. Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has maintained painful security restrictions and eco- 
nomic sanctions against the Palestinians since the attack. 

He refuses to tiff the punitive measures until the PNA arrests 
prominent Hamas and other organisation’s leaders and disman- 
tles the groups' military networks. President Yasser Arafat has so 
far refused to launch such a crackdown. 

Hamas rejected on Tuesday an appeal from tire PNA to halt 
armed attacks against Israel. “We repeat our commitment to the 
option nf resistance." 


You Haven’t Tried Ice-Cream 


Israel 


protests 


Until You’ve Tried 


Holocaust 
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Palestinian 
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Swiss Premium Ice Cream 
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Premium Ice-Cream from Switzerland 


Come and taste it for yourself 


Available at SAFEWAY from 28 August 1997 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
protested Wednesday over a 
broadcast on official 
Palestinian television which 
reportedly accused Jews of 
exaggerating the extent of 
the Holocaust for political 
and economic profit 
David Bar-Dlan, 

spokesman for Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. distributed 
excerpts of the Monday night 
programme during which an 
unnamed moderator claimed 
that “precise scientific 
research'' proved that only 
400,000 Jews were killed by 
the Nazis, not six million as 
generally accepted. 

Hassan Agba, an author 
and professor at the Islamic 
University in Gaza City, was 
then quoted as saying on the 
programme that Jews exag- 
gerate the scope of Nazi 
genocide as “an investment-'’ 
“They have profited mate- 
rially. spiritually, politically 
and economically from the 
talks about die Nazi killings" 
he said. 

“In my opinion it is an 
investment'* to overstate the 
number killing in the 
Holocaust, he said. “And as 
you know, when it comes to 
economics and investments, 
the Jews have been very 
experienced since the days of 
the Merchant of Venice." Ml 
A gba said. 

Israel reacted to the pro- 
gramme with outrage. 

“This coupling of a denial 
of the Holocaust with allu- 
>ions to Jewish venality and 
greed is just too much." Mr. 
Bar-IUan told Agence France 
Presse. 

“This means that they have 
crossed a certain line, 
Palestinian propaganda is no 

longer limited to anti-Israeli 
i *r anti-Zionist incitement but 
is now outright anti- 
Semitism," he said. 

Israel has demanded an 
end to anti-Israeli incitement 
iu the official Palestinian 
media as ohe of its condi- 
tions for resuming peace 
negotiations and ending 
sanctions imposed on the 
Palestinians following the 
Jerusalem bombing. 



BATHING IN SPANISH TOMATOES: Festival revellers throw tomatoes at each 
other during the annual "Toma tin a," the biggest tomatoe fight in the world, 
Wednesday in the eastern Spanish village of Bunyol. Some 100 tonnes of toma- 
toes are used in the fight until they are reduced to pulp (Reuters photo) 


Embassy in Kuwait urges 


Americans to be careful 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The U.S. embassy has issued 
a warning to its citizens in 
Kuwait urging them to be 
alert after an anonymous 
threat was made against an 
American target, an official 
said Wednesday. 

'The American embassy 
has received a report of an 
anonymous phone call claim- 
ing loiowledge of a possible 
attack against an American 
location in Kuwait on August 
28," according to the mes- 
sage sent to AFP by an 
embassy official 

“No specific location was 
mentioned and the embassy 
is not able to say how reliable 
this report is." it said. 

‘‘Nonetheless, the embassy 
urges all American citizens in 
Kuwait in the upcoming days 
to exercise particular caution 
and maintain a heightened 
awareness of their surround- 
ings." it continued. 

The statement added that 
the embassy is “monitoring 
this situation very closely" 
and further notices will be 
issued “as warranted by 
changes in this situation." 

There are about 8,000 
American citizens living and 
working in Kuwait, exclud- 
ing a rotating battalion of 
some 1-500 combat troops 
that exercise here and air 
force personnel that patrol 
the no-fly zone over southern 


Kuwaiti police investigate prostitutionrmg 


KUWAIT CITY ( AFP) — Kuwaiti security is investigat- 
ing a prostitution ring, mainly involving Russiafrwomen, 
which solicited clients outside hotels arid in 
malls, a newspaper said Wednesday. “The security 
are carrying out an investigation concerning numerous] 
young. European women who arrived in Kuwait sdme 
time ago to practice organised prostitution" the daily Ai 
Watan reported. “Most of the young women, who -frave : 
practised this vice here, for some time, are.Russians " the 
newspaper said, quoting Informed sources. ‘^The young 
women hunt for clients outside hotels and especially in 
markets and shopping malls, claiming to be European 
tourists without revealing their real nationalities" the. 
paper said. Interior ministry officials were not ayailable tcL 
comment. Other Gul f states, such as ffiei United “Arab] 
Emirates (U AE). experienced an influx of prpstj 
Russia and the former Soviet Republics, W^ headed;fbf 
the region after the collapse of Commimism 4fr search’ 
wealthy clients. 


Iraq. 

Unspecified threats have 
been made against U.S. inter- 
ests here in the past, includ- 
ing one last October when the 
embassy issued a similar 
warning, but no attack fol- 
lowed. 

A British embassv official 

* 

said a warning had been 
issued to its citizens, which 
number about 4.000. in tight 
of the new threat to American 
interests. 

“We have been advised that 
there has been a security 
threat against .American inter- 
ests in Kuwait over the next 
few days." the warning said. 

It said British nationals 
“should be extra vigilant. 


especially if their activities 
bring them into close contact 
with American interests" 

Elsewhere in the Gulf, the 
U.S. embassy in Saudi 
Arabia reissued a routine 
warning to the 40,000 
American citizens living 
there to be alert for new ter- 
rorist attacks. 

The U.S. military presence 
in Saudi Arabia was targeted 
in the November 1995 attack 
on a military training build- 
ing that killed seven, includ- 
ing five Americans, and the 
June 1996 bombing of an air 
force housing complex that 
killed 19 U.S. airmen. 



Undated files show (from left to right) Libyan Hanna Ben Amep Italian Nexina 
Bemabei and Lybyan Khaled Eter, accomplices of Lybyan Musba h Eter 
Abulgasem, who was arrested along with his three accomplices Tuesday in 
Rome (AFP photo) 


Italian police arrest Libyan 


in ’86 Berlin disco bombing 


ROME (AP) — A Libyan 
man indicted for the 1986 
bombing of a Berlin disco that 
killed three people, including 
two U.S. soldiers, has been 
arrested in Rome, Italian 
police said Wednesday. 

The blast also injured 230 
people, many of them 
American soldiers. It pro- 
voked a retaliatory attack by 
American warplanes on two 
Libyan cities that killed at 
least 15 people. 

- German and U.S. officials 
say Libyan leader Col. 
Muaramar Qadhafi ordered 
his spies in whai was then east 
Berlin to bomb the disco in 
west Berlin. 

Italian police said Musbah 
Abulghasem Eter, 40, was 
arrested Tuesday night on a 
Rome- street on a multiple 
muukr warrant issued by the 
German federal police. He did 
not resist arrest 

He will be extradited to 
Germany, said Nicola De 
Cristofaro, vice director of 
DIGOS, the anti-terrorism 
squad of Italian police. 


Eter was indicted in Berlin 
in February and fled Germany 
in July, a spokeswoman for 
the Berlin courts and prosecu- 
tors, Michaele Blume, said. 
The arrest warrant was issued 
after he fled. 

De Cristofaro said it appears 
Eter had been in Italy for sev- 
eral weeks. He said Germany 
alerted Italy on August 20. 

Three other people — two 
Libyans and an Italian — 
were arrested and charged 
with helping him evade cap- 
ture. 

De Cristofaro said Italian 
police were investigating what 
sort of support network Eter 
had in Rome. Two of the local 
suspects, both women, were 
arrested on the street and the 
third at a Rome apartment 

In February, German prose- 
cutors indicted five people, 
including Eter. for the attack 
on the April 5, 1986. La Belle 
disco. Eter then confessed and 
agreed to help investigators. 
After he fled Germany in July. 
German police tracked him 
down through intercepted 


telephone conversations from 
Germany to an apartment and 
public phones in the neigh- 
bourhood where be was 
arrested. De Cristofaro said. 

He-ldentified the other three 
people arrested Tuesday as 
Hanna Ben Amer and her hus- 
band Kbaled Etec, both 34 and 
both Libyan citizens, and 
Nerina Bemabei, a 34-year- 
old Italian woman with a 
record of prostitution arrests. 

Ben Amer was carrying a 
feke ID for Eter when she was 
arrested, police said. All three 
have been charged with aiding 
and abetting a fugitive, De 
Cristofaro incorrectly identi- 
fied Eter as the sixth and final 
suspect in. the disco bombing. 

Still at large is the alleged 
mastermind. Said Rashid, also 
suspected in the 1988 bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am jet over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. “If we 
get Rashid, and he confesses 
that the order came from the 
top, I won't shy away from 
investigating Qadhafi," Berlin 
prosecutor Detlev Mehlis told 
Stem magazine in May. 
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Fleas force doIii 


to flee station 
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ROTTERDAM (AFP) 

A police station 
Rotterdam was forced to. 
shut down for the nighr-- 
after it became . infest^i^ 
with fleas spread by t# 
officers returning from 
assignment, police 
Wednesday. Police 
the two officers - w 
Tuesday evening went kt 
arrest a suspected 
in a poor neighboi 
and were met by an 
of the small wingless’ 
insects that forced them to 
beat a quick retreat. Back 
at the station, the two offi- 
cers — and the tiny crea- 
tures that had jumped on 
their uniforms- — went 
about their business until 
the entire police force was 
itching so badly that 
everyone was ordered to 
flee the station. 
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Hendrix guitar, 
Lennon seif 
portrait for auction 


LONDON (R) — - A guitar 
belonging to Jimi Hendrix, 
costumes worn by the 
Spice Girls and a selfipor- 
trait of John Lennon are up 
for auction in a rock ‘n’ 
roll memorabilia sale in 
London next month. 
Hendrix's Black Fender 
Stratocaster guitar is 
expected to fetch more 
than 180,000 pounds at the 
auction at London's Hard " 
Rock Cafe. A sketch made 
by Lennon during his 1969 
^ed-uT with. Yoko Ono 
in Montreal is expected to 
fetch about 25,000 pounds - 
and the costumes worn by 
British Five-Girl band the - 
Spice Girls to launch a 
television channel lastr 
year carry an estimate. 
1,500 pounds each. 
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Hollywood actress # lipiXlClltS V 


Geena Davis 


flies for divorce 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Oscar- winning actress 
Geena Davis filed for 
divorce Tuesday from her 
husband of nearly four 
years. Finnish-born film 
director Renny Harlin, her 
publicist said. Davis, 40. 
also announced her depar- 
ture from the Forge, a pro- 
duction company she cb- 
owned with Hariin, 
spokesman Paul Bloch 
said. Bloch said Davis, 
who won a best supporting 
actress academy award for 
“The Accidental Tourist-", 
has formed a new produc- : 
tion company. Genial 
Pictures. 
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Basinger rallies for 
elephant’s welfare 


ALBUQUERQUE (R) — 
Actress Kim Basinger 

urged the U.S. government 
to clamp down on the mis- 
treatment of elephants and 
other animals in circuses 
across the country. 

Speaking in Albuquerque, 
where an elephant was 
found dead inside the trail- 
er of a travelling circus 
earlier this month. 

Basinger urged 

Agriculture Secretary 

Daniel Glickman to strict- 
ly enforce existing animal 
welfare laws and punish 
any circus that violates 
them. 
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Younger’s ‘six 
gun’ goes for 
over 200 grand 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
A collector has paid 
$211,500 for a Smith 
Wesson revolver taken 
from the famous outlaw 
Cole Younger after he 
robbed a Minnesota bank 
in 1 876, the auctioneers . 
said. The Younger gun. on 
the market for the first 
time, was one of the high- 
lights of a sale of historic 
arms and armour held at v ; 
Butterfield in San ; 
Francisco. -A local collec-. 
tor bought die gun. which 
had a pre-sale estimate of 
$50,000 to $60,000, .the 
auctioneers said. 
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